
The purpose and mission of the Horseshoe Scout Reservation Alumni Association
"To preserve and promote the spirit and heritage of Horseshoe Scout Reservation and its camps 

(Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, III), to be a benefactor to the Reservation and to promote 

the brotherhood of Scouting among the alumni of the Reservation."

REUNION SCHEDULE

1:00 – 1:30 PM Greeters and Registration at Horseshoe’s Goodman Pavilion

1:30 PM Bus Tour departs Horseshoe for Camp John H. Ware 3rd

2:00 – 3:00 PM See the Cub Town, Camp Dining Hall, Trading Post and other Boy Scout facilities

at Camp Ware (snacks on site)

3:00 PM Bus Tour departs John H. Ware 3rd for Camp Horseshoe

3:00 – 4:30 PM Reunite and enjoy self-guided tours of Camp Horseshoe

Children supervised Crafts/Games at Goodman Pavilion

4:30 – 5:30 PM Decade Class Pictures at Goodman (20’s, 30’s, 40’s, 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90’s and

00’s; Group)

5:30 – 6:00 PM Camp Retreat and OA Call-out in shadow of HSRAA’s headwall

6:00 – 8:00 PM HSRAA Reunion Dinner and Song at Goodman with Business Meeting following
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WELCOME to Fifth Reunion of the HSRAA – "Casey" Jones Day 
The Fifth Annual Reunion of the HSRAA and picnic celebrates five years of service for the

HSRAA. We are pleased to welcome and highlight the return to Camp Horseshoe of Edward "Casey"

Jones, a camper and Staff member of the 1940’s, 1950’s and 1960’s, who is an integral part of the

history of the camp. See article about "Casey" in this issue.

Hats off and thanks to George Tzanakis, Reunion Chairman, for planning a great event and the

celebration of our fifth get-together!

The HSRAA Parade Ground Headwall admired by 
Dick Bensing and his SPL.

Mahlon Rossiter, a 1937 Horseshoe camper 
with Staff at 2003 Reunion.



HSRAA CHAIRMAN’S CORNER – 

Dear Fellow Alumni/ae,

Welcome to our fifth annual reunion

and our fifth year of operation as the

Horseshoe Scout Reservation Alumni

Association!!  The past five years has been a

tremendous time for us having accom-

plished several projects at the Reservation

and having invested well over $30,000 into

its program.

Today we honor the Reverend Edward

"Casey" Jones for his outstanding contribu-

tion to the Camp Horseshoe and to Chester

County Council. Reverend Jones’s dedica-

tion and commitment to the Camp

Program, the Scouts, Scouters attending

camp and the Scouting Program is a model

for us all.

As you tour the Camp today, please be

sure to view the majestic re-landscaping of

the parade field head wall.  All made possi-

ble by your contributions to this organiza-

tion.  Further phases are planned to

improve the facility to its highest level of

functionality.

Thanks again for attending the reunion.

We look forward together for another great

year!!

Yours in the Spirit,

Bob Matje, Chairman

HSRAA OFFICERS 2003-2004
Officers term expiring September 2004:

Chairman……………Robert E. Matje

Vice Chairman………Mark Hammond

Secretary…………….Donald Tyson

Treasurer…………….Eric G. Lorgus

GET TO KNOW REVEREND
EDWARD "CASEY" JONES!

For many of the old timers in Chester

County Council, we have been aware of the

impact "Casey" Jones has had on Scouting

and Camp Horseshoe history over the years.

The facts are that he devoted twenty years to

Camp Horseshoe before his full involve-

ment in his life work of the ministry.

1941 marked the first year Casey came

to Camp Horseshoe as a camper. He was a

Scout in Parkesburg Troop 35 at the time

and spent his first days camping in the Kit

Carson stockade campsite off the old

Stockade Trail. He earned the Eagle Scout

honor in 1945. His first Camp Director was

Raleigh W. Smedley. He was a camper for

four more years before joining the

Horseshoe Staff.

In 1946, the five Stockades (Sherwood

Forest, Boonsboro, Kit Carson, Davy

Crockett and Bayard Taylor) had a Staff

member in charge. Casey’s first Staff assign-

ment was the Kit Carson leader. In subse-

quent years he moved "up the line" to

Boonsboro and then Sherwood Fo r e s t .

Eventually, he was called upon to serve in

many different Staff leadership positions,

including Pool Staff. By 1949, he was select-

ed Program Director and by 1961 was

Assistant Camp Director when Ernie
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"Casey" Jones Aquatics Director.
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the Horseshoe Scout Reservation and espe-

cially "The Spirit of the Horseshoe" book

celebrating 75 years of Chester County

Council Scouting and our Scout camps

written in 1994.

We find Casey among those reunited

today at Camp Horseshoe!  It has been 30

some years since he was here…we welcome

him and honor him!

IN THIS ISSUE, "ERNIE SAYS" – 
…. Ring!  …. Ring!
Thirty years after Camp Horseshoe

Scout Reservation opened in 1928, there

finally was a telephone in camp connecting

them to the outside world.  Part of the

thinking of that time was "to keep the camp-

ing experience isolated and more primi-

tive."

Throughout the 1940’s, field-phones

were first introduced to camp. They were

the old Army surplus crank- to- ring field-

phones. These phones in canvass bags were

strapped to the walls and connected head-

quarters, White House, dining hall, and

health lodge to each other. This proved to

be a huge improvement over the ‘walk’ or

‘shout’ method employed throughout the 1930’s. 

Semaphore communication before telephones.

Heegard was in his 3rd year as Camp

Director.

While Casey’s summers were spent in

Scouting at Horseshoe, he attended

Millersville State Teachers College and

earned a degree in education. It was then

off to Louisville Presbyterian Seminary

where he earned his ministerial degree.  In

1954, he became a Minister in the Narberth

Presbyterian Church, Narberth, PA. Later, in

1961, he received his Masters Degree in

Theology from the Eastern Baptist

Seminary.  For a number of years he studied

abroad at St. Andrews in Scotland.

Following his earning his doctorate degree,

he became the minister for the Holy Trinity

Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, PA and

was there for 38 years before retiring.  He

now teaches part time.

He has many fond memories of Camp

Horseshoe especially the weekly campfires

and the Saturday night campfire in the old

Totem Pole Circle where Trail Blazers is

now located.  He was the Chief of the Fire

for the final campfire (Ho! Chief! ….How! -

Casey would reply.) He also served as Camp

Sakima for Lodge 22 at camp. Freshest

among his recollections were Camp

Elections, Topsy Turvy Day, the Gold Rush,

Indoor (Kindness Center) field meets and

the like.

One program that he recalls is the

"camp wide fire ‘emergency’ call at night for

all campers to get their towels and report to

the swimming pool to help put out the fire

in the pool…night swims were fun with

only kerosene lanterns lighting the pool by

each of the Staff Life Guards." After the

campers were out of the pool, the staff was

called upon to surface dive the length of the

pool to check for any lost campers.

In 1953 both Casey and his father were

inducted into the Vigil Honor of Octoraro

Lodge 22. Casey Jones’ father was a

Scoutmaster who was also devoted to

Horseshoe. 

It was Casey’s work in developing a

"Brief History of Camp Horseshoe" that

formed the basis for subsequent histories of
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Thanks to all those men who over the years

have paved the way for all of our 15 phone

lines and 50 extensions, making it a sophis-

ticated phone system...

The Scouts and Scouters of Camp

Horseshoe and Camp Ware owe a real debt

of gratitude to all these men and their

untold army of helpers who install and

update the property of the "OCTORARO

PHONE COMPANY".  If you still hold some

of the early fund-raising stock certificates of

this flourishing company, keep them in a

safe place for dividends might be just

around the corner.

All incoming calls prior to 1958 were

relayed by the Cole’s (the camp rangers),

who took emergency calls on their own

m u l t i - p a r t y-line phone in Maryland.

Orders for supplies and food, along with

communications to the Council office had

to be done at the Rising Sun Phone

Company, which was next to the Catholic

Church in Rising Sun, usually in conjunc-

tion with the town run.

During the summer of 1958, Troop 6 of

West Chester donated our first real camp

telephone to the outside world and dedi-

cated it to the memory of Robert Mackey,

an Eagle Scout from their troop.  Shortly

after that, the "OCTORARO PHONE COM-

PANY" was formed.  This was the creation

of Joe Knipe and Fred Conner, along with

Tom and Leonard McCabe, and many oth-

ers of Octoraro Lodge 22, Order of the

Arrow.  Stock shares were printed and sold

to acquire wire and equipment for a better

in-camp phone system.  The first switch-

board was a huge olive-drab box with five

or six rows of switches and drop-down sig-

nals.  Wires were strung throughout camp

and phones were installed in most build-

ings. This launched Camp Horseshoe into

the 20th Century. A slightly illegal jumper

connected the outside line to the switch-

board enabling our Scout operator to

patch incoming calls to any phone in camp.

He also was able to route calls between in-

camp phones.

As time went by, newer equipment was

added with the help of additional leader-

ship -

Bob Thomas, John Dinsmore, Ra y

Gentile, and Al Forssmark.  Most of these

new workers were also employees of Ma

Bell.  Within the last few years, the old

AT&T switchboard was replaced by a mod-

ern electronic switching system that includ-

ed both Camp Horseshoe and Camp Ware.

This new system allowed each extension to

directly dial any other phone on the

Reservation. This new equipment was the

direct result of the efforts of John Ruble,

Sam Cole, Bill Walsh, and Mike Slictur.
2004 OA Ordeal candidates arrive from morning toils.

Bend in Octoraro popular boating area in early days
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from prior years. Key members of the

Horseshoe Staff this year are Chris

Helmkamp as Program Director; Jon

"Dever" Divirgilio as COPE Course Director

along with Pete Mendez; Joe Bradley as

Aquatics Director; Spud Truitt is Campcraft

Director; and, Dr. Dave Mellinger and Mark

Graham head up the Health Lodge.  Mark

Herman returns as Food Services Director

and Chris Wilder is Maintenance Director.

Back for close to 30 years is "Moose"

Winsch, a jack-of-all-trades, building fences,

landscaping, etc.  Again support from Alan

Forssmark has been vital to the physical

plant of both Camp Horseshoe and Camp

John H. Ware 3rd.

Ray Hayden’s talents and dedicated

work serve to support both camps and

especially Berk’s operations. 

Campers marveled at the new headwall

and with Troop flags briskly flying in the

breeze from new poles at the Camp’s

Parade Field. This work represents the ini-

tial phase of capital improvements support-

ed by the HSRAA. The second phase of the

project will commence this fall.

Thanks to Scout Troops Paoli Troop 1,

West Chester Troop 6, Malvern Troop 7,

West Chester Troop 21, Kennett Square

Troop 24, Staten Island, NY Troop 27,

Devon Troop 50,   Thorndale Troop 70,

Valley Forge Troop 73, Willistown Troop

78, East Greenville, PA Troop 108 and Paoli

Troop 181, who contributed the new flag-

"Mayor" Jim Montich with Len and Tom McCabe 
at Ware Open House.

Headwall prominent feature at summer Camp
CAMP HORSESHOE

Horseshoe’s 77th year opened June 27,

2004 with a full compliment of Scout

campers. Mike "Berk" Berkeihiser returns

for his 7th year as Camp Director and 16th

year on the Horseshoe Staff.

Berk is enthusiastic about prospects for

the summer. All campsites are taken for

each week at camp. He is especially pleased

with his Staff that includes many returning

NEWS FROM THE RESERVATION
– Reservation facilities benefit
from Chester County Council’s
" To d a y ’s Yo u t h … To m o r r o w ’s
Leaders" on-going Capital
Campaign…

We especially want to recognize the two

individuals who are providing inspired lead-

ership to the Campaign: James Macaleer

and Robert McNeil who have devoted their

time and talents in this on-going effort. Also,

thanks to the members of the Council’s

Executive Board, Scouters, parents and

Friends of Scouting in the community who

continue to support the Campaign.



poles! HSRAA is donating one flagpole for

annual naming to the Council’s Gala and

Auction "Evening Under the Stars" fund

raiser being held on November 13, 2004.

Other noteworthy improvements

resulting from the Council’s Capital

Campaign are the new Scout shower facili-

ties, Director’s Cabin, Comfort Station at

the Goodman Pavilion, new Rifle Range

(2003), Pole Barn loading dock and various

re-roofing projects. If you have not taken

the opportunity to do so, please donate to

the Council’s Capital Campaign…it needs

the support of all of us!

CAMP JOHN H. WARE, 3RD
On June 19, 2004 an Open House was

held at Ware’s to introduce the new Cub

Town and expanded facilities to serve Cub

Scouting and Boy Scout camping for the

Chester County Council, BSA.

The funds raised in the Capital

Campaign have been directed to increase

facilities for both Cub and Boy Scout camp-

ing at Ware.  The new Cub Town facility is

featured along with a renovation of the

Dining Hall, new pavilion and a new

Trading Post. In addition, new Staff City

facilities have been erected for the Ware

Staff.
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New Council President Gary Schroeder 
meets with Dale Mast

Jim Montich begins his second term as

Camp Director.  He reports that this sum-

mer will be busy with the Science and

Energy Camp now underway, Boy Scout

Troop camping, Webelos and Cub camping

during the summer. The theme for Cub

camp is  built around our country’s  1860’s

period in Cub Town and is similar to the

days of Tom Sawyer. The Webelos Scouts

program theme is "River Adventure" com-

plete with rafts races in the Ware pool.

Jim reports that the Cub and Webelos

camping weeks are expected to be fully

subscribed and that Boy Scout camping

will be as brisk as ever.

Open House at Ware features Dining Center

New Ware Trading Post popular spot.



OCTORARO LODGE 22, 
WWW NEWS

The annual Lodge Banquet held at the

Kimberton Fire Hall on March 13 was

another sell-out. Carl Close, renowned

George Washington re-enactor and histori-

an, regaled the members and guests with

stories of our first President. He related the

ideals of Scouting that were represented in

Washington’s leadership and character dur-

ing the early days of our Nation.

Highlighting the evening were numer-

ous awards and the Vigil Calling Out cere-

mony. Course Director David Hohl pre-

sented past Chief Dale K. Mast his Wood

Badge Beads. The James H. Gawthrop, Jr.

Allouchsit  Allogagan (Mighty Servant

Award) Award was presented to Wesley B.

Vincent, Frank J. DeMarzio, Eleanor "Ellie"

R e t t e w, G. Mitchell King and James J.

Trainor for their devoted service to

Scouting and the Lodge. The E. Urner

Goodman Founders’ Awardees were Brett

P. D’Antonio, Noah J. Austin and John B.

"JB" Rettew, III.  Topping off the evening

was the impressive Vigil Honor calling out

c e r e m o n y. Vigil candidates called out

included:

Brian Armstrong, Anthony Cascone,

Evan Ellwanger, Matt Lewis, Ry a n

Ro b e rtson, Edwin (Ted) Mongan IV,

Ro b e rt Pantazes, Ro b e rt Pryor Jr. ,

Jackie Pa l m e r, Ray Conlin, Ro b e rt

Cunningham, Harry Alberts, Bru c e

Wilson, Casey Snyder, Blake Pritchard

and Richard Bensing. 

Congratulations and best wishes to all.

At the April Ordeal weekend, the annu-

al Lodge Officer elections were held. The

new Octoraro 22 Lodge Chief  is Andy

Arthur.

C O U N C I L’S FIRST A N N U A L 5 K
RUN/1 MILE WALK

The "5K Run/Walk and 1 Mile Family

Fun Run/Wa l k " is set for Sunday,

September 26, 2004 – rain or shine - at East

Goshen Township Park. A fun event for all

Scouts, Families and Friends. Times: 12:30

PM Registration begins. 1 Mile Run/Walk

starts at 2:00 PM and the 5K at 2:30 PM.

Awards Ceremony is at 3:30 PM.

• Here’s an opportunity for HSRAA mem-

bers, Scouts, Leaders, their families and

friends to join in a fun event and to keep

physically fit.

• Look for full details in the Trail Blazer and

on the Council’s website with specific

detail including:

o First 750 Registrants get a special

event T-Shirt.

o Other money/gift certificate awards

for top 3 male and female winners.

o Medals will be awarded by age group

to top runners/walkers.

o Certificates for all finishers of the 1

Mile Family Fun Run/Walk

AND…There’s more…Much more…. It is a

Fun event!

• The Phillies Phanatic will be there

• Music from Q102 Radio

• Food and Refreshments
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Early Explorers J. Wheeler T-13 Canoe Chesapeake
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Cost: Pre-registration (by 9/13/04) – Adults

$15; Youth $10. Race Day – Adults $20;

Youth $15.

Race coordination, timing and results

by: Dick Fitch of the Athletes Closet.

Check the Council’s website for updat-

ed information and sign up on the down-

loadable registration form at: 

www.cccbsa.org.

"SPIRIT OF THE HORSESHOE"
HISTORY DISK NOW AVAILABLE 

The book commemorating the 75th
Anniversary of the Chester County
Council, BSA, by JB Rettew in 1994 has
long been out of print.  The book chron-
icles the history of the Council and its
camps from 1919 to 1994. 

We are pleased to report the "Spirit"
Book is now available in disk form for
computers in ‘PDF’ and ‘jpeg’ file format. 

Records and Honors of Council lead-
ers, Vigil Honor members, Council Camp
Directors, Lodge Chiefs, Awards, etc.
have been updated as of Spring 2004 and
are included on the disk. Pictures includ-
ed in the original book are also shown.

The CD R disks are available over the
counter at the Horseshoe and Wa r e
Trading Posts as well as in the Council
Service Center Trading Post. The cost is
$20.  Proceeds from the sale will be put
towards the Horseshoe Reservation
Capital Campaign Endowment. 

8 DECADES REMEMBERED BY J B

1924 - Colonel Clifton Lisle of Paoli
Troop #1 serves as Council
Commissioner and on Staff at Camp
Rothrock; in 1931, is Council’s first Silver
Beaver recipient.  Remembrances in 1994
of a Rothrock camper: "Camp Rothrock
was a great time for us…with early morn-
ing dips in Laurel Lake, woodcraft instruc-
tion, aquatics, games, hikes and with
evenings filled with campfires and
games!" 

1934 – 15the anniversary for Council.
Council now had 62 units and 1210
Scouts; Cub Scouting started in 1933 dou-
bled their membership; Rover Crews
started and Sea Scouting was going
strong.  Edgar "Gumps" McComsey was at
Horseshoe.  

1944 – Council’s Owen J. Roberts
(Associate Justice, Supreme Court)
received prestigious Silver Antelope
Award for service on the Regional
Scouting level.  At Camp Horseshoe it was
"fill your ‘tick’ at the Straw Hut so you
could sleep at night on something softer
than springs. 

Scouting history and memorabilia greets Reunioners

Col. Clifton Lisle pictured with Gilbert Rothrock
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1954 – Dr. Paul A. Siple, Eagle Scout
who accompanied Admiral Byrd on first
Antartic exploration meets with Eagles.
"Casey" Jones on Staff for 8th year. J.
Frederick Weise earns Silver Antelope for
service to youth on our Council level and
that of the Region.

1964 – C. Mercer Sloan, Eagle Scout
and camper at Horseshoe in 1928,
receives Silver Beaver Award. Council
plans for opening new pool at Camp
Jubilee (now Camp Ware) in 1965. 

Associate Supreme Court Justice Owen J. Roberts
shown above  dedicating the Morrison Health Lodge

on Robert's Day 1944 at Camp Horseshoe. Also,
attending was John H. Ware 3rd seen in back right.

Merce Sloan of 1920’s with Roy Cole and JB Rettew

1974 – The "Sump Pumps" scintillating
songs liven opening night campfires as
they clown singing about the stills at camp
with that "Good Ol’ Mountain Dew". Ernie
relates "The Cremation of Sam Magee" at
opening campfire on the Octoraro bend.

1984 – Ernie Heegard, Camp Director,
and Betsy Stelwagon became the first to be
married in the Camp Horseshoe Chapel.
Past Staff member Rob Hopkins played the
Camp’s "pump" organ for the ceremony.
Ernie’s brother-in-law, Rev. Dan Bechtol
and past Horseshoe leader, performed the
ceremony.

1994 – Sound and Light Show mark
the 75th Anniversary of the Council at
Hibernia Park with a special multi-media
presentation created by Council Board
Member, Bill Cass.

2004 – Work nears completion at
Camp John H. Ware 3rd on new Cub
Town, Trading Post and Dining Hall proj-
ects. Thanks to continuing Capital
Campaign, major works bring both Camp
Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware 3rd up
to date to serve the thousands of summer
and winter campers.  

Ware Camp Staff check out Cub Town Lodge
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REGISTRATION FORM: Horseshoe Scout Reservation Alumni Association - send to: 
Att: HSRAA % Chester County Council, BSA, 504 S. Concord Rd., West Chester, PA 19382

Name: __________________________________________________    Email Add: __________________

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP code: __________________________________ Telephone (Home)__________________

Occupation: _________________________________________ Telephone (Bus.) ___________________ 

Year of Birth: 19_________

I have camped at (please check): ____Camp Horseshoe; ____Camp John H. Ware, III (Jubilee); ____Both.

Camper Year(s) Date(s): _________________________________________________________________

Camp Staff Year(s) Date(s): ________________________Position: _______________________________

__________Please send me further information about The Horseshoe Scout Reservation Alumni Association

The following Camp Horseshoe/Camp Ware alumni* may be interested in the HSRAA:
Name Address
_____________________                 _______________________________________________________
_____________________                 _______________________________________________________ 
_____________________                 _______________________________________________________
_____________________                 _______________________________________________________

* We especially need names/addresses of people not currently registered with Council or Lodge 22 OA.
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