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2011 REUNION SALUTED HORSESHOE HARD-WORKING LEADERS: 

  AL FORRSMARK, LEE J.  Mc ILVAINE AND DR. DAVID MELLINGER 
“… I salute you; I ask that you do not return that salute.” A familiar phrase, to honor our Camp Leaders, who 
have made a difference to the Horseshoe Scout Reservation and the youth and leaders who devote their time and 

talents to the success of our Camps!   

Allen K. Forssmark celebrated his 50th year as a 

member of the Boy Scouts of America. He earned the rank 

of Eagle Scout with a silver palm. As a Scout, Al 

attended two National Jamborees, one World Jamboree 

in Japan, National Junior Leader Training at Schiff Scout 

Reservation, and served on Camp Jubilee’s staff in the 

maintenance department. A graduate of Cheney 

University with a degree in Industrial Arts.  Al is a truly   one 

of our Reservation’s finest volunteers. A plaque was 
presented by Mark Hammond, HSRAA Chairman in 

recognition of Al’s great service. 

 

Lee McIlvaine was honored as an active Unit 

Leader with a “Connection to Horseshoe’s History – Past and Present – A Scouting Family!” People ask Lee what 

his relationship is to McIlvaine Lodge.  And…yes…there 

is a connection. Just ask him and you’ll learn some 

interesting information about our Horseshoe 

history. 

Lee’s Scouting started in 1958 as a Cub Scout 

in Pack 65 in Exton.  His first year at camp was 1964 

with Troop 65 in Octoraro campsite.  The next year with 
Troop 65, he spent a week at Camp Jubilee and stayed over 

the second week at Horseshoe.  In June 1966 he took his 

OA Ordeal. Later that June found him taking the very 

first JLTC class in Council at Jubilee.  He returned to 

Troop 65 as ASM in 1979, and became SM of Troop 65.  

His troop continued activities at camp and usually 

staying at Jubilee.  In 1980 Lee took Wood badge training at then Camp Jubilee. He was presented his plaque for his 

continuing fine service as his family looked on. 

Dr. Dave Mellinger, Horseshoe’s Morrison Health Lodge 

tending to our camper and staff health needs. Actually, his Scouting 

roots are in our Council where he has served on both Camp 
Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, 3rd staffs and as a camper.  

This is Dave’s 30th year as a member of the HSR staff. He joined 

the staff at Camp Jubilee in 1981 as Archery Director. In 1982 he was 

Program Director and 1983-88 was the Camp Director. He has been at 

Camp Horseshoe in the Health Lodge since 1997. He goes on… 

"Some of my fondest memories and best friends resulted because of my 

affiliation with the camp. I am grateful that my current job has allowed 

me to return five weeks this summer - one of the highlights of my 

year." Currently, Dave’s medical work has been that of working in the 

Department of Pediatrics in charge of Student Health Services at 

Duke University. Dave’s Mother and Father were on hand to witness his recognition...   

! 

 

http://www.hsraa.org/
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REUNION SNAPSHOTS! 

 
Marty Summers and “Hard Cover” Play 

 

 
Tom McCabe, Bill Waxbom, Ellie Rettew Chat 

 

 
Ernie Heegard gestures as he leads a song! 

 

 
Dave Mellinger’s Mother and Father Enjoy Day 

 

 
 

HSRAA   CHAIRMAN MARK 

HAMMOND’S REPORT… 

 
 The Spring of 2012 is right around the 

corner, and the HSRAA is preparing for our most 

ambitious camp improvement season in many years.  

The next phase of the Picnic Grove renovation is in 

the midst of engineering design, with final plans 

expected to be approved by the Council’s Camping 

Committee this winter.  The HSRAA Board held its 

initial meeting of the year this September, and the 

Board is focused on a number of activities, including 

the Thanksgiving launch to the 2012 membership 
recruitment/renewal drive. 

The 2010-2011 year was a good one for the 

HSRAA.  Thanks to a $10,000 grant from the United 

Parcel Service (Please thank the next guy you see 

driving a brown UPS truck), the HSRAA Native 

Plant Nursery was completed and stocked.  Several of 

the earlier HSRAA projects were updated, including 

the addition of a number of signs throughout the 

camp and additional finishing touches around the 

trash yard in support of the expanded dining hall 

(sorry, we can’t take credit for the fantastic dining 
hall expansion!).   

Our 12th annual reunion, held at Camp Ware 

this summer, was a tremendous success.  Three well-

deserving Scouters/HSRAA members were 

honored—Allen Forssmark, Lee McIlvaine, and Dr. 

Dave Mellinger.  Each of them has had a tremendous 

impact on the reservation, and it was personally very 

gratifying to present three men I looked up to as a 

Scout (and an adult!) with plaques of appreciation.    

I and the entire Board appreciate the 

confidence and support our members have given us 

in our efforts to assist and improve the Horseshoe 
Reservation over the past 12 years.  I hope that the 

HSRAA continues to earn your patronage, and that 

you renew your membership for 2012. 

YOURS IN THE “SPIRIT”        

  MARK HAMMOND 
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“VM” - HSRAA’S VIRTUAL 

MUSEUM NEWS:  
 HSRAA’s Virtual Museum” is a reality 
on a computer near you! 

 Check out the addition of a nine 

segment movie taken of the 10
th

 Reunion with 

all the tributes and the Retreat presentation 

to Ernie and JB. (Check the top floor of the 

Virtual Museum and look for “Special Summer 

Programs” and its link to HSRAA Reunions. 

Also search out the game that Andy Coe has 

added in the form of a museum hunt!) 

(Above) Andy Coe accepts new input at Ware 
Reunion for the VM. 

Pictures are needed along with other 

memorabilia (like the 30’s Horseshoe pennant 

brought in by Roland Minshal, on an earlier 
occasion was…a real find!). 

 

WELCOME CHARLIE ROGERS 

SCOUT EXECUTIVE!  
 At the Council’s Board Meeting at Camp 

John H. Ware 3rd, in August our new Council 

Executive Charlie Rogers, Jr. was introduced along 

with his wife, Kathy and Scout sons.  He replaced 

Eric Magendantz who moved on to his new 

assignment. . 

 Charlie has been active in Scouting for the 

past 45 years with experience in seven different 

councils as a youth member, volunteer leader and 

professional Scouter. 
In 1981, upon graduation from Stonehill 

College with a major in Accounting and a minor in 

Spanish, Charlie entered the Professional Service of 

the Boy Scouts of America serving as a District 

Executive in North Bay Council, on the North Shore 

of Boston where he grew up. 

After a successful three-year term, Charlie 

left the Professional Service to serve in the United 

States Navy as a Nuclear Trained Electronics 

Technician responsible for operating a nuclear 

reactor onboard a fast-attack submarine. 
After his military service, Charlie returned 

to the Professional Service in 1991 as a District 

Executive in Indian Trails Council serving Eastern 

Connecticut.  In 1994 he was promoted to Finance 

Director in Greater New York Councils serving New 

York City.  During the next eight years, he held 

several positions in the Development Department 

rising to the position of Assistant Director of 

Development.  In 2002 Charlie was promoted to 

Director of Camping and Program for the Greater NY 

 
    Gary Schroeder, Charlie Rogers and JB Rettew 

 

Councils where he served until 2007 when he was 

promoted to Development Director for the 
Westchester-Putnam Council just north of New York 

City.  On September 12, 2011 Charlie began his 

service as Scout Executive of the Chester County 

Council. 

Charlie has worked 22 summers at 5 

different summer camps including supervisory roles 

at Cub Scout Day Camps, Cub Scout Resident 

Camps, both dining hall and patrol cooking Boy 

Scout camps, a high adventure base and camping 

programs for Scouts in urban outreach programs and 

children with disabilities.  
Charlie has also served in a variety of 

volunteer leadership positions including Assistant 

Scoutmaster, Scoutmaster, Unit Commissioner, 

Roundtable Commissioner, Den Leader, Webelos 

Leader, Cubmaster, Pack Committee Chairman and 

District Training Chairman  

Charlie is an Eagle Scout and Vigil Honor 

member of the Order of the arrow.  He and his wife 

Kathy have three children.  Their daughter, Justine, 

was a Venture Crew President before moving away 

to Rowan University.  Their two sons, Tom and Pat, 

are members of Troop 76 chartered to the Covenant 
Presbyterian Church in Frazer. 

Charlie has landed on the ground “running” 

by visits to unit meetings, camporees, and various 

activities to “get to know” as many of the people who 

make up our Council. 
 

 
Sally Swanson greets Kathy Rogers at Board Meeting 
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GONE…BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
 

William Forrest Lenker,  D.D.S, “Doc”. 

Lived a life of cheerful service to others. . He was an 

Eagle Scout in Devon Troop 50, a Brotherhood 

Member of the Octoraro Lodge 22 OA. He spent five 

summers on the Camp Horseshoe Aquatics Staff. He 

was an assistant scoutmaster for 42 years with 

Willistown Troop 78.  During his tenure with Troop 

78, he led two European trips to Kandersteg 

International Scout Chalet, 42 Canoe trips to 

Algonquin Provincial Park in northern Ontario, five 

trips to St. John USVI and several trips to Fort 

Wilderness Campground at Disney World. He also 

led fundraising for a new troop cabin which was 

completed several years ago. In addition, he has also 

led the Willistown 78 Ahtaquaoweh Native American 

dance team for 20+ years, which taught Native 

American dance and customs to scouts. His 

contributions of time and energy led to many, many 

scouts advancing in scouting ideals as well as 

personal accomplishments. "Doc" became a member 

of the Devon Troop 50 Trustee Committee in the fall 

of 2009. During that period he devoted his time 

toward the fundraising for Devon 50's new cabin and 

was inducted into Devon 50's Hall of Fame in June 

2011. For many years he has been active in Chester 

County Council, primarily running the District and 

Council first aid meets for the last 35 years. For this 

and many other displays of leadership in the council, 

"Doc" was awarded the Silver Beaver Award in 

1986.  He was a member of the HSRAA. 

“Doc” was survived by his wife, Carol, 

daughters Nancy and Susan and son Rob, an ASM 

for Devon 50, as well as grandson Grahame, a Devon 

50 Eagle Scout. 

 
 

WHAT WE HAVE DONE FOR OURSELVES 

DIES WITH US, 

WHAT WE HAVE DONE FOR OTHERS 

REMAINS AND IS IMMORTAL 

 

 

85
TH

 ANNIVERSARY OF 

OCTORARO LODGE 22 

MARKED WITH OA LODGE 

BUILDING REDEDICATION  

 
         OA Lodge building is starting in late ‘40’s – 50’s 

The September 2011 Weekend for Octoraro 

Lodge celebrated the 85th anniversary of the lodge 

and the rededication of the Octoraro Memorial Lodge 

building following the completion of the three year 

renovation program. 

Brothers gathered outside of the Lodge 

Building for the rededication ceremony. Emcee Mike 

Steinberger recited the dedication that was used at the 

opening of the Lodge Building in 1959 to honor our 

brothers who are no longer with us.  

Lodge Chief Matt Steinberger welcomed all 

on behalf of the Lodge. Greetings were given by 

Travis Cunningham the 2011 Northeast Region Chief 

and by our new Scout Executive, Charlie Rogers.  

Sean Bealer, 2008 Lodge Chief and 85th 

Anniversary Committee Advisor recounted how the 

Lodge Renovation process began in 2007 and 

thanked all those who donated money, time and labor 

to complete the renovations. Sean recognized Chris 

Gilbert for his efforts in leading the Lodge 

Renovations for the past three years and thanked all 

of the contractors and suppliers of material for their 

hard work and donations. Sean also commented on 

the importance of the Lodge Building in the history 

of the Lodge and its position as the center of our 

activities at Camp Horseshoe. 
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Finally, Chief Matt Steinberger, Lodge 

Advisor Scott Salvatore and Chris Gilbert cut the 

Magenta ribbon and used the 1959 ceremony Key to 

open the Lodge Building and the new Octoraro 

Lodge Museum to the visitors. All were amazed by 

the displays of Lodge memorabilia in eight, lighted 

display cases. Photos of our founders, banners and 

awards from our history were neatly displayed on the 

walls and large metal replicas of our Lodge flaps and 

those of our section were displayed on the ceiling of 

the main room. The Bunk room and Chief’s room 

received new walls and ceilings and two, new Lodge 

pole Pine bunk beds have been donated for the 

Chief’s room by the Steinberger family. 

Later, Brothers moved to the Kindness 

Center for the 85th Anniversary rededication 

ceremony. Performed by brothers Nick Massaro, Jeff 

Schaeffer and Tom and Evan Steinberger the 

ceremony was very solemn and focused on the three 

tenants of our Order, Wimachtendienk 

Wingoplauchsik Witahemui. During the ceremony all 

Chiefs in attendance were recognized and newly 

elected 2012 Chief Alex Hughes was presented to the 

Lodge.   

             A surprise visitor, Chief Fred Gates (1951-

1952) made his way to the microphone and thanked 

the Lodge for renovating and improving the Lodge 

building; recounting how he presided over the 

groundbreaking in 1952. He wished us all 

congratulations on our 85th anniversary which was a 

fitting end to the festivities. 

 
 

    Fred Gates, Lodge Chief, 1951 - 52 

 

BEN THOMAS, BELOVED 

MALVERN TROOP 1 SCOUT-

MASTER, COUNCIL FIELD EXEC 
In developing the article for this issue of the 

LOOP on out-post camping, we did research on the 

naming of one of Camp Horseshoe’s first camps set 

aside for the use of Scouts who wanted a special 

experience away from their stockade camps. 

Specifically, a site named Camp Thomas had been 

developed in the ‘30’s for this purpose. 

 
    Ben Thomas, 2

nd
 from right, with Malvern 1 Scouts 

By the time your editor arrived in camp in 

1944, Camp Thomas was considered a great spot to 

camp particularly for Senior Scouts. Yet it seemed a 

remote spot of interest that we viewed when we had a 

traditional hike around Horseshoe in those early days. 

It was located off what was then the main road to 

camp that ran along the Octoraro Creek. Today’s 

campers may locate it from a trail near the Pole Barn. 

Who was Ben Thomas?  

Our Chester Co. Council and more 

specifically our beloved Horseshoe and the Octoraro 

Lodge 22 is rich in history and stories of those who 

played a significant role in the lives of young people 

over the ages. One of these was Ben Thomas. His 

record is as follows thanks to one of his Scouts, 

Walter Burkey: 

 
Ben Thomas among Camp Rothrock Staff 

 

1919, Ben Thomas was Scoutmaster of 

Malvern Troop 1 (later it became Malvern 7 as we 

know it today). In 1920, Ben was on the Staff of 

Camp Lafayette and records show that he was 

Scoutmaster in 1923 when our Council camp was 

Camp Rothrock.. In 1926, Ben was a Charter member 

of Octoraro Lodge 22 and became its second Lodge 

Chief and a Vigil Honor member. 

It was sometime later that Ben Thomas 

became an Assistant Scout Executive of our Council. 

In 1933, the Camp Horseshoe newspaper made 

reference to a “Wilderness Camp” and the fact that a 

number of Scouts and leaders had been elected 

“officers” at the encampment. The following week, 
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the camp was given the name “Thomas” in honor of 

Ben Thomas. Presumably, Ben had passed away in 

this period of time (we have no exact record of date). 

Camp Thomas was used by Senior Scouts 

and Explorers for some time thereafter. Over the 

years, a few old-timers have visited the site. 

 

 
Scouts take off on traditional day hike of Horseshoe 

Outpost Camping at 

Horseshoe Scout Reservation 

By Neil Chippendale, Associate Editor 

The early summer camps provided by 

Chester County Council always included a 

dining facility where meals were prepared by 

camp staff and the scouts could focus on the 

merit badge program and other program 

activities.  

The first council summer camp was held 

in 1919 at Icedale, near Honeybrook, and called 

Camp Lafayette. Camp plans called included a 

large wooden mess hall, facilities for boating, 

swimming, baseball, and Scoutcraft instruction. 

Scoutcraft included camping and even these 

early, dining hall camps, included an overnight 

camp hike, that included meal preparation and 

cleanup. This tradition has been continued at 

Camp Horseshoe by requiring all troops to 

prepare one day’s meals outside the dining hall 

in order to achieve the Standard Patrol and 

Standard Troop awards.  

In recent years, this practice was 

institutionalized by closing the Allen Memorial 

Dining hall to Scout troops each Thursday in the 

camp season and giving the dining hall staff a 

much needed day off. Prior to that time each 

troop made its own decision about what meals to 

prepare outside the dining hall and many of the 

troops combined this practice with a hike to a 

remote site on the reservation.  

Hikes across the OA bridge, trips to 

Camp Thomas, behind the Horseshoe Pole Barn, 

and the use of the Jubilee, or Camp Ware sites, 

provided popular spots for troop camping areas 

that for outpost hikes and meal preparation. 

In 1957, the Horseshoe Scout 

Reservation Explorer Base was authorized, 

using the Lewis property on the east side of the 

Octoraro, and a road and camp sites were 

developed for campers. By 1958 the Explorer 

Base had a well, two activity shelters, and five 

Adirondack shelters.  Ernie Heegard was the 

first Director of the Explorer Base and was 

assisted by Pete Tobiessen of Berwyn. The 

Explorer site had no dining hall so each post was 

required to prepare meals and cleanup. This 

Base, which became Camp Jubilee and that was 

later renamed Camp John H. Ware III, was 

designed as an outpost camp. The Explorer Base 

featured canoeing on the Octoraro, hiking, and 

other assorted activities, but as Director Ernie 

Heegard stated “there was just so much that 

could be done with limited activities and 

resources. Scouts would enjoy their first year 

there but did not return for other years as they do 

with the Camp Horseshoe programs.”  

 
   Camp Jubilee Explorer Base’s new buildings 

Over time, as Camp Horseshoe operated 

at capacity, the Explorer Base, now Camp 

Jubilee, began to accept scout troops in open 

weeks to fill up that camp. More camping sites, 

lodges, and a pool were added to the camp, and 

more scout programs were included in the 

activities. By 1967, Camp Jubilee had grown to 

require its own camp ranger, Mark Reynolds. 

Camp Jubilee, and its outpost program, became 

an attraction and many troops returned, year 

after year. Bill Robertson, of Oxford Troop 44, 

devoted much time to Camp Jubilee and its 
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maintenance on Order of the Arrow weekends. 

Bill offered these comments about the Jubilee 

experience: “Jubilee was Jambo style camping. 

We did our own meal preparation, building fires 

from the slab wood brought into camp. The 

camp started on Sunday with a campfire and 

ended at breakfast on Saturday. During the week 

we had a full program – merit badges and other 

advancement work during the day and camp 

activities during the evening. Tuesday the troops 

had their own campfire programs and 

Wednesday there was a Water Carnival. Wide 

area games were held on the other nights except 

for Friday when there was the final campfire 

program with the awards”.  

Meanwhile, at Camp Horseshoe, regular 

outpost camps were created for patrol and troop 

overnight camping trips away from Horseshoes 

main site. Campsites were across the Octoraro 

Creek at New Farm I and II, near the George 

Cole house, and at Grey Horse Church, situated 

near a spring. The use of these sites declined as 

most troops chose to remain in camp.  

In 1988, Camp John H. Ware III, saw 

the construction of a dining hall to accommodate 

the grouping number of Webelos and Cub 

campers, and the coming of the Polish National 

Jamboree. While some troops, especially Oxford 

Troop 44, continued to cook “Jambo” style most 

campers used the dining hall and the outpost 

tradition has dwindled away. Some have 

proposed that the old New Farm sites be 

developed as Venture camps, to train older boys 

and girls in basis camping and hiking skills, and 

to provide decent outpost sites for overnight 

camping away from the main camp at Horseshoe 

and bring back a long standing tradition. 
 

A VIRTUAL MUSEUM QUIZ 
(2009 - Contributed by Andrew Coe) 

(Answers appear on the Virtual Museum Website) 

The reader will find many other quizzes of Camp 

Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, 3rd   on the 

Trivia Quiz Section of the Museum. Take the test 
….see how good you are! Note: some questions 

require you to look at website.  Good Luck! 

Q. What is the name of the family that sold the 
Horseshoe property to Chester County Council? 
A. _______________________. 
Q. Which trail features Buzzards’ Rock? 
A. _______________________. 

Q. Which of the following was the nickname of the 
person whose name appears in the name of the Pool at 
Camp Horseshoe ? 
A. _______________________.  
Q. The official name of the Horseshoe Health Lodge is 
the ____________________Health Lodge. 
A. _______________________. 
Q. Drag and drop the Camp Horseshoe Staff Shirts to 
the year in which they were issued. 
A. Top Left = ______, Top Right = _____, Bottom Left = 
_____, Bottom Right = ______ 
Q. Which merit badges will BEST help a Scout compete 
in the Saturday Campwide Games at Camp 
Horseshoe? 
A. Bottom Left  __________, Bottom Center 
______________. 
Q. Which of the following benefactors to HSR was a 
Supreme Court Justice of the United States? 
A. _________________________. 
Q. Who sponsored the construction of the Kindness 
Center? 
A. __________________________. 
Q. Hurricane Agnes destroyed the old camp road in the 
1960s. True or False 
A. __________________________. 
Q. Which of the following is NOT a former campsite at 
Camp Horseshoe? 
A. __________________________. 
Q. “In the Loop of the _____ _____” is the official song 
of Camp Horseshoe. 
A. __________________________. 
Q. Which of the following counties is/are NOT part of 
the Horseshoe Scout Reservation property? 
A. __________________________. 
Q. Which of these awards is sponsored by the Order of 
the Arrow? 
A. ___________________________. 
Q. Which of the following years did Camp Horseshoe 
host a Section Conclave for the Order of the Arrow? 
A. __________________________. 
Q. Who was the first Ranger of Camp Horseshoe? 
A. __________________________. 
Q. In which year did the Army Corps of Engineers build 
a “Bailey Bridge” to connect Camp Ware and Camp 
Horseshoe? 
A. __________________________. 
Q. The Camp Horseshoe pool, when opened in 1930, 
was the United States’ largest outdoor pool located 
East of the Mississippi River. 
 True or False? _______________. 
Q. Summer camp for Chester County Council was held 
at Camp ________ and Camp__________ _____ prior to 
the opening of Camp Horseshoe. 
A. __________________.   And _______________. 
Q. If I am a Scout walking from my 10:00 AM Cooking 
merit badge to my 11:00 AM Environmental Science 
merit badge, what approximate bearing should I take to 
get there? 
A. ___________° 
Q. What year was the Octoraro Lodge Building open to 
the public? _____________. 
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“AN OVERNIGHT AT THE 

COUNCIL CAMPOREE” 
 by Nathan Fuguet, Pack 55 

 
I am a Webelos Cub Scout from Pack 55 

and I was invited with my den to go to the Boy Scout 

Camporee with Troop 55 from Grove United 

Methodist Church. We stayed in the Davey Crockett 

campsite at Camp Horseshoe. 

On Saturday we participated in the camporee 

activities such as archery, rifle range and obstacle 

courses. The name of my patrol was called the "Grass 

Stains". We competed against their Webelos patrols 

(dens). We also learned about first aid at one of the 
stations and how to lash three bamboo sticks together 

to make a tripod. 

On Saturday night we enjoyed a huge 

bonfire where we received ribbons for all the 

competitions. We won five ribbons including 

pumpkin carving, obstacle course, and rifle 

 

 
 

range (bb guns). 

For our meals we had to cook them 

ourselves with the help of the Boy Scouts from Troop 

55. We also enjoyed sitting around our own campfire 

at Crockett campsite telling stories and funny jokes. 

I am glad I was able to go to Camp 

Horseshoe with the Boy Scouts and have such a fun 

time. My Uncle tells me that I can now be a member 

of the Horseshoe Scout Reservation Alumni 
Association because I had spent a night at Horseshoe. 

-Nathan Fuguet 
Cub Pack 55 

 
EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Congratulations Nathan!   Having camped 
overnight at Horseshoe, Webelos Scout 

Fuguet is now a member of the Horseshoe 
Scout Reservation Alumni Association 

(HSRAA) 

 

REUNION CLASSES 1930 - 2011 
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MORE REUNION PICTURES 

 
Chow is served 

 

 

 
Dick and Ed Crompton\] 

 

 

 
Jay Gregg, Paul Owens and Dave Mellinger reunite 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFICERS OF HSRAA 

 Chairman…………………...Mark Hammond 

 Vice Chairman.…..……........John Kemmerer 

 Secretary…………………….Stuart Watson 

 Treasurer……….……………Donald Tyson 

 

LOOP EDITORS: JB Rettew, Associate Editor Neil 

Chippendale; Ellie Rettew 
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