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HSRAA PLANNING FOR A GREAT REUNION ON JULY 21 AT CAMP HORSESHOE!  
Jay Gregg and Stu Watson are heading up the HSRAA Reunion and are promising a “BIG” time on July 21, 2012 

at the 13
th

 Annual event…at Camp Horseshoe to celebrate the 85th Anniversary of the Reservation. This year’s Reunion 

promises to be one of the best ever for our Alumni, friends, relations and the kids. It will be great seeing everyone come 
back…Clarke, Andy, Chris, Joe, Mark, Karen, Yogi, Fred, Johnny, Gumps, Woody and so many others.  You’ll hear 

stories galore (even some true ones) embellished by time and memory. Plenty to see…the new addition to the Allen 

Memorial Dining Hall, the work done by your HSRAA, the Parade Field, etc… 
Damon Sinclair has put his creative mind to work on movie projects for WHYY-TV and now has promised a pot 

pourri of movies taken of our beloved Horseshoe (digitized) in earlier days – fighting with the revenuers…the Hiawatha 

pageant…coming to camp (originally done by Philadelphia Electric Co.)…and, if you can imagine it… Jack Jacobs’ plane 

out of West Chester “buzzing” Flag Pole Hill 
and…landing there! What a night and what fun 

including a pig roast with all the trimmings. And, 

regardless of age, voice, pitch, etc. join in some of 
those great songs of yesteryear and laugh a lot! 

Hike the trails (amazing how they have 

become rougher, steeper), watch the swim meet at 
the Heistand Pool, try your hand at the heaving 

bar, or just relax. And, don’t be late to get your 

picture taken with your “class” right before the 

Retreat Ceremony on the Parade Ground we 
continue to maintain. 

If you have any memorabilia for the 

Virtual Museum, bring it along so it can be posted 
on the website and the Virtual Museum.  And, if 

you have not seen the “VM” you’ll have a chance 

to view it.  So…see you there! 

 

GOOD HAPPENINGS AT THE COUNCIL AND NATIONAL BSA MEETING 
A number of significant happenings. In February 2012, Patricia “Patsy” Farrell became our 36th Council 

President. She has held a number of Scouting offices over the years and most recently was our Council Treasurer.  She  

and her family have been connected to Troop 6 West Chester and she has three Eagle Scout sons.  Welcome aboard, 

Patsy! 
Event wise: it was the 20th year that Richard “Dick” Vermeil (former Eagle’s football coach) headed up the 

Vermeil Golf Tournament fund-raiser, an event that Dolores Hagerstrom (HSRAA member) was instrumental in forming.  

Council Commissioner Mary Kuklinski, reports that at the National BSA meeting which she attended in Florida, 
Hab Butler (HSRAA member and Silver Buffalo recipient) was elected President of the Northeast Region BSA. In 

addition, the Council was singled out for two other awards for our youth members: Octoraro Lodge 22 earned the 

prestigious E. Urner Goodman National Camping Award and Christine Luczka Crew 23 and the Northeast Region 

Venturing Chairman from our Council was honored. She was recognized for her outstanding Venturing leadership in the 
Northeast Region receiving three “VLA” awards. What the Chester County Council report referred to as a ‘Venturing 

Award’…Or, as one commented…’a  Venturing ‘rock star!’ …   Congratulations to all! 

 

 

http://www.hsraa.org/


 

HSRAA CHAIRMAN JOHN 

KEMMERER WRITES ABOUT  OUR 

MISSION: 
Dear Fellow HSRAA Members,  

I’m pleased to report that our Association 
remains active in pursuit of our three-pronged mission: 

preserving camp traditions, offering opportunities for 

fellowship among our group, and enhancing the HSR 

experience for campers today by funding improvement 
projects. 

As I write this, we’re in final preparations for 

our annual reunion on July 21st. The activities of that 
day will touch on all facets of our mission as we 

celebrate the 85th anniversary of the HSR.  

We’ll have history exhibits on display and we’ll 

hear from the current leaders of Chester County Council 
and our camps. There will also be ample time for 

reconnecting with old friends and swapping stories of 

camp with folks from different eras.  For those of you 
interested in contributing a little sweat and toil, HSRAA 

members are invited to join the OA Trail Crew for a 

morning work detail. Look for more information about 
both the reunion and the workday elsewhere in this 

newsletter.  

At the reunion, we’ll hold a brief business 

meeting to approve a slate of board members for the 
upcoming year. If you, or someone you know, might be 

interested in serving on the board, please contact our 

nominating committee at Neil_Chippendale@msn.com. 
We have begun using conference call technology for 

most of our meetings so board members need not be 

physically near Chester County. We have current board 
level initiatives in many areas, from projects to 

recruitment, and we’d welcome your help and ideas.  

Finally, as I sign off, I’d like to make an appeal 

to each of you to promote Scouting in any way you can, 
and especially with regard to Cub Scout age boys. For 

Cub age boys, participation  rates are decreasing and the 

potential repercussions of this trend are a threat to the 
relevance of the HSRAA. On a positive note, the camps 

of HSR are near-fully booked for the summer of 2012 

and the enthusiastic and talented staffs are well-prepared 

to impart the traditions and deliver the program of which 
we are all so proud. I look forward to seeing many of 

you at the reunion and encourage your feedback and 

suggestions. 

Yours in the Spirit of the Horseshoe,     John  

+    +    +    + 

HSRAA ON 'THE NET'   
  The Alumni Association has been actively 

increasing its presence on the Internet over the years.  

We have had a website pretty much from our start. As 

the internet has evolved, so has HSRAA's presence on 

the web.  Here’s a quick update on our progress - 
  The Virtual Museum (VM) was added in 2009 

and is currently the home of over 4400 artifacts.  This 

growth is the direct result of alumni members digging 

into their personal archives and sharing their treasures.  
If you haven't checked the museum recently, we  

encourage you to do so at:  www.hsraa.org/museum.  

We, the curators, are always looking for new material, so 
take some time and go to your closets and attics, brush 

of the dust and see what items you might have.  Artifacts 

can be submitted online by clicking the 'Submit 
Artifacts' link on the VM menu or by contacting a 

museum curator at curator@hsraa.org.  

  In keeping with the 21st century, HSRAA now 

has a presence on both Facebook and Twitter thanks to 
the efforts of Andrew Coe.  Our Facebook page is 

www.facebook.com/HSRAABSA and currently has 

triple digit fans (100 to be precise.)  If you are not 
already a fan, check us out.  Don't forget to 'like' us!  For 

you Twitter users, follow us at 

www.twitter.com/hsraa_bsa. 
Many of you received the 2012 Reunion 

information by Email.  HSRAA is using Email to keep 

members informed of Alumni Association happenings.  

If you use email and did not receive a notice, it is most 
likely that our database is not up to date with your Email 

address.  If you contact us at admin@hsraa.org, we can 

update your records.   

 
  Recently, the website (www.hsraa.org) was 
given a facelift.  The new look is intended to present the 

HSRAA mission to all alumni of the Horseshoe Scout 

Reservation.  Hopefully, the new site will be a little 
easier to navigate.  We've also added more pictures from 

reunions and projects.  You may notice that some holes 

where some of the projects or reunions are not 

represented.  Help us fill those holes if you have pictures 
or information that you would like to share.   

You can update your profile from the website.  

To do so you must log on (the logon button is on the 
website home page).  To create a log on, we need your 

current email address in our database.  If you have any 

trouble creating a logon, contact the webmaster at 

admin@hsraa.org and he can get you set up. 

+    +    +    + 



 

 
Trees at Rothrock small 45years ago (above) 

 

HORSESHOE TODAY BY BERKIE 
According to Mike Berkiehiser, this summer 

will be an exciting one at Camp Horseshoe with Craig 

Cohen and Alex Keene returning for the third year as 
Program Director and Commissioner. Other senior staff 

members include Dr. David Mellinger and Mark Graham 

in the Health Lodge, Will Stevens as Aquatics Director, 
and Ben Reddy serving it up in the kitchen. We’ll be 

celebrating 85 successful years of camp! 

We are offering a new program this summer 
called the Mason Dixon Adventure, which was run as a 

pilot program by Bill Hohl at Camp Ware for one week 

last summer with tremendous success. Scouts who are 

13 years of age and older, Venturers, and Scouters can 
take part in their Philmont style back country 

experience. They can come with their troops or as 

provisionals and spend from Monday morning to Friday 
evening enjoying the lesser known back country areas 

around camp. They hike to a new location each morning 

and set up their leave no trace campsite. They then have 

an exciting experience each afternoon. Activities include 
things like spar pole climbing, rock climbing, black 

powder shooting, and tomahawk throwing, and building 

a raft out of natural materials to float the entire team 
down the Octoraro.  

For the first time this summer, Scouts can earn 

the World Conservation Award at camp by earning  
Environmental Science, Citizenship in the World and 

either Soil and Water Conservation or Fish and Wildlife 

Management merit badges.    

On behalf of the Horseshoe staff and the 
thousands of Scouts and Scouters who enjoy the 

Horseshoe Scouts Reservation and get the “dust in their 

moccasins” every year, I would like to thank all of the 
Horseshoe Scout Reservation Alumni Association 

members for all of your help and support. While we are 

fortunate to have such a wonderful property and great 
facilities, the camp staff always talks about how it is the 

people that make camp so special. Thank you for helping 

to make camp so special for so many. 

 

CAMP JOHN H. WARE 3
RD

 IS 

CELEBRATING ITS 55TH SEASON 
Bill Hohl, former staff member from Camp 

Horseshoe takes over the reins at Camp John H. Ware, 
3

rd
 this summer. Multi-tasking is the key to the fun and 

successful Ware Program.  

The Special Needs Camporee finished several 

weekends ago at Ware. The Boy Scout troop camping is 
here now with 5 or 6 troops. Troop 44 of Oxford is back 

as it has been almost every year from the start. Cub 

Overnight and Day Camps fill in weeks coming up. One 
of the highlights will be the Science Camp and 

Venturing camp weeks later on. Truly the Staff at Ware 

is a great multi-tasker.  
Congratulations to Ray Hayden and our Camp 

Directors, Mike Bekeihiser at Horseshoe, and Bill Hohl 

at Ware, and their staff at both camps for achieving 

perfect scores in our annual national camp inspection 
and accreditation! 

Ware was inspected yesterday, and Horseshoe 

today. The Ranger staff and Camp Staff put a lot of 
effort into making our camps the best they can be. We’re 

proud of them and congratulate our staff on this 

recognition of all their efforts! Well done! 

  +     +     +     +     + 
 

 
An early photo (1927?) of the Loop in the Octoraro Bend at 

Horseshoe Farm 
 

A LAND PURCHASE STORY REFLECTS 

EARLY 18TH CENTURY…NOW IN THE 

21
ST

 CENTURY – A REAL TREASURE… 

“A REAL CAMP FOR REAL BOYS!” 
Loop Article by Neil Chippendale (From history records, 

pictures from JB Rettew and Ernie Heegard) 
 

THE WHITE HOUSE – CAMP HORSESHOE…: 

In a brochure prepared by our Chief (Scout 

Executive) Louis Lester in 1944, he calls upon the 
writings by Judge W. W. MacElree. The following 

excerpts, entitled "Horse-Shoe Bend" are from his book 

"Around the Boundaries of Chester County."  



"Below Wood's Bridge the Octoraro meanders 

around the southwestern corner of West Nottingham 
Township and flows into Maryland; then loath to leave 

the state that gave it birth it turns northward once again 

and lingers long enough to murmur its farewell and 

having done so hastens on it its quest for the 
Susquehanna.  

"Who first gave the name of "Horse-Shoe" to 

this portion of the Octoraro or when it was given is alike 
unknown.  

"There was a record in 1751 of a survey that was 

made by George Churchman for Robert Mitchel of "two 
small Pieces of Land Situate in a Loop of Octoraro 

Creek called the Horse-Shoe ford" , containing in both 

70 acres and the usual allowance. “Some years later, 

Mitchel abandoned the land and in 1786, John 
Churchman surveyed the entire tract for himself and 

labeled it Crook Hill. One naturally asks why such a 

name was given to these acres in this beautiful turn of 
the Octoraro. In recent years, before the Scout Camp was 

organized, the number of illicit distilleries that were 

operated within its watery boundaries might well make 
such a designation appropriate, but my question relates 

to conditions in 1786. This question is apparently 

answered in Churchman's patent of July 14, 1786, in 

which the name is changed to Crooked Hill.  
"In 1822, the land was sold for taxes to Charles 

Miner the scholarly editor of the Village Record. Later, 

he disposed of the property to Will Work for the sum of 
two hundred dollars. "In 1826, it passed into the 

Reynolds family- purchased by Samuel Reynolds for 

three hundred dollars in dried peaches and sheep. The 

Reynolds family cleared the land and created a small 
farm along the banks of the Octorara Creek where the 

athletic field is today. The first building to appear in the 

Horseshoe loop was a small dwelling located just down 
the hill from the Kindness Center. 

 
The extended Reynolds family outside the White House 

 This building provided a home for Samuel, his 

wife, and three children. This dwelling quickly became  

 

adequate for the Reynolds family and a larger home was 

constructed out of local field stone just up the hill and to 
the south of the original building. The exact date of 

construction is not known, but it is this building that 

became the original Camp Horseshoe headquarters and 

as we know as today as the White House. 
The White House was our headquarters for a 

number of years and  the inside was modified to make 

the building more usable. Two of the smaller rooms on 
the first floor were made into one room and one fireplace 

was closed up. The second floor added a bathroom and a 

hall between the rooms. The third floor attic as divided 
into two rooms for storage of camp materials and at one 

time a museum. For the first 18 years of camp the first 

floor was used as the camp office and first aid station, 

the second floor contained the Camp Director’s office, 
staff quarters, and the infirmary. For those of you who 

have visited the White House one can understand how 

tight the space must have been.  

White House as Camp Headquarters 1928 

 
When the new Camp Headquarters was 

completed in 1947, the old Headquarters building was 

renovated with funds partly secured by the Mothers 

Auxiliaries of the County, and equipped for the use of 
mothers and other ladies who may be visiting the 

Reservation.  The furniture for the first floor was secured 

and presented by the Mothers Auxiliary of District One.  
The renovated building with equipment and furniture 

was put into use in its complete form on Owen J. 

Robert's Day, July 24, 1948. 
Thursday at Camp Horseshoe means outpost 

night, where troops cook for themselves in their own 

sites and give the kitchen staff a break. Prior to outpost 

however, Thursday night meant a Mexican fiesta 
(Taco’s), or a Hawaiian Luau (ham and pineapple), 

served outside. Often the camp was invited to dinner at 

the White House. This meant the Thursday meal was 
served on the White House lawn as shown in the 

attached picture. Sometimes the menu might be modified 

to hot dogs and hamburgers, although Mark Hammond 



(past HSRAA Chairman and Staff member) claims that 

Pizza was served at least one Thursday night. 

 
Dedication of White House in 2007. Ernie Heegard with Mrs. Spellman 

When long-time Distinguished Scouter and 

former Scoutmaster Dr. Elwood “Ossie” Spellman was 

killed in an automobile accident, his many Scouting and 
personal friends set about raising funds to renovate the 

White House and name it in his honor. 

 
Dedication ceremonies were led by Bill 

Waxbom, Ossie’s friend and former West Chester Troop 

6 Scoutmaster. Two of the troops in which Ossie served, 

Troop 78 of Willistown and Troop 6 of West Chester, 
joined in the ceremonies. Ossie’s widow, daughter and 

grandchildren were there for the services, as were many 

close Scouting friends and dignitaries. A fine supper 

followed. 

 

85 YEARS CELEBRATING AT OUR 

HORSESHOE SCOUT RESERVATION – 

A RETROSPECTIVE BY DECADES… 

1919 – Chester County Council, BSA first chartered by 

the Boy Scouts of America. 1926 saw  the founding of 
our Octoraro Lodge 22 of the Order of the Arrow – 

Wimachtendienk W. W . 

1927 -Summer Camping at Camp Lafayette (Icedale, 
PA) 1919 - 1920 and subsequent years at Camp 

Rothrock (12 miles from Carlisle, PA), served our 
Scouts well.   However, 1927 became a pivotal year 

when the “Horseshoe Farm” and the B. F. Reynolds 

farm attracted our Council leadership’s attention by 

being close to our headquarters and having a unique 
presence in Chester County on the Mason & Dixon line. 

 

 
ARIAL VIEW BY JACK JACOBS – WE BELIEVE 

The story is told about our Chief Scout 

Executive Charles M. Heistand (and we believe it so as 
it was related to our Scouts at almost every opening 

campfire thereafter) as to how impressed he was with 

what he saw as the potential to be among the hills and 
expanse of the farm that was at the end of the winding 

dirt road through the dense woods as he travelled by the 

Octoraro Creek. 
 The story that was related took some twists 

 
PICTURE TAKEN OF STILLS AT CAMP 

and turns especially when Chief encountered “a number  



of questionable looking characters who were sporting 

guns and obviously acting as look-outs or guards.” 
Chief, wearing his broad-brim campaign hat and 

uniform, had been mistaken as a “revenue agent.” It 

seems these characters were standing guard protecting 

illegal stills in the area. (It was later learned that more 
than 100 stills were found on our camp property.)  Chief 

was able to assure the “guards” that he meant no ill will 

and was permitted to enter “our new property. 
When Chief visited the property, he brought 

along Board members and a number of Eagle Scouts. 

One of these Eagles (according to Bill Waxbom of 
Troop 6) was Harold J. Schramm of Troop 6. Harold 

later became a prominent West Chester industrial leader 

and maintained an active role with Scouting. In Fact 

both Schramm Lodge and Schramm Campsite were later 
named in his honor. Chief Heistand became our first 

Camp Director at Horseshoe as the camp was promoted 

as “A Real Camp for Real Boys!” The rest is a rich fiber 

in the cloth of our Council’s history 

 

 
1937 - Ten years have gone by now. Our camp is 

growing. The first 5 original camps on the “Loop” road 
past Browning Memorial Lodge were Sherwood Forest, 

Boonsboro, Kit Carson, Fire Circle and Bayard Taylor. 

Now the name Davey Crockett replaced “Fire Circle”. 
The spirit of the campers was high judging from the 

stockades’ cheers and their songs like “Oh! We’re from 

camp Davey Crockett…and don’t try to knock it…the 

best camp down on the line…” Other camps would 
follow trying to out sing the others…”Over hill …over 

dale…as we hit the dusty trail…to Kit Carson, etc…” 

and that might be followed by the “merry men” of  

Sherwood Forest with…Ki! Yi! Kiakus, everybody like 
us, we are the men of Sherwood Forest!”  Days were 

spent at the swimming pool or boating on the Octoraro 

Creek above the rock dam created at Staff Camp close to 

the bend in the Octoraro or passing tests for various class 
ranks or merit badges. 

 
1930 POOL BUILT  NAMED FOR CHIEF CHARLES M. HEISTAND 
 

 
BILL LEAR (T6) AND IKE WHYTE (T50) STAFF OF THE LATE 

‘20’S 

1947 – One of the honorees of the Silver Beaver Award 

this year was William Palmer Lear. Lear was a Scout 

Master of West Chester Troop 21 and had served on the 
Camp Horseshoe Staff in the 1920’s to 1930’s. Indeed a 



very prominent young man whose mark was made at 

Horseshoe. The work Lear did on Native American 
Indian Pageants (Saturday Campfires), and other 

campfire ceremonial programs and the like are still used 

to this day 

NEW HQ OPENS….  

 This year, the White House (past Reynolds’ 
Family Home) which had served as Camp HQ since the 

very first days Scouts showed up to camp, was replaced 

by a new building set back from the Loop Road.  Here 
the camp’s business was transacted and Scouts directed 

to the Health Lodge and their campsite for check-in. The 

canteen that had been at the basement of Kindness 

Center was now replaced by the Trading Post. Manning 
the new Camp Head Quarters that year were Ronald 

Sykes and Johnny (JB) Rettew. It became the more 

popular place especially for candy and ice cream after 

dinner! 

1957 – Another pivotal year for the Horseshoe Scout 

Reservation and our Council. John H. Ware 3rd was now 

the Council President – his family took a deep interest in 

our Reservation and the Council Service Center. It was 
the 30th anniversary of our Camp. It was also a time of 

great influx of new Scouts from the county as people  

 

moved to the suburbs from the cities. Plans were 

formulated by our Council for a major expansion of our 

camping facilities – namely the “Camp Expansion”  

program.  This plans called for the 

acquisition/development of new property – the Lewis 
Property – which later became the “Explorer Base”and 

addition of new camps at Horseshoe – Roberts, 

Rothrock, Octoraro, Lenni Lenape and Conestoga. Also, 

expansion of our Allen Memorial became a major 
consideration at this time. Noteworthy was the fact that 

Ernie Heegard was now a member of the Camp Staff and 

would have a major impact over the success of the 
Explorer Camp that became known as Jubilee as well as 

making a long-time impact as Director of Camp 

Horseshoe. 

 
2009 MAGAZINE SHOWS COWBOY C.C. AND GEORGE COLE 
 

1967 – George Cole, second generation Camp Ranger 
(his dad C.C. Cole was the first and had helped build the 

camp) got an assistant (Mark Reynolds) due to our 

having a second pool and much more land to care for. 

George was remembered for his Jeep rides about camp 
and his “twisty canes”! “Jambo-Style” camping was the 

Camp Jubilee oriented program – piles of slab wood 

provided firewood for individual patrol cooking 
throughout the week. Merit badge programs were set up 

for the Scouts by the staff and evening programs were as 

popular as at Camp Horseshoe. Bill Robertson and his 
Troop 44 from Oxford was a proponent of the camping  

style that Jubilee offered. Bill and his troop devoted 

many long hours to building benches and tables when a 

new Dining Hall was built. At Jubilee, Jr. Leader  



Training was led by Harvey Rettew (He earned his Eagle 

as a “Lone Scout” in an area where there was no Scout 
Troop available). Harvey passed on to the learners the 

excellent skills he had learned using wood tools…also, 

he was renowned for cooking rhubarb pies. Wood Badge 

Training would later be centered at Jubilee.  Led by 
Richie Richardson and other OA members, a new bridge 

replaced the swinging bridge from Horseshoe to the OA 

Circle. 

1977 – It was the 50th anniversary for Camp Horseshoe. 

The old camp road along the Octoraro was replaced with 
one cut in by the Army Engineers over Flag Pole Hill. 

Roy G. Cole was announced as the new Camp Ranger (a 

third generation son of George Cole). The Council’s 
Cubbing program was active this year headed up by 

Dolores Hagerstrom. Cub day camps were being held in 

various locations and a pilot Cub Scout camping project 
took place at Camp Horseshoe this summer. Who will 

ever forget the Sunday final meal – always popular – 

filled with excitement and song! After the Clean Camp, 

Turtle Derby and other awards, the staff would lead a 
rousing “Who killed cock robin…?” song, followed by 

“Green Grow the Rushes, Oh!” with campers wildly 

flapping their napkins overhead!  And, of course, the 
final dismissal song of “Trail the Eagle”resounding 

through the hills and woods at Camp! 

1987 – By now, to honor John H. Ware 3rd, Camp 

Jubilee was re-named  recognizing the impact he had on 

our Reservation and as a Senator. The “Trail Blazer” 
newspaper sadly noted the passing of Chief Charles M. 

Heistand, founder of Horseshoe, Camp Director, and 

founder of the Order of the Arrow Lodge – 

Wimachtendienk. W. W. in 1926. His service to 
Scouting here and at National was 52 years. This 

summer plans were being laid by Bill Hess for the 

Council to host 1200 Boy and Girl Scouts from around 
the world at Horseshoe in 1988 for the International 

Jamboree for Polish Scouts-in- Exile 

 

A new Dining Hall was being built at Camp Ware in 

readiness. At this time, our beloved and respected Camp  

Director Ernie Heegard announced his plans for 

retirement; Ernie had served on the Staff since 1959. In 
his honor, a new fire circle, Achgeketum Circle 

(meaning the teacher) was built in his honor. It served 

well for the 1200 boisterous Polish Scouts and ever since 

for the Closing Campfire for our Scouts and leaders at 
the end of the camping week. 

 

1997 – Camp John H. Ware, 3rd’s Camp Director this 

year was Ben Bruton, one of several members of his 
family to serve on the Staff there. At Horseshoe, Bill 

Hess, Reservation Manager, had started to explore 

C.O.P.E. (Challenging Outdoor Personal Experience) 
programs at other Scouting camps.   Along in this period 

at the top of our Flag Pole Hill, a C.O.P.E. course took 

shape as an offering to attract older Scouts at Camp. 

 
 
 Eventually, the low wire course was complemented by a 

high wire course with a zip line and became an integral 

part of our camping experience. 
 Al Forssmark was a key builder of the Course 

and had the program area named after him.  The seeds 

for the Horseshoe Alumni Society were sown by Joe 

Eagan who had seen how such a program had benefitted 
Yagoo Scout Reservation. Eventually, this would “catch 

fire” with a number of former staffers from Camp 

Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware 3rd. Bob Matje was 
to be the new organization’s leader. 

 

 



 
WARE PAST DIRECTORS: MONTICH, OWENS AND MELLINGER 

 

 

 
WARE ARCHERY PAVILLION BUILT BY HSRAA DEDICATED 

 

2007 – In 2000, the Horseshoe Reservation Alumni 

Society – HSRAA was formed and held its 1st Reunion 

at Camp Horseshoe. By this year, a number of projects 
benefitting both Horseshoe and Ware had been 

completed – Gateways were erected at the entrances to 

both Camps.  An Archery Range Pavilion had been 

completed by the 7th Reunion at Ware as the camp 
celebrated its 50th anniversary. Jim Montich was Camp 

Ware Director while Mike Berkiehiser was the 

Horseshoe Director this year continuing to attract top 
notch staff.  It was “Bill Robertson’s Day at Ware. He 

was celebrated and presented with a special  

commemorative plaque as Paul Ware (son of John H. 
Ware 3rd) looked on and joined in the celebration. Camp 

Horseshoe was celebrating as well - its 80th Year!  The 

camp had a distinct new look as it sported a new Troop 

flagpole field stone wall at the head of the parade ground 
and a new Parade Field. 2007 saw a new Flag Pole at 

Horseshoe.  Mark Hammond was HSRAA President.  

 
 

 

Later in the summer the Horseshoe White House was 

formally dedicated to the memory of Ozzie Spellman, 
long time Troop Scoutmaster and camper/leader at 

Horseshoe. 

 
2012 EAGLES sSOAR OVER HORSESHOE RESERVATION! 

 

 
HSRAA NEW PARADE GROUNDS LEAD PROJECTS! 

 

NOTE: SATURDAY, JULY 21A.M. THE ORDER 
OF THE ARROW, LODGE 22, HAS A TRAIL 
CREW PROJECT (SEE THE TRAIL BLAZER 
OR LODGE 22 WEBSITE) FOR INFORMATION 
AND  FOR SIGNING UP…OR, CALL COUNCIL 
610-696-2900 FOR INFORMATION.  
…IT FINISHES BEFORE REUNION! 
 

 

OFFICERS OF HSRAA 

Chairman…………………...John Kemmerer 

Secretary…………………….Stuart Watson 

Treasurer……….……………Donald Tyson 

LOOP EDITORS: JB Rettew, Neil Chippendale, Ellie 

Rettew 
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