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 HARRISS A. “HAB” BUTLER III IS 

NATIONAL SCOUTING’S SELECTION FOR HALL OF LEADERSHIP FOR 

CHESTER COUNTY COUNCIL, BSA AS COUNCIL CELEBRATES THE 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF SCOUTING WITH MULTI-PROGRAMS 

Among the highlighted components of the 100
th

 celebration was the selection of a person who 

has made a difference in our Council and National Scouting through his fine leadership for many 

years.  A member of the HSRAA, Hab Butler was the chosen individual by the National Scouting 

Committee from the 20+ submitted for the honor by our Council committee of over 45 entries in the 

Council’s Hall of Leadership.  We congratulate Hab (pictured below) with his wife Barbara as they 

celebrated a winning Phillies game where our Scouts and leaders rooted them on.             

                          
 

CRAIG HADDEN, HSRAA member led the Council’s 100th Celebration in 2010. Council 

participation was strong in the year-long series of 100
th

 events which included: Century of 

Values Tour presentation; the Council Recognition dinner in February; A ―Gathering  of Eagles‖ 

event; The Grand Centennial Parade in Washington, DC leading up to the National Jamboree 

100
th

 event and its Shining Light Across America; ―Retro‖ merit badge offerings at summer 

camp; The Council’s Fall Camporee in October with over 1600 Scouts and leaders attending; 

and, the grand highlight event…the Gala at the Rivercrest Golf Club capping the 100
th

 Year!   

And, of course, one of the key components of the 100
th

 was The Horseshoe Scout Reservation 

Alumni Association’s dedication of its 11
th

 reunion in July to Horseshoe’s Scoutmasters and 

Leaders. A ―Trail of Leadership‖ identified those selected for the Hall of Leadership recognition 

with descriptive information about each person.  Many leaders were on hand (a compendium of 

photos are included on the following pages). This included Past Council Presidents Bob Lorgus, 

JB Rettew, Hab Butler, Dolores Hagerstrom, Blake Prichard, Russ Neubauer and 2011- elect Bill 

Taylor. While the day had a bit of ―Horseshoe Dew‖ all enjoyed reuniting at the best attended Reunion.    

http://www.hsraa.org/
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The July Reunion Pictures are shown below… and following page… 
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Opposite page, L to R: 1 – “Berk”, Mark Hammond, Eric Lorgus; Neil Chippendale with Tom Minshall. 

2 - Julie & Neil Chippendale, Yogi Moyer et al.; Steve Miller, John Kemmerer.  3 – Andy Wilson, 

Jim Dukovic, Ernie Heegard, Bill Waxbom, Roy Cole. Al Fegley and Stu Watson; 4- Matje Family. 

  

       

     Col. Herb Armstrong     Bill Waxbom, “Gumps” McComsey            Dolores Hagerstrom 

        

 Herb Warner,  Fred Gates- always there! Tom Murphy and Frank DiMarzio enjoy great meal! 

    

     Jim Battenfelder says”Let’s Chow down!”   Andy Wilson and Neil Chippendale -  Seconds anyone? 
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Century of Values Tour for 100th for Council at Old Court House as 

Troop 6 of West Chester Color Guard officiates 

 
HSRAA   CHAIRMAN MARK HAMMOND’S YEAREND REPORT 

 I am very pleased to report that the HSRAA’s 11th year, which culminated in our July reunion 

and rain fest at Camp Horseshoe, was highly successful.  Our membership rolls grew, brotherhood among 

the Reservations alumni increased (as evidenced by the great attendance and even better spirits during our 

―aqua‖ reunion), and we completed the first project in a multi-phase comprehensive renovation of the 

Camp Horseshoe Picnic Grove. 

Over the last 20-25 years or so, the biological health and appearance 

of the Picnic Grove has slowly, but inexorably, been slipping. This is 

primarily due to erosion, which has exposed the roots of many of the pine 

trees in the Picnic Grove— killing off a number of the pine trees over the 

years and injuring those that remain.  Simply put, our goal is to ―do for the 

Picnic Grove what we did for the Parade Field‖.  The first phase of the 

project is complete— construction of a short stone wall between the 

Parade Field and the Picnic Grove, as well as some other site improvements.  

This project provides an immediate improvement in storm water 

management in the area, and is a precursor to the heart of the project, 

addressing storm water management on/in the Picnic Grove in a permanent and complete manner.  The 

second phase has been designed, and is scheduled for construction in the autumn of 2011.  The second 

phase will be our most expensive annual project expenditure since we were in the middle of the Parade 

Field renovation.  The autumn 2011 work, which includes a seepage bed, a short retaining wall tied into 

significant underground piping for storm water handling, must be constructed as a single, set-piece. 

 The third phase of the project is purely conceptual at this point, but will generally involve the 

―finishing touches‖—aesthetics and issues relating to use.   We are committed to using native plants and 

trees in our re-vegetation efforts, and the HSRAA Nursery is expected to be stocked shortly with 

seedlings for this effort.   

 By the time camp reopens in June 2011, the HSRAA will have performed a number of smaller 

but important projects.  The HSRAA nursery will be up and running.  The nursery will include raised 

beds, an 8’ deer fence with two large gates (allowing truck access) and irrigation.  The nursery will be 

used to grow native plants and trees for placement throughout the camp.  We will also be updating and/or 

putting the finishing touches on several other projects, as well as installing several new camp signs.   

I’m also very excited that the entire 2009-2010 HSRAA Board has agreed to return, and the 

addition of Damon Sinclair as our 15th member.  I’ve known Damon for 25 years, and I have no doubt 

that he’ll be a tremendous asset.        

Yours in the Spirit, 

Mark Hammond 



 5 

West Chester Troop 6 at Horseshoe 

A continuing history of Council’s early units  byNeil Chippendale, Associate Editor 

West Chester Troop 6 was organized as West Chester Troop 1. The first evidence of the Troop’s 

organization was a certificate from the National Boy Scouts of America on December 1, 1910 certifying 

that Henry B. Coleman had qualified as Scoutmaster of Troop 1. Troops were originally identified by the 

city/town location and numerically by their date of charter. After the organization of Chester County 

Council in 1919, duplicate numbers were eliminated and the troop became Troop 6. By all accounts, the 

troop was active at the Council’s various summer camps prior to Camp Horseshoe. John D. Jacob of 

Troop 6 was the Council’s 7
th
 Eagle Scout in 1920. 

           Harold Schramm, 1926 Troop 6 Eagle Scout, was one of a group that inspected the Reynolds farm 

which became Camp Horseshoe in 1927. Harold  Schramm continued in Scouting and has had a long 

history with Chester County Council. In 1982, the 

Camp master building at Horseshoe was renamed 

Schramm Lodge in his honor after a renovation to 

add additional sleeping quarters. Of note: it is 

believed that John Jacob was the same person 

who flew his airplane over Horseshoe taking aerial 

photos before he landed on Goat Hill – now Flagpole 

Hill.  
 Troop 6 is one of the many troops in 

Chester County Council that has maintained a 

continuous relationship with Camp Horseshoe since 

its founding. In 1938, after a forest fire destroyed 

much of campsites Carson, Crockett, and Taylor, members of Troop 6 rallied to help rebuild the 

campsites for the summer season. The group included Scout Bob Lorgus of Troop 6 who would later 

become President of Chester County Council. As Council President, Mr. Lorgus was instrumental in 

guiding the expansion and renovation of the Horseshoe Scout Reservation.  

 On July 1, 1953 Troop 6 Eagle Scout Robert Mackey lost his life to drowning at Camp 

Horseshoe. Troop 6 rallied again to help the camp by digging holes for telephone poles to enable the 

camp to have phone service and gain swifter access to emergency services. In 1958 a memorial plaque 

was dedicated at Horseshoe to the memory of Robert Mackey and Troop 6 donated the first real camp 

telephone to the outside world and dedicated it to the memory of Robert Mackey. Shortly after that, the 

"OCTORARO PHONE COMPANY" was formed. This was the creation of Joe Knipe and Fred Conner, 

along with Tom and Leonard McCabe, and many others of Octoraro Lodge 22, Order of the Arrow. Stock 

shares were printed and sold to acquire wire and equipment for a better in-camp phone system. The first 

switchboard was a huge olive-drab box with five or six rows of switches and drop-down signals. Wires 

were strung throughout camp and phones were installed in most buildings. This launched Camp 

Horseshoe into the 20th Century. 

            
Boonesboro Gateway   Ozzie in 1928  Plaque honoring Troop 6’s Spellman 

  

Starting in the 1930’s, Troop 6’s Ozzie Spellman was a regular at Camp Horseshoe. While on the 

camp staff in 1936, Dr. Spellman worked with architect Danny Dannenberg to construct a new boat dock 

on the Octoraro Creek near today’s athletic field. The creek had been dammed with 500 pounds of stone 
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to provide a swimming and canoeing area and a means for a safe 

entry and exit was required. Dr. Spellman served as Troop 6’s 

Scoutmaster, was a Troop 78 Eagle Scout, was a Camp 

Horseshoe staff member, and was active in the OA program at 

camp. His regular attendance at camp with Troop 6 lasted until 

the 1980’s, broken only by his war service during World War II. 

Ozzie was honored with the Silver Beaver Award and the 

Distinguished Eagle Scout Award.  

Troop 6 continues its annual  traditional stay in 

Boonesboro campsite, a relationship that dates back to the earliest days of Camp Horseshoe in 1928. 

Ozzie Spellman was posthumously honored when Camp Horseshoe’s White House was dedicated to his 

memory in 2007. Pictured above is Mrs. Spellman with Ernie Heegard at dedication. Attending were 

members of his early Scout Troop 78 as well as Troop 6. Bill Waxbom, longtime Troop 6 conducted the 

ceremonies. 

Troop 6 Eagle Scouts played an important role when the first part of the 100
th
 celebration took 

place at the beginning of Scouting’s Centennial year. The ―Century of Values‖ tour came to Chester 

County to be greeted by the Mayor of West Chester and other political dignitaries and our Council 

leadership.  Troop 6 provided the Flag and Honor Guard at the Old Court House in West Chester. At that 

time an impressive picture was presented to the Council by National representatives. 

HERE’S “VM” - HSRAA’S VIRTUAL MUSEUM NEWS…  

HSRAA’s Virtual Museum‖ is a reality on a computer near you!  Check out the addition of a nine 

segment movie taken of the 10th Reunion with all the tributes and the Retreat presentation to Ernie and 

JB. (Check the top floor of the Virtual Museum and look for 

―Special Summer Programs‖ and its link to HSRAA Reunions.) 

 Word has it that Utube ™ carries two of our 1930’s movies 

of Camp Horseshoe which originated on our Virtual Museum 

website. You, too, can view them by going to www.hsraa.org and 

checking the Virtual Museum reference on the index. 

Have some fun on the VM site…test your history! Andy Coe has 

added a contest in the form of a museum hunt! Try it, you’ll like 

it…maybe you can do better than this writer did. 

Picture left is Andy Coe and great VM contributor Rollie Minshall…Pictures are needed along 

with other memorabilia.  Contact JB Rettew, Andy Coe or Dave Woodward. 
 

ERNIE HEEGARD WRITES OF PLAQUES IN HIS ARTICLE… 

“IF WALLS COULD TALK” 

Visitors and newcomers to Camp Horseshoe cannot help but be impressed by 

the unusual and colorful wall coverings which adorn the walls of the Allen 

Memorial Dining Hall. It has taken over 50 years, countless quarts of paint, 

and numerous cords of wood to achieve the dazzling results. The imagination, 

creativity, and artistry  which is represented here, is only surpassed by the 

pride displayed each Sunday when Scouts are called on to present their 

plaques to the camp  dining hall. The facial expressions of pride and 

accomplishments are priceless as each Scout hands over his masterpiece.  The pride in their Patrol and Troop is then 

memorialized as their plaque is hung in the hallowed halls of Horseshoe. 

However, this has not always been the practice at camp.   

In the early years, from 1928 to 1951, our dining hall saw little 

in the way of decorations. Only an enormous American flag hung from the 

center rafters and two very large stuffed animal heads were all that 

dominated the side walls:  the moose head prominently displayed on the 

fireplace and the elk head on the opposite side. The walls and beams 

were unfinished and left to weather a deep brown color over time. It is 

important to remember that the dining hall then was only half the size as it 

is today.  The new half was added in 1960.  Aside from the massive stone 

fireplace, very little adorned the walls, save for a dozen or so old and highly 

prized Scout calendars which were evenly spaced around the room.  Each year the National Council produced a promotional 

http://www.hsraa.org/
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calendar and commissioned the famed illustrator and artist, Norman Rockwell, to render an original work depicting some 

Scouting scene.  The calendars, approximately 15 inches wide and 24 inches long, were then purchased by local councils 

through a local business sponsor whose company's name and some pertinent information about the company was printed 

between the picture and the calendar at the bottom. CHIEF LOUIS LESTER was our Scout Executive from 1940 to 1957. He 

also took on the added responsibility of Camp Director the summer of 1951.  Lou, or Chief as he preferred to be called, took 

great personal pride in the calendar project and yearly recruited a popular and prominent funeral home in the West Chester 

area as the sponsor.  Chief would each summer ceremoniously select another prominent spot on the almost naked walls of the 

dining hall to display the current year's rendering which added to the growing gallery of past calendars.   

       

 
 

 Chief Lester needed some additional help to run camp the summer of 1951, as he needed to return to West Chester 

from time to time in order to attend to his duties as Scout Executive.  Chief appointed one of his District Executives, SID 

BELL, to the post of Assistant Camp Director.  Sid Bell had a very interesting personality: very quiet, almost reserved, but 

extremely hard-working.  He had new projects going almost all the time.  Many of these were accomplished in or around the 

handicraft area, which was where it is today-  on the ground floor of Kindness Center.  Sid and I had a great working 

relationship, as I was Handicraft Director that year. I wrote about Sid's contributions in a previous article: the Horseshoe belt 

brands, Scout Law sign, camp sign, some Scout songs, and numerous hand painted merit badge emblem plaques - to reiterate 

just a few of his contributions. Sid Bell also wanted to see more colorful items hanging on the dining hall walls which would 

be added to the plaques which he had completed and hung between the calendars.  He introduced patrol plaques to the camp 

program. However, very few patrols took up this idea, probably because the Scouts were from mixed Scout troops and 

bunking together in stockade bunk houses.  It wasn't until 1960 when the national council put on a big push to have natural 

troops camp together with their own leadership that the patrol method was really adopted in the Camp Horseshoe program. It 

was only then that the patrol plaque came into its own, but what we see today really started back in 1951. 

     Oh! What about the calendars?  Well! One afternoon toward the end of camp while Sid was hanging one of his 

painted plaques, he had an idea that the lower portion of the sacred calendars was no longer needed.  Within minutes, his 

sheers were applied, and the calendars and the advertising were separated from Rockwell's artistry, and were discarded.  

Later when Chief returned, there was an explosion much like the noontime quarry blasts of old where all the buildings in 

camp would shake to their foundations. The Rockwell pictures hung around for a while, but they were gradually replaced by 

the patrol plaques.  Mr. Bell soon moved on to another council.  I never knew for sure whether the chopped calendars 

hastened Sid's transfer, however, the legacy of Sid's patrol plaque project has become a lasting tradition at Horseshoe and an 

inspiration to the many  would-be young Scout artists who have and will continue to decorate the hallowed halls of 

Horseshoe!  Thank you Sid! 

Thousands of Patrol, Troop and Staff Plaques have each taken a place on walls and today many are sought out by 

returning alumni and Scouts,  Adding to the ―colorful displays are the Marching trophies of current and past years heartily 

competed for each week during the summer. The following images adorn the Horseshoe Dining Hall and the tradition now 

extends to Camp John H. Ware, III’s Dining Center.  The plaques carry a sense of fun, accomplishment  and  the history of 

Scouts and Scouting days in camp. (Below - L to R: Polish Jambo ’88 Plaque;  Retreat Trophies;   Camp Ware Archery Competition.) 
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2010 NOTES AROUND CAMP AND COUNCIL… 

 Over 500 in camp for 1
st
 week creates interesting dining experience in Allen Memorial and Lodge 

Building! While National Jamboree attracted many of our Scouts, our camps had more than 2100 

campers this season. 

 At Camp Horseshoe, popular again was the new Scout Trail Blazer as well as programs 

strengthening patrol methods. Kayak and COPE programs were also popular.  

 Camp Ware’s program, with Chris Wilder’s leadership, included the Special Needs Camporee. 

Science and Energy programs were tops even considering the impact of the National Jamboree. 

Venturing week included horseback riding and cooking programs. Cub 4-day programs were 

strong. BMX program introduced. 

 Environmental  Program center built around Serpentine Barrens presentations by Joe Eagan 

discussions continue. 

 HSRAA membership, reported by Neil Chippendale, close to 200 for the year. 
 HSRAA Reunion 2011 to be at camp John H. Ware, III. Watch next issue of Octoraro 

Loop for information. 
    

SPECIAL MESSAGE TO ALL HSRAA MEMBERS AND FAMILIES… 
Cub Scouting - our Council - needs your help in recruiting new members for Cub 

units in your area. As local school districts restrict our getting the word out to youngsters 
in the school system, we rely more upon word of mouth and local promotions.  You can be 
local community “ambassadors” in bringing the Scouting message to youth in your 
neighborhood. Please help in building our Cub membership so that Scouting at all levels 
remains an important force in our future and in all our communities. 

OUR 12
TH

 REUNION 2010 PICTURES … 
                                                         

              
Council Presidents: Bill Taylor (elect), Bob Lorgus, JB Rettew,   1930 Class; McComsey, R. Minshall, Bob Lorgus 

Dolores Hagerstrom, Hab Butler, Blake Prichard and Russ Neubauer. 

GONE… BUT NOT FORGOTTEN  
J. Roland Smith, HSRAA member and former 

member of Devon Troop 50 and Berwyn Troop 11, 

passed away in December. Rol (ctr) was a Horseshoe 

Staff member in the 1948 – 49 periods and served as 

Stockade Leader of Boonesboro Campsite. A member 

of the OA, he attended a number of Reunions including 

the one at the right. He served on the Staff with  Rev. 

Edward  ―Casey‖ Jones (L) Bill Lenker (Rear L) and 

close friend of over 65 years, JB Rettew (R). His Eagle 

Scout grandson, Jordan Maria ,is  seen standing in back 

of Rol. He is missed. - JB 
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THE CLASS OF 1940’S    THE CLASS OF 1950’S 
 

 

     
THE CLASS OF 1960’S    THE CLASS OF 1970’S 
 

 

    
THE CLASS OF 1980’S    THE CLASS OF 1990’S 

 
                                                                                                                                                               OFFICERS OF HSRAA 

                                                                                                                                          Chairman…………………...Mark Hammond 

                                                                                                                                          Vice Chairman.…..……........John Kemmerer 

                                                                                                                                          Secretary…………………….Stuart Watson 

                                                                                                                                          Treasurer……….……………Donald Tyson 

 

                                         OCTORARO  LOOP EDITORIAL STAFF: JB Rettew, Neil Chippendale, Ellie Rettew 
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