
The purpose and mission of the Horseshoe Scout Reservation Alumni Association
"To preserve and promote the spirit and heritage of Horseshoe Scout Reservation and its camps 

(Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, III), to be a benefactor to the Reservation and to promote 

the brotherhood of Scouting among the alumni of the Reservation."

WELCOME!  ALUMNI/AE FOR 4TH A N N U A L H S R A A REUNION! 
Venturing from as far away as Idaho and Virginia and representing almost every decade of the Horseshoe

Scout Reservation’s 76 years, faithful alumni/ae are convening at Kindness Center on July 12, 2003.  The day
will be one of renewing old friendships, making new ones, refreshing those wonderful tales of adventures back
when camp was really camp (as they knew it)! Alumni/ae from Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware 3rd
will share nostalgic memories of the days when Ware was an outpost Explorer Canoe Base and Horseshoe had
only the five stockade camps.  Others will talk of the fun times of the later years.  But, whatever happens it will
be a time that all will share in "our camp" and let some of today’s hectic world pass by.

George Tzanakis, HSRAA Reunion Chairman, has arranged a special time for all to enjoy whether it’s the
renewal of friendships or seeing pictures of "what it was like in the good ol’ days" or the fine barbecue or activ-
ities that can be shared by the entire family.

Before the evening Retreat Ceremony, HSRAA members will pause to pay tribute to William "Biff" Davis.  In
the Camp Rothrock campsite a pavilion has been erected in Biff’s memory. HSRAA members will gather there
for the dedication ceremony.
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1:00 P.M. Registration at Kindness Center
1:30-4:30 Self-Guided Tours of Camps
4:30-5:00 Annual Class Photographs/Kindness 

Center or as announced
5:00-5:30 "Biff" Davis tribute - Rothrock Campsite

5:45 Retreat on the Parade Field
6:00 Dinner at Kindness Center
7:00 Business Meeting at Kindness Center
8:00-8:30 Closing at Kindness Center
8:30 (optional) Campfire at Achegketum Circle

Reunion Schedule July 12, 2003 – 1PM – 8PM
Location: SPCA Kindness Center at Camp Horseshoe

SPCA Kindness Center as it appeared in 1928



FROM CHAIRMAN BOB MATJE ’78 
What a great occasion for HSRAA members

to celebrate the Horseshoe Reservation’s
Anniversary!  Whether you are an alumnus of
Camp John H. Ware III or of Camp Horseshoe,
it’s time to party and honor the Reservation and
the vision of "Chief" Charles Heistand and the
Council Board members that has become our
camp - The Spirit of the Horseshoe – a camp "for
Real Boys" as the 1930 Camp promotion leaflet
stated. 

Special Scouting displays, old Camp Echos,
patches and introduction to the HSRAA Virtual
Museum will be there. Your fellow camp or staff
friends will be there from around the country.
Do not be missed – be there for the fun, fellow-
ship and good eats! A songfest follows dinner.

The Reunion begins about 1:00 PM at the
Horseshoe Goodman Pavilion next to the Health
Lodge. Top the Reunion afternoon off with the
Indian Pageant and Campfire at 8:30 in
Agheketum Circle. 

Order your HSRAA T-shirt!  Special T-shirts
carrying the HSRAA attractive logo are for sale at
$12 per shirt.  They will be available at Camp
Horseshoe at the Reunion.

Thanks to Bill Davis, Reunion Chairman, for
his leadership to see that we’ll have a good meal
and a great time!

Yours in the Spirit, Bob Matje 

"ERNIE SAYS" … 
Ernie Heegard, Camp Director

Emeritus of the Horseshoe Scout Reservation, is
the Honorary Chairman of the HSRAA. His col-
umn is regularly in "The Octoraro Loop." 

Ernie’s current contribution talks of the
recent OA Conclave hosted by Octoraro Lodge
22 WWW….   

"GATHER THE CLAN"
Friday evening, June 13, 2003 the more

than 500 delegates to the 2003 Northeast
Region, Section 4-A, Conclave descended upon
Camp Horseshoe. Each spring, usually the sec-
ond week-end in June, Order of the Arrow
Lodges across the country gather at local Scout
camps for fun, fellowship, training, patch trad-
ing, Indian dancing, ceremonies, and the elec-
tion of a Chief and other officers for their sec-
tion.  These officers give leadership to the
lodges in their section, a small group of ten to
twelve contiguous Scout councils. 

Octoraro Lodge 22 has been host to these
activities ten times in the past 60 years.  As you
may recall, The Brotherhood, as it was known
in the early years, had its beginnings in 1915 at
Philadelphia’s Scout camp, Treasure Island.
This Brotherhood slowly spread to neighboring
councils by 1920. Our council became part of
the Order on May 17, 1926, with the induction
of 9 members, who received both the first and
second degrees at this ceremony.  Many of
these 9 brothers later received their Vigil Honor
and became very active in the national organiza-
tion.  This was probably why our Lodge 22
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Bob Matje and Russ Neubauer at Conclave

Conclave Decoration

Jim Montich OA Advisor & Ernie Heegard
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hosted one of the very early gatherings of
Lodges in the East at Horseshoe in 1940.  This
was repeated again in 1948, hosting 23 Lodges
(all the Lodges in the Northeast Region at that
time.) By 1954 the nation’s Lodges were divid-
ed into smaller groups as they are today, with
the 12 Regions each split into 6 Sections. Our
Section’s event was known as Area 3-A Pow
wows, and remained thus through 1961 and
1969.  A new designation was adopted and we
became part of Section 5-A and the 1974 event
was known as a Conclave.  Lodge 22 has long
been an extremely strong leader among lodges,
both in membership and program.  For that
reason we have been switched numerous times
to provide leadership in weaker sections. 

Gatherings, pow wows, or conclaves, all
have provided a wonderful opportunity to visit
other camps and lodges, and to bring back new
ideas and programs that can be incorporated
into our Lodge program and Council camp. As
hosts, Lodge 22 had a chance to showcase their
camp, their Lodge circle, and the depth of their
organization and outstanding youth leadership.
This was truly in evidence last weekend.
Octoraro Lodge formed a planning committee 2
years ago with Tim Zirkel, as Conclave chair-
man, and vice-chairmen, Brett D’Antonio and
Matt Simonetti, being the key planners of this
event. Bill Sedar, John McCabe, and Mike
Pridmore, their adult advisers had no small task
keeping all parts coordinated.  Our guests were
treated to a fine Horseshoe welcoming on
Friday evening.  Conclave patches, pins, and
goodie bags filled with all sorts of useful items

including a clip-on Lodge 22 sport watch were
distributed to all upon arrival. After registra-

tion, the delegates were enticed to visit activi-
ties throughout the camp: grilled hot dogs at
the pool, films and popcorn at Kindness
Center, patch trading, ice-cream Sundaes at the
Order of the Arrow building, and a huge bar-
beque at the Trailblazer Pavilion.  

Saturday’s activities were many and varied,
beginning with an opening ceremony on the
parade field.  Fabulous meals put on by a dedi-
cated crew headed up by Ryan Sedar, Chris
Boldin, Tom Schardt, and Johnny Boldin, with
a well-managed dining hall operation led by Ed
Dougherty. Each meal ended with door prizes
that included camping items and hand-carved
slides and bolos made by Bob Fisher, who also
supplied mementoes for the Vigil rededication.
Much of Saturday included training sessions
that were conducted by each attending Lodge.
Some highlights were: "Those Who Chose You",
"OA vs., The Real World", "I’ve Done It All Now
What", and Council Service. Sports competi-
tions are always spirited with rifle shooting,
horseshoes for the older Brothers, and volley-
ball, usually dominated by our Lodge.  This
year was no exception because we captured
first place without the Brun twins on the team.
The Camping Expo was great, thanks to the
efforts of Steven Schuyler, who filled the
Campcraft area with outdoor displays from 16
vendors of camping and outdoor items.  Some
of the companies represented were: Coleman,
Polar Equipment, Sierra Designs, Primus, and
Eastern Mountain Sports. 

Troop 44 Scouts at OAConclave session

Bill Seder, Dale Mast and Conclave delegate
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Saturday night’s show and pageant will like-
ly long linger in the minds of all the delegates.
The music, pictures, and pageantry depicting
the historical lore of Horseshoe and the Order
of the Arrow activities of the Conclave, were
magically woven together by AJ D’Antonio and
Matt (Mellon) Griffin. Between activities
Arrowmen flocked to our Trading Post buying
everything from patches to food. Saturday night
was a repeat of the frantic pace set by the activi-
ties of Friday night.  Following the show and
rededication ceremony, Brothers moved to the
campcraft area for the traditional Fellowship
Feast.  Each Lodge set up their own booth and
presented a smorgasbord of interesting treats.
Adjacent to this area, at the Goodman Pavilion,
the Section’s patch auction was held. SO –
MANY-MANY-ITEMS! It concluded after 2AM.
The proceeds, $1618.50, will form the basis of
next year’s Section budget. Two other special
events were squeezed into the program: a
Chief’s reception (very formal) on Friday
evening, and a Vigil Fellowship, (another elegant
affair) held at the dining hall Saturday night at
11 PM.  Patch trading, ceremony competition,
Indian dancing, religious services, closing cere-
mony, and election of new Section officers, all
added to the activities of the weekend.

While rain was an uninvited guest at this
weekend and the four weekends set aside to
prepare for this event, Octoraro Lodge 22 can
be proud of the outstanding success of the 2003
Conclave. The hours of toil, sweat, and tears so
freely given, by the April, May, and June candi-
dates, Brothers, Committeemen, and volunteers
was well worth ALL THE EFFORT!!  In spite of
the thunderstorms each evening, our guests did
see Horseshoe under blue skies and warm sun-
shine.  Again Lodge 22 delivered a Conclave that
will be talked about for a long, long time.
Thanks to all who made this a great success! 

"He alone is worthy to wear the Arrow who
will continue faithfully to serve his fellow man."

PARADE GROUND RENOVATION 
PROJECT BY HSRAA

Dick Bensing, Chairman for Projects, is in
charge of this new initiative.  It is a three-year
project to renovate the Horseshoe Parade
Ground and environs. 

Based upon feedback from the HSRAA mem-
bership and the Council Camping Committee,
there will be two phases for the project. Phase I
will include: leveling and regrading of the
parade ground, installing stone access stairs and
retaining wall across from the Allen Memorial
Dining Hall entrance, a new pathway on the pic-
nic grove side of the parade ground and a new
main flag pole. Consideration is being given to
installing a new sprinkler system for continued
parade field maintenance. The anticipated start
date for this phase is early fall of this year. The
preliminary cost projection for the Phase I effort
is $25,000.00. 

Phase II will add a stone retaining wall and
stairs at the head of the parade ground, new
troop flag poles, and a new timber guard rail.
The preliminary cost projection for Phase II is
$20,000.00.

We look forward to HSRAA members and
friends’ support of this ambitious project and
hope we can count on your contribution to
make this endeavor successful.

1940’s Parade Ground OA Tap-out

Native American Dance Competitions

Luncheon 2003 song leaders – the Ford song



HSRAA MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
Your membership contributions directly

support one of the HSRAA’s main tenets: improv-
ing Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware,
3rd.

Everyone who has camped at the Horseshoe
Reservation at either camp for at least one night
has fond memories of their experiences in a
place that is known as a "Real Camp for Real
Boys."

Renewing your membership in the HSRAA
will help preserve and improve the Horseshoe
Scout Reservation so the youth of tomorrow can
continue to have the experiences which taught
so many of us about life and leadership.  When
you receive your membership renewal letter,
please consider renewing at the next level.

The HSRAA membership cycle is a calendar
year.  HSRAA has three levels of paid member-
ship:  Bronze ($15), Silver ($30), Gold ($100),
and Platinum ($250).  All Scouts under the age
of 21 are classified as "Youth" members and
receive free membership including the Octoraro
Loop newsletter.

HSRAA WEBSITE RE-ACTIVATED

Charles Buck has been elected to the HSRAA
Executive Committee as of the May 7, 2003
meeting. 

He brings a wealth of talent in working in
the area of on-line websites.  He has most recent-
ly brought the HSRAA website up to date with
new graphics and current information.  Check
the site if you have not already done so by going
to: www.hsraa.org.

Also, look for the Virtual HSRAA Museum
coming in the near future!

TODAY’S YOUTH…TOMORROW’S 
LEADERS KEYNOTES COUNCIL CAPITAL

CAMPAIGN – PROJECTS UNDER WAY
The primary targets of the recently

announced Chester County Council, BSA
Capital Campaign are Camp Horseshoe and
Camp John H. Ware 3rd.                      

Headed by R. James Macaleer and Robert
D. McNeil, the Council earlier announced
plans for a capital campaign to raise funds for
both camps. Funds raised are to be applied to
updating wastewater treatment facilities for
both camps, development of a themed Cub
Town Camp at Camp John H. Ware, 3rd, reno-
vating Camp Horseshoe and expanding the
Council Service Center to meet the demands
on that facility.  Money raised will also be set
aside as an endowment to provide income to
insure the proper facility maintenance in the
future.
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"Spud" Truitt teaches Cooking Merit Badge

Fire’s ready, where’s the beef?

Coley’s New Farm house gets rebuilt



A goodly portion of the funds have already
been raised from key contributors and business-
es.  However, to be successful, we must rely on
Scouters, the community and parents to support
this vital initiative if the Council is to continue to
develop its membership, programs and major
facilities.

Several projects are now underway at both
Camp Horseshoe and Camp Ware as a result of
the early contributions. A new Rifle Range has
been erected and is in full use at Horseshoe and
the old Cole Farmhouse near New Farm has
been renovated.  A new stake body truck is being
put to good use.

Camp John H. Ware, 3rd will be the primary
benefactor of the Campaign funds that will be
used to build a Cub Town facility that is expect-
ed to enhance our Council’s Cubbing and Scout
programs and attract Cubs and parents to Ware
for a themed experience.

Please note this campaign is over and above
the Friends of Scouting annual giving campaign
to support the Scouts and operating expenses
for programs and facilities.

Please contact Mrs. Robin Shipman, Council
Development Director, at 610-696-6621 EXT 21,
for further information.  The support of all is
requested.

A JOURNEY BACK IN TIME AND 
A LEAP TO 2003

J. Roland Smith, Jr., "Rol", was a member of
Berwyn Troop 11 and then Devon 50 in the
1940’s.  Recently, your editor invited him to join
him at camp, as he had not been there since the
early 1950’s. He was interested in coming back
because of his Grandson Jordan had just finished
his first week at the Bayshore Camp of the
Pennsylvania Dutch Area Council and he had a
rejuvenated interest in scouting.  Returning to
Horseshoe after being away for over 50 years was
an eye-opening and moving experience for Rol.
A lot had changed and yet there was still much
that had not. 

Both of us first arrived in camp in 1944. Al
Brawn was his Scoutmaster, and Rol began his
Horseshoe days in Camp Davey Crockett.  Later
we both served on the Camp Horseshoe Staff –
he as Stockade Leader of Boonesboro and I was
at the pool.  We have had a lifetime of friendship
that developed at camp, in school and later life.

Horseshoe Scout Reservation is a magnet
attracting its former scout campers and Staff.
For, as we toured Camp, we had the chance to
meet others drawn back, - Ernie Heegard who
was also on the Staff in our day, and the
Reverend Jim Goudy, on the staff in the early
1970’s.   Steve D’Antonio was there from the
1970’s as well.  We ventured into the Sherwood
Forest campsite and there found an out of
Council troop back to Horseshoe with one of its
leaders, from Troop 99, who had been at here
with his troop for 17 years. In Boonesboro was a
camper from the West Chester Troop 6 at
Horseshoe in the 1960’s. Dave Mellinger (Dr.)
was back at the Morrison Health Lodge – he had
been a Horseshoe camper, a staffer and then rose
to be 1983-88 Camp Director for John H. Ware
3rd.  Mark Graham was there from the 1976 (and
every year since then) time assisting Dave. 
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Trail Blazer Scouts laying rope

E. Heegard, S. D’Antonio, JR Smith & J. Goudy



We visited with Horseshoe’s Camp Director,
Mike  ‘Berk’ Berkeihiser an 18+ Horseshoe vet-
eran, whose father and grandfather were past
Horseshoe generations.  While Rol and I waxed
nostalgic of the past, Berk quickly brought us to
the present day.

"Camp Horseshoe," Berk related, "will
camp over 2,100 scouts this summer over a
seven week period."  Berk stated that there were
389 campers the first week along with 89 leaders
and a Staff of 100+…that makes for challenging
times for Dining Hall seating as well as for the
program staff charged with merit badge and first
year camper activities. (In comparison, in the
‘40’s, 100 + campers meant a full camp!)  

Berk called attention to a number of new
projects that are underway thanks to the initial
efforts of the Council’s Capital Campaign.
Already constructed with some of these funds is
the Rifle Range.  Thanks go to Ernie Heegard
and his invaluable crew for assisting in the build-
ing of the Range and the roofing crew for their
exceptional work. The New Camp Ranger David
"Hutch" Hutchinson will be living in the old Cole
home recently renovated.  In addition the camp
has a new stake body truck getting a lot of use.

"There is a lot going on today with the Camp
Program as well," Berk comments. The Trail
Blazer program continues to meet the needs of
the new scouts in camp by exposing them to all
the different camp departments and helping in
their scout skill development.  Some 90 scouts
are in this program.  There is, of course, the
merit badge instruction that was the staple of the
1940’s camp program and is as much today for
the 2nd and 3rd year campers. For the older
scouts who have exhausted the merit badge
opportunities there are two key programs in
place. Thanks to a generous gift in 2002 by
Council Board member Robert D. McNeil, the

camp now has 12 kayaks and a kayak program
directed at the older scout.  This is a morning
program and is followed in the afternoon with
the C.O.P.E. older scout program on Flag Pole
Hill.  Berk further comments about the quality of
the Staff running these programs. Many of his
Staff have returned – Pete Mendez, Jon
DiVirgilio, Mark Graham, Dave Mellinger, Mark
Herman and "Spud" Truitt to name but a few.
Karl "Moose" Winsch was also back at camp for
his 29th year.  All in all Camp Horseshoe contin-
ues to be where the action is.  My friend, Rol,
echoed those sentiments.

Camp John H. Ware, 3rd. Rol, not ever
having seen Camp John H. Ware, 3rd, jour-
neyed with me as we traveled the 10 miles
"around Robin Hood’s Barn" to get there.  We
traveled over the New Bridge structure spanning
the Octoraro Creek and revisited the old camp
road with which he was familiar from the 1940’s.
After traversing the road around Horseshoe, we
arrived and met with Ware’s new Director, Jim
Montich and later with Council Executive Brian
Sinders. 

Camp Ware property was acquired as a
canoe outpost base for the Explorer Scout pro-
gram in the 1950’s.  It then evolved into a provi-
sional style troop summer camping experience
which today boasts enthusiastic troops devoted
to that type of program.  Talk with Troop 44 of
Oxford, Unionville 22, and other Ware scout
troop camping devotees and you will find out
how entrenched they are to the Ware style camp-
ing.

The camp was renamed Camp Jubilee and
then changed to its present name in honor of
Senator John H. Ware, 3rd.  In more recent years
a multi-level Scout Program serves the needs of
the scout troops. Handicapped camping with
some 265 people in attendance took place in
June. This week there is a Science and Energy
Camp; Cub Scouts and Webelos and youth and
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adult leader training are in line for the rest of the
summer Science and Energy Camp was in the
process with Jim Bratcher as their leader and his
staff of 31.  All of their campers were out of camp
at the Limerick Nuclear Energy plant for the day.
Later this evening the campers were being treat-
ed to a "Sci-fi Movies" fest. "Later in the week,"
Jim Montich commented, "they were being treat-
ed to a ‘Pig Pick’ – a pig roast.

For the Cubbing program, the summer
theme is "California Gold Rush."  Undoubtedly,
this will be a fun time for campers and Jim’s Staff
alike.  Rol Smith and your editor recall when we
participated in Horseshoe’s Gold Rush when we
panned for gold in the Octoraro Creek and
spent our nuggets at the Boom Town. The Cub
program also includes a number of Parent and
Pal weekends.

Jim Montich commented on the future of
Camp Ware as it relates to the Capital Campaign
that serves to benefit the Cubbing program to be
known as Cub Town.  A new building, with
upgraded facilities, will be built to serve the
needs of the Cub Town and the parents who lead
the program. It is expected that in the summer
of 2004 this camp will be open for this new type
of camping experience for the Cubs.

Rol was taken by the appearance of the
camp with its campsites ringing the perimeter of
the field.  Ware’s pool rivals that at Horseshoe
and was to open later when the Science and
Energy campers returned from their field trip.

On our return home we could not help but
think about those youthful great experiences we
shared at camp.  One, which we will never for-
get, is when we both ended up in the Health
Lodge and scouts who had known us from the
past year came to visit and wish us well.
Scouting is a lifetime of shared memories!

Volunteers Needed by Council
From time to time, the Council needs volun-

teers who can give a few hours of their time with
mailings.

Please contact Ellie Betekefer 610-696-6621
ext. 12 if you can help. Many hands make light
work.

THE "INFAMOUS" ALI BABA CAPER OR 
PHILCO SALVAGE PROJECT

Editor’s note: I was at Horseshoe recently
and ran across Ernie Heegard at Dan Beard
campsite.  As usual stories of past highlights of
camp were shared. Ernie pulled out a letter he
received from Leonard McCabe, a camper and
Horseshoe enthusiast from the early 1940’s.  The
letter’s contents welled up a host of memories of
an October day 31 years ago that has become to
be known as the "Ali Baba Caper."

To set the stage a bit:  Horseshoe and our
illustrious volunteers never look a gift horse in
the mouth.  So it was, when our Council
Executive Walt Ryan who was laid up in a hospi-
tal for a while, received a phone call.  The gist of
that conversation (later communicated to OA
Octoraro Lodge 22 volunteers) was that the
Philco Ford plant in North Philadelphia that had
been closed for several years had a cafeteria and
peripheral equipment and the council was "win-
ning bidder" to get the equipment.  There was
only a brief time to haul it away. Here’s the story
Leonard McCabe (and Ernie) laid out:

" Through the mystic channels known only
to those in the brotherhood of Campers in the
Boy Scout movement it was learned the entire
Philco Ford Company Cafeteria with all enclosed
material would be sold on bid. The Philco plant
had closed the previous year.  By a fortune of
luck, the Chester County Council made a ‘little
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bitty bid’, but the best it could afford.  It was
reported later the Council leaders were very sur-
prised when notified they were the winning bid-
der.

Through the great invention called the tele-
phone, calls went out hither and yon to get a pick
up crew assembled there on Saturday morning at
8 A.M.  The word was that ‘we were to strip the
cafeteria to the bare walls.’  We only had one day
to do it.

I can’t remember just how many Scouts,
young and old, appeared, but it was a "slew".  By
definition a "Slew" is more than 50, but less than
500.

It was a chilly and cloudy day when we arrived
at the Philco plant. The Wednesday preceding, I
had been contacted by brother Tom (McCabe),
who laid out the task to be accomplished.  I
arrived with my toolbox, and placed it in a room
with many other toolboxes of members of various
trades.  (Plumbers, Electricians, and other shade
tree mechanics). The company of A. Duie Pyle
Truckers, West Chester, had provided tractor-trail-
ers that were to be loaded with all and any type of
kitchen, cooking and serving equipment, lights,
mirrors and what ever.

An industrial Electrician had been dispatched
from a nearby company to assist in disconnecting
any ‘hot’ lines.  He had no knowledge of the plant,
and merely grounded any circuit that was still con-
nected. ‘Handy fellow, He’. 

At approximately 10 A.M. the first Pyle truck
was loaded, and on its way for Horseshoe.  There,
at camp, were additional crews standing by to
unload and store the equipment.  

About that time, an official from Philco
showed up.  We heard, third hand, he was some-
what perturbed that we had started without his
‘blessing’.  (Apparently it was put down due to a
mis-communication…Right!)

It had started to rain about 11 A.M. and con-
tinued long after we finished.  By the time the sec-
ond truck was ready to leave sometime after lunch,
we had stripped the Cafeteria from wall to wall.  In
spite of all the work, it was a most enjoyable day.
In the long standing tradition of being good Boy
Scouts, we swept the entire cafeteria from wall to
wall, put all the sweepings in trash cans, and then
loaded the trash cans and the push brooms onto
the last truck to Horseshoe."

Ernie Heegard embellishes the story a bit
more. It was truly a ‘treasure trove’ of material for
the Camp Horseshoe kitchen.  He commented that
we indeed made a clean sweep that day. Any thing
that was stainless steel went…if there were water
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lines, they were pinched off, as were gas lines, etc.
When the inspector visited, he exclaimed that we
needed union people there to do that kind of
work…. however… since it was done, he prompt-
ly turned about and left disclaiming any knowl-
edge of what we were doing.

Many OA Lodge 22 volunteers were on hand
to receive the truckloads of equipment in what
became fondly known as "The Ali Baba" caper.  It
is not surprising that today much of that Cafeteria
equipment may still be in use!

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS …..
RICHARD FOOT?

This summer we find our friend Rich and wife
Dana being domestically inclined as a baby is on
the way later this summer…their first.

Rich has been an enthusiastic staple at
Camp Horseshoe for many years as a camper from
Troop 78 to more recent times on the Horseshoe
Staff.  His dad, Don, was a Horseshoe camper and
granddad Bill was a leader for years in his Troop
and at Camp Horseshoe. 

Recently, Rich’s mother Bobbie Heil, sent
the attached piece on Rich’s success.

"Rich Foot of Dundalk, Maryland, was hon-
ored at Baltimore County’s 42nd Annual
Recognition and Retirement Dinner on May 6,
2003.  Rich received the 2003 Rookie Award for his
outstanding contributions as an earth science
teacher at Dundalk High School.

Rich was cited…"for making school a place
where students want to be…for making a tradi-
tionally un-engaging class come alive for stu-
dents…for being an active participant in commu-
nity youth ministry…for using resourceful class-
room management techniques that include conse-
quences and incentives…for involving students in
cooperative learning activities that give every stu-
dent an opportunity to be a leader at some

Rich Foot and Ernie Heegard



time…for serving as a member of the faculty coun-
cil and discipline committee…for creating a stu-
dent-led extra-curricular club…for building lead-
ership skills…for providing opportunities for stu-
dents to ski and snowboard."

This is Rich’s second year at Dundalk High
School.  He previously taught at Elizabethtown
High School in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania
and served as a teacher aide at Elementary schools
in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania.  Rich is a graduate
of Conestoga High School in Berwyn,
Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania State University
and West Chester University.  He has always had a
passion for earth science and uses many creative
skills to enhance his teaching.  

Rich has been involved with the Boy Scouts of
America for many years, earning his Eagle Scout
Award in 1988.  He is still an active HSRAA alum-
nus along with his wife, Dana, volunteering each
summer at the Horseshoe Scout Reservation in
Rising Sun, Maryland.  Rich and his wife, Dana, are
youth leaders at their church in Dundalk, and are
expecting their first child in August."

William "Biff" Davis Memorial
HSRAA members will honor the memory of

William "Biff" Davis whose life of devotion to his
family, service to his community and Scouting has
been an inspiration to all who knew him.    

A pavilion has been built and recently com-
pleted in the Rothrock Campsite by members of
his Coatesville Troop 117 and Devon Troop 50,
among others, in honor of Biff’s devotion to
Scouting. 

Affectionately known as "Biff" he was a Charter
Member of the Horseshoe Scout Reservation
Alumni Association (HSRAA).  He is remembered
for his dedication to the youth and adult leaders of
Coatesville Troop 117, his devotion as a Vigil
Honor Member in the Order of the Arrow and his
participation in the start-up and leadership of our
HSRAA. 

Up until his passing, Bill served as the
Reunion Chairman on the HSRAA Executive
Committee.  He has also served as a member of
the Horseshoe Camp Staff where he taught
Handicraft skills to the youth of Chester County.
He attended Camp Horseshoe for 21 years both as
a Scout and leader.

His accomplishments are extensive.  As
Scoutmaster of Troop 117 for eight years, there
were 18 Scouts attaining the Eagle Scout rank
under his guidance. He was a Life Scout. As an
Octoraro Lodge 22 Vigil Honor member, he served
as Lodge Corresponding Secretary, Vigil Honor
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President, Secretary, and Advisor to the Vigil.  In
1988 he received the Lodge’s prestigious
Founder’s Award.  He was a Wood Badge mem-
ber and received his Scouter’s Key.  He was
Camping Chairman of the Horseshoe Tr a i l
District.  The Masonic Lodge recognized "Biff"
with their Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter
Award recognizing one "who acts as a role model
and provides dedicated service to young men in
the Boy Scouts of America."

EDITOR JB RETTEW’S NOTES:
Do you have a devoted Camp Horseshoe or

Camp Ware person you would like to see high-
lighted and written up in a future issue of the
Octoraro Loop?

If so, please let me know via Email
jbr3@prodigy.net or by writing to my attention
at the Council office.

OFFICERS OF THE HSRAA

Officers elected for term ending 
August 31, 2003: 

C h a i rm a n … … … R o b e rt E. Matje
Vice Chairm a n … Mark Hammond
S e c r e t a ry … … … Donald Ty s o n
Tr e a s u r e r … … … Eric R. Lorgus

"Biff" Davis 



Trading Post HQ 56 years ago

Kindness Center from Athletic Field 1928

OA Tap Out Team 1948

Jim Goudy and "Rusty" his ‘dummy’

1974 OA Conclave Camping Exhibit

Campcraft at Jubilee (now Ware)

New Pool at Camp Jubilee (now Ware)

Oxford Troop 44 Plaque at Ware

Al Forssmark & Ray Hayden at Ware

LOOP PHOTO ALBUM - OLDIES AND GOODIES



(Tear off above and send)

REGISTRATION FORM: Horseshoe Scout Reservation Alumni Association - send to: 
Att: HSRAA % Chester County Council, BSA, 504 S. Concord Rd., West Chester, PA 19382

Name: __________________________________________________    Email Add: __________________

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP code: __________________________________ Telephone (Home)__________________

Occupation: _________________________________________ Telephone (Bus.) ___________________ 

Year of Birth: 19_________

I have camped at (please check): ____Camp Horseshoe; ____Camp John H. Ware, III (Jubilee); ____Both.

Camper Year(s) Date(s): _________________________________________________________________

Camp Staff Year(s) Date(s): ________________________Position: _______________________________

__________Please send me further information about The Horseshoe Scout Reservation Alumni Association

The following Camp Horseshoe/Camp Ware alumni* may be interested in the HSRAA:
Name Address
_____________________                 _______________________________________________________
_____________________                 _______________________________________________________ 
_____________________                 _______________________________________________________
_____________________                 _______________________________________________________

* We especially need names/addresses of people not currently registered with Council or Lodge 22 OA.
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