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REUNION ON JULY 10, 2010 SALUTES HORSESHOE RESERVATION 
SCOUTLEADERS! 

“Scoutmasters, I salute you, I ask that you do not return the salute.” 
 We have all heard that phrase, as the embers begin to burn low at the closing camp 
fire.  Leaders, proud of their Scouts‘ many accomplishments that have been  

recognized that night, are coaxed into a horseshoe formation for a word of thanks  

from the Camp Director.  Countless Scout Leaders have given their time and effort  

over the last 83 summers so that Scouts could experience the brotherhood of Scouting  

and the Spirit of Horseshoe Scout Reservation.  The Horseshoe Scout Reservation  

Alumni Association has dedicated our 11
th
 reunion, in the Boy Scouts of America‘s  

100
th
 Anniversary year, to honor Horseshoe Reservation‘s Scoutmasters and Leaders. 

  

 Past Presidents. At the July 10 Reunion, among those attending will be Past Presidents of the Chester 

County Council, organized by Immediate Past President Blake Prichard. 

 

The National Hall of Leadership. Come take a walk along the 

special ―Trail‖ honoring twelve of our 45 entries in the National Hall 

of Leadership for the 100
th
 Anniversary of Scouting that were 

submitted for National recognition. One of these people will be 

selected by National and announced at the 2010 Jamboree! 

 

Vignettes.  This issue has a number of vignettes (*) of leaders who have made a difference in the lives of 

the Scouts/Scouters quoted…ranging from the 1930‘s, ‗50‘s and to more recent times. 

  

 Check-in at Goodman.  Our festivities will take place 2:00 pm – 8:00 pm on Saturday, July 10, at the 

Goodman Pavilion at Camp Horseshoe.  Attendees will have the afternoon to once again collect the dust of 

Horseshoe in their moccasins by touring the Reservation, renew old friendships, and share memories.  

Everyone is encouraged to bring HSR photos and memorabilia to display and also documents for inclusion in 

the HSRAA Virtual Museum. 

  

 Pictures, Retreat and Barbecue.  At 4:30 PM gather at Goodman for our traditional reunion 

photographs and then join the Scouts in camp for Retreat.  Be sure to check out the upgrades and renovations 

that HSRAA has carried out on the Parade Field (no rocks to march on!) and the Picnic Grove.  A great 

barbecue dinner will be served at the Goodman Pavilion at 6:00, followed by the HSRAA‘s Annual Meeting 

and a closing program.  You can also expect to enjoy camp songs and other traditions, including the option to 

attend the Closing Campfire on Saturday evening. 

  

 HSRAA’s Reunion is open to anyone who has camped at the Horseshoe Scout Reservation, and of 

course family members that wish they had and hope they will!  For this year‘s tribute to Scout Leaders, we are 

asking that you reach out to the leaders that you know and remember, and bring them with you, be it in person 

or in spirit.  Please contact HSRAA 504 S. Concord Rd. West Chester, PA 19382 (610-696-2900) to add 

names to the invitation list. 

SEE YOU THERE! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hsraa.org/
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HSRAA   CHAIRMAN 
MARK HAMMOND’S ANNUAL 

REPORT 
 Most successful year ever!  That‘s what 

I wrote in last year‘s Reunion Edition of the 

Horseshoe Loop.  Guess what?  I‘m writing it 

again this year.  As the HSRAA enters our 

second decade of operation, the 2009-2010 year 

was the most successful year ever for the 

HSRAA.  At our 10
th
 reunion, held in July 2009, 

two special people instrumental in the 

Reservation, G. Ernest ―Ernie‖ Heegard and 

John Barton ―JB‖ Rettew III, were honored.  It‘s 

no surprise that the 10
th
 Reunion had record 

breaking attendance.  Our five founding 

founders (including JB) and Honorary Chairman 

(Ernie) established our original mission, to “To 

preserve and promote the spirit and heritage of 

the Horseshoe Scout Reservation and its camps 

(Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware 3
rd

), 

to be a benefactor to the Reservation and to 

promote the brotherhood of Scouting among the 

alumni/a of the Reservation.”   This mission 

remains every bit as relevant today as it did back 

then. 

 We accomplish our mission by being a 

benefactor to the Reservation‘s camps by 

designing and funding significant improvement 

projects, by promoting fellowship amongst the 

camps‘ alumni through our annual reunions and 

our thrice-yearly newsletters, and through efforts 

to preserve the camps‘ history, including the 

2009 launch of the HSRAA Virtual Museum, 

the association is now hitting on all cylinders. 

 HISTORY:  As of June 1, 2010, our 

Virtual Museum has over 3569 artifacts in 200 

exhibits in 34 rooms (categories) available for 

viewing.  Artifacts include 3,000 images, 

documents, maps, videos, audio, pictures, etc. 

from both camps and from every decade of the 

reservation.  There are a number of items that 

hadn‘t been seen or publicly available in 

decades, but thanks to our members, they are 

now available to all.  If you haven‘t visited the 

Virtual Museum, I implore you to do so—and 

then to dig out your memorabilia and bring it 

down to the reunion for scanning and posting 

on-line.  Not only as the Virtual Museum been 

well received by our members, but Andy Coe 

and Dave Woodward won the Council 

President‘s Award for their efforts in creating 

the Virtual Museum. And let‘s not forget 

newsletter, the Octoraro Loop.  You hold in your 

hands our 32
nd

 issue.  Missed an issue?  Each 

issue is available on our website:  

www.hsraa.org.  

 
 FELLOWSHIP:  Our reunions are 

great and well attended.  If you‘re not here, you 

should be!  We hope that you do attend this 

year‘s reunion, to be held in the Goodman 

Pavilion at Camp Horseshoe on Saturday, July 

10
th
.  Our reunions have had a number of themes 

and honorees, including past camp Staff and 

volunteers–Reverend ‗Casey‘ Jones; Bill 

Robertson Day; and last year‘s honorees Ernie 

and JB.  This year, we are doing something a 

little different, allowing our members to honor 

their favorite camp leader at the reunion.  The 

reunions have included great food, including full 

spit pig roasts and CW Bruton‘s BBQ chicken.  

And the Reunions have included entertainment, 

including musical performances by ―The Sump 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pumps‖ – Camp Horseshoe‘s jug band from the 

1960‘s and 1970‘s to Camp Ware‘s band ―Hard 

Shelter‖; a presentation on the reservations pre-

camp history by Jeff Balmat, and a number of 

other activities and displays.  We hope that 

you‘ve kept up with your membership dues, so 

 

http://www.hsraa.org/


 3 

that you continue to receive our newsletter, 

which includes a mixture of camp nostalgia and 

current events.  Our membership rolls are up this 

year, which we find particularly gratifying in 

today‘s economy.  

 PROJECTS:  Each year, we‘ve 

performed an improvement project at the 

Reservation.  Over the years, we expended 

approximately $135,000 in these capital 

improvements, and the feedback has been 

uniformly positive.  We are particularly proud of 

the Camp Horseshoe Parade Field 

improvements, which included re-grading and 

seeding, construction of numerous stone walls 

and stairways, new troop flag poles and a new 

main flagpole.  This project helps the camp put 

its best face on for visitors (especially during the 

Saturday night retreats), and helps to lend the 

appropriate level of seriousness to the daily 

retreat ceremony.  

 

 
 

 The new Archery structure at Camp Ware has 

also proven to be a big hit.  Although last year‘s 

primary project, the redesign and reconstruction 

of the Camp Horseshoe trash yard, does not 

sound particularly exciting, it was sorely needed.  

For a list of all of our projects, including 

pictures, please visit www.hsraa.org.   

 PROJECTS NOW UNDERWAY:  
We are currently in the process of a multi-year 

upgrade to the Picnic Grove, as well as a 

Reservation-wide effort to upgrade the camps‘ 

signs to a consistent and professional looking 

standard.  Each sign is constructed of Redwood, 

and will significantly improve both camps 

appearances.    The Picnic Grove rejuvenation is 

sorely needed due to decades of erosion and tree 

loss.  Our goal is an upgrade to the Picnic Grove 

every bit as significant as that done to the Parade 

Field.  Phase I was completed In October 

2009—installation of a stone retaining wall 

between the Picnic Grove and Parade Field and 

a small burm at the top of the Picnic Grove.  

This fall, we will be performing the most 

significant portion of the project—installation of 

a storm water management system that will 

collect and carry water in underground pipes 

from the Picnic Grove to the storm swale located 

behind the Health Lodge.  Top soil will be 

placed in the Picnic Grove to undo the effects of 

erosion.  The third phase of the project, 

scheduled for 2011, is still largely conceptual 

but will address ―use‖ of the Picnic Grove.  

 Finally, we are in the final construction 

steps of the Horseshoe Nursery, which will be 

used to grow native plants and trees for 

permanent planting across the Reservation.  The 

Nursery is being built at the Camp Horseshoe 

entrance, near the Pole Barn, and will include a 

deer fence and appropriate irrigation.  We are in 

the process of obtaining additional nursery stock 

and hope to use the Nursery to support the 

Picnic Grove rejuvenation.   

 THE FUTURE is bright:  Membership 

is up.  The Virtual Museum is open and the 

Nursery will be shortly.  The Picnic Grove 

rejuvenation is shaping up to be everything we 

hoped it would.  We are looking forward to our 

2011 reunion.  One of the benefits of the 

HSRAA is that many of our members were no 

longer active in scouting when they joined our 

association.  As a result, we‘ve been able to 

significantly broaden the base of support for the 

council.  Whether you are an active Scouter or 

not, we hope that you‘ll remain a faithful 

member of the HSRAA and that you agree with 

us, that our future is bright. 

 

   Yours “In the Spirit” -  

   Mark Hammond 

 
HSRAA/ORDER OF THE ARROW TRAIL 

CREW EVENT ON JULY 1O 

 Planning on the Reunion? Make it a day 

and spend that morning on helping Horseshoe 

with a vital project – rehabilitating the HSR trail 

system. The trail system, developed in the ‗80‘s 

thanks to the efforts of many under the 

leadership of Council Board member Tom 

Darlington, has served well over the years but 

now needs refurbishing. 

 The OA Trail Crew has received a grant 

from the National OA Committee to re-shape the 

Yellow Trail, the Green, the Blue and others so 

that future Scouts and Scouters can enjoy the 

wonderful nature of HSR.  

  

http://www.hsraa.org/
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 On July 10, report at 8:30 a.m. at 

Horseshoe‘s HQ porch. Work period is 9 – 

noon. Bring work gloves and your appetite as 

lunch will be provided.  Any one is eligible for 

the Octoraro 22 sponsored OA Trail Crew 

Award that devotes a minimum of 12 hours to 

receive it. 

 Dr. Dave Sherwood is OA Trail Crew 

Advisor.  Please contact Council to sign up or 

use the form sent with your Reunion invitation. 

Hope to see you at Horseshoe! 

+   +   + 

 
Jim Gawthrop meets dignitaries at 50th OA event! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAMES E. MCERLANE – 2010  
DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN 

AWARD 
  

 
 

 Jim McErlane was honored by the 

Chester County Council, BSA on May 13 with 

the Distinguished Citizen Award of Chester 

County. 

 Jim is a member of the Lamb McErlane 

PC law firm, West Chester and various bar 

associations. Also, he has been a leader in 

numerous business and political. organizations.  

His impressive award citation included many 

civic and charitable community activities as well 

over the years.  Prominent among these has been 

his involvement in Scouting as a youth and more 

recently the work he has done as a member of 

Scouting‘s 100
th
 Anniversary celebration. 

  

 
 

 As a Boy Scout, Jim had a long 

involvement with Malvern Troop 7 (one of the 

earlier Troops formed in Chester County). He 

received his Eagle Award in 1958 from his 

Scout Master Bill Dempsey. Today Jim is a life 

member of National Eagle Scout Association-

NESA. He also earned the Ad Altare Dei 

*Ernie Heegard’s 40’s vignette reflects on his favorite 

Scout Leader and friend – James H. “Jim” Gawthrop 

(above) - A REAL ROCKING CHAIR LEADER  

 I entered the Kennett Square Troop 53 meeting 
room one night and met Steve Brun and Paul “Pops” 
McCauley. As we finished our greetings, Scoutmaster James 
H. Gawthrop, Jr.  emerged from the back room. While not 
looking like the depiction of a Norman Rockwell Scout painting 
in that room, these 3 provided over the 30 plus years of 
leadership to one of the top troops in Chester County. Their 
leadership was legendary. Jim and his assistants provided 
great Scouting to 100's of Scouts and a legacy which lives on 
today. 
 I first met Jim at the 1950 Jamboree at Valley Forge. 
Jim was ASM under Link Rice, my friend. At the Jamboree. Jim 
and I developed a very close relationship over the years.  He 
and I took on the advisors role of the blossoming Octoraro 
Lodge 22.   
 As Camp Director I always looked forward to Troop 
53's arrival at summer camp.  The Boonesboro stockade site 
seemed to really come alive at their arrival.  Tents for the adult 
leaders would be set up. A cove red veranda was always 
added to Jim's tent as a meeting and of course Jim's rocking 
chair which accompanied him on all his trips.  Jim was the 
QUINT ESSENTIAL ROCKING CHAIR SCOUTMASTER.  The 
boy leaders were in charge of the troop and took over the 
leader's cabin.   
 Painted plaques, posters, and awards adorned the 
leaders' cabin's porch. "Golden Scrub Brush Award, Disaster 
Area Plaque, and the Red Apple Trophy were just a few of the 
colorful trappings which added to the fun and captured your 
attention every time you entered the site.  It was obvious the 
kids loved their troop, the camp, and their leaders.   
 Jim was an accomplished leader for 34 years who 
trained 3 successive leaders. Jim's distinguished Scouting 
career is memorialized in the Allouchsit Allogagan Award which 
is presented each year “for unselfish service and devotion to 
Octoraro Lodge 22 - Order of the Arrow." Its translation is "The 
Mighty Servant Award". 
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religious award. Jim was a member of the OA 

Octoraro Lodge 22. Jim relates that his father 

was active on Troop 7‘s committee and was one 

of the leaders in building Troop 7‘s Scout cabin 

in the ‗50‘s.  Jim also points with pride to the 

―Knot Board‖ he created which includes 40 

different knots. It still hangs in the cabin. (I have 

seen and even used it in Training sessions. Jim 

noted that he doubts that he could tie them all 

today!) 

  HSRAA members will be interested to 

know that he has attended Camp Horseshoe for 

4 or 5 times both at summer and winter camp in 

the 1950‘s. He fondly recalls his Boonesboro 

Stockade site where he served as Senior Patrol 

Leader and the great experience he had. In 1958 

Jim went to Philmont as a member of the 

Council‘s Crew and had a great experience.  

 Jim has remained active with Scouting. 

As part of the 100
th
 Anniversary of Scouting 

Celebration, Jim chaired and hosted the 

―Gathering of Alumni and Eagle Scouts‖ event 

which re-engaged more than 75 adult volunteers. 

 Our Past Distinguished Citizen, Jim 

Macaleer (also an Eagle) and his wife Jean, 

remarked on this occasion:‖When you recited 

the Eagle Charge at your Eagle Scout ceremony, 

little did any one know the impact you would 

have on Chester County….Thank you for taking 

those words to heart.”  

 HSRAA adds its thanks and 

Congratulations! 

 

BUSY! BUSY!  TIMES AT OUR 
RESERVATION THIS SPRING! 

  

 This winter/spring season has been a 

real ―corker‖ at our Scout Reservation! It 

snowed and snowed changing troop plans 

for winter camp and yet this season was 

among the busiest yet! 

 Aside from the customary troop 

winter weekend camping trips (when the 

snow drifts didn‘t prevent them) both 

Horseshoe and Ware, this spring saw 

awesome special events at both camps 

taking full advantage of our great facilities.  

 Camp Horseshoe hosted a Venturing 

Scout program named ―VQuest‖. Thanks to 

Gina Curtis, Council Venturing President, 

we have the following report with photos of 

―Venturing Quest‖ - 

 

 “YE OLD QUEST” A HUGE SUCCESS! 

 Some 420 BSA Venturing youth 

gathered for the April 9-11 weekend, at the 

Northeast Region (Area 6) Venturing Quest 

event ay Camp Horseshoe. The young men 

and women donned medieval costumes and 

paid tribute to all things medieval for this 

year‘s theme, ―Ye Olde Quest‖.  

 

 
 

(It resembled   the new Russell Crowe Robin 

Hood movie just released). This is the first 

year that our Chester County Council has 

hosted the Area 6 Venture Quest event. 

Northeast Region Area 6 is made up of 8 

BSA Councils in the Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, Maryland and a part of Virginia. 

The event hosted ―VIP‖ visitors as well as 

Venturing and Sea Scout youth from all 

these areas, including Northeast Venturing 

President Amy Clark and National 

Venturing President Matthew McGroarty, 

from Las Vegas, NV. 

 
 

 The VQuest event was organized and 

planned by Venturing youth led by Area 6 

Officers – President Gina Curtis of our 

Council, VP‘s Connor MacKenzie, Kristen 

Crew and Treasurer Quinten Stearns. NE6 

Advisors were Scott Worsham and BSA 

Staff Advisor Joshua Glacken. 
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Several truly ―medieval‖ activities took 

place including blacksmithing and martial 

arts demonstrations. More typical Scouting 

outdoor activities included the COPE course 

and climbing wall; rifle, pistol and shotgun 

shooting; archery and tomahawk throwing; 

campfire cooking and a caving 

demonstration. Youth also chose to take 

training in American Sign Language.  And. 

Of course, Saturday culminated with a huge 

themed feast (no utensils as in ―ye olde‖ 

days) presided over by a king and queen.  

Gourmet desserts were prepared by 

participants under the guidance of Crew 

1886 of Oak Hill, Virginia, which 

specializes in culinary arts, and served at a 

gala dance that rocked the campground. A 

catapult contest finished off the event. 

 We thank Gina Curtis for this report 

and congratulate her on her election as 

President of NE Region Area 6! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WARE’S CUB/WEBELOS SCOUT FUN DAY 

HUGE SUCCESS – OVER 400+ ATTEND! 

 Camp Ware had an 

enthusiastic crowd of 

parents, leaders and Cub and 

Webelos at Cub Scout Fun 

day‖! Special events were 

developed by John 

Lukowski, Ray Hayden and 

an enthusiastic staff. Events 

enjoyed were tug-of-wars, 

soccer goal kicking, bottle 

rocket launches, sailing 

competitions powered by 

the wind created by the Scouts. Ski racing 

was a fun event pairing Cubs and parents. 

    
Face painting for Cubs (above) and wind power for sailing 

                           
 

“BACK TO GILWELL! HAPPY LAND!” 

 Camp Ware and Horseshoe also were 

sites for the NE-IV-67 Wood Badge Course for 

training attendees from both Chester County 

Council and Pennsylvania Dutch Council this 

spring.  Scoutmaster/Course Director Mary 

Kuklinski guides the learners from both 

Councils through the various steps in the 

Scouting programs – 

Cub, Boy Scout and 

Venturing programs.  

 Each learner will 

set specific and 

attainable goals as part 

of their ―ticket‖ leading 

to their being full 

fledged Wood Badge 

members. 

+   +   + 
HSRAA takes great pride in the work it has 

accomplished to add special features to both camps 

over the past eleven years supporting such great 

ventures at our camps. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Donald “Don” Althouse – A patient man – vignette 
by Dave Woodward „70‟s 

 There is one Scoutmaster that always impressed 
me greatly while working at camp.  That was Don Althouse, 
Scoutmaster of Paoli 183.  Paoli 183 was a special needs 
troop that Don led during all of my years working at Camp.   

 His patience and dedication were incredible.  He 
was great at working with the Staff to create special 
opportunities for his Scouts while at the same time 
integrating them into the regular camp program.   

 I recently learned that an acquaintance of mine 
has a cousin, Albert, who was in Troop 183 during the time 
that I was at Horseshoe.  He also spoke very highly of Don 
Althouse and commented on what a positive force Don and 
Scouting had been on Albert.  I was happy to hear that 
Albert had earned the Eagle Scout rank. 

 

*George Brooke’s  (a.k.a. “The Pep Boy”) 40’s vignette 
reminds us of his Scout leader Edward “The General” 
Richardson from the mid 1930’s to 1941.  
 By phone, George comments about his experiences 
in Troop 50 and at Camp Horseshoe. These days were among 
his best and most fun.  Ed Richardson was Scoutmaster for 10 
years and was devoted to “his Boys” and developing their 
Scouting skills both at home and especially at Camp 
Horseshoe. Today, George points to the training he received 
as a boy that served him so well when he joined the military 
service at the start of World war II. George came back from the 
service to help other Scouts up the path to Eagle…and has 
been helping ever since. 
 George and the many Devon 50 alumni from that 
era point towards the difference that “The General” had in their 
lives and so many others at Camp and elsewhere. A great 
leader of boys in those days and an inspiration to all. 
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING AT 2010 
SUMMER CAMPS 

FROM:  Horseshoe “Berk” Berkeihiser – 
  Camp Horseshoe is proud to honor the 

100
th
 anniversary of Scouting. There are many 

activities and games planned to celebrate the 

anniversary. The Boy Scouts of America are 

offering four Historical merit badges that can 

only be earned during the 2010 calendar year. 

These include Carpentry, Pathfinding, Signaling, 

and Tracking. All will be offered at Horseshoe 

with the exception of Pathfinding because so 

many of its requirements are specific to a 

Scout‘s local community. Scouts who earn these 

merit badges will have accomplished something 

special that will never be available again. 

 Berk takes great pride to announce 

Craig Cohen will be the Horseshoe Program 

Director this summer. Craig was a CIT at 

Horseshoe in 1998 and has served Horseshoe for 

12 years in positions such as Nature Director, 

Headquarters Director, and Camp 

Commissioner. We have many senior staff  

 

 
Ray Hayden and Camp Director “Berk” 

members returning, including Dr. Dave 

Mellinger and Mark Graham as health officers, 

Will Stevens as Aquatics Director, Scott Mitchel 

running COPE, and Jermaine Race as the Food 

Service Director. Year after year, the best and 

brightest Scouts from Chester County Council 

and surrounding councils dedicate themselves to 

serving on the camp staff. Please tell them how 

much you appreciate their hard work and 

dedication. 

 The theme of this year‘s HSRAA 

reunion is to honor the service of adult leaders. 

Having worked at Horseshoe for a number of 

years and having seen many adult leaders come 

and go; there is no doubt in my mind that 

successful troops are successful because of 

dedicated adult leadership. We all know that 

Scouting is a boy run organization and that is 

what makes it special.   Continued… 

 Berk remarks that it is the adult leaders 

who are the ones who provide the environment 

and structure in which these boy leaders can be 

successful and run great troops. So many of the 

troops we see at camp, and especially troops 

from Chester County Council, have adult leaders 

who have dedicated their lives to their troops. 

They give up their spare time, use their vacation 

from work, and make tremendous sacrifices on 

behalf of their troops. The Scouting program 

would simply not work without the tireless 

dedication of adult leaders. As we would say at 

the Saturday night closing campfire, we should 

salute these leaders and ask that they not return 

our salute. Thanks for all you do! 

 
Scouters’ Grove (L) and Eagle Grove (R) – Honor Leaders 

 

Johnny Cable – A Good Friend And Role Model – a 1945 
vignette by JB Rettew ’44 – 
 It was my 2nd year at Camp Horseshoe. I was to 
spend 6 weeks at Camp Kit Carson. Johnny Cable was my 
Stockade leader. During the year, he was my Sr. Patrol 
Leader in my Troop 50. I had the utmost respect for John – 
an Eagle Scout – always even tempered, smiling, embodying 
the Scout Oath and Law and in his quiet manner encouraged 
and guided all of us through that summer.  He did not keep 
us on a “short” leash but let us have fun as long as we were 
reasonable. I always looked up to him and tried to draw upon 
his many positive characteristics.  
 I recall John had an old Model T Ford which he 
brought to Troop meetings (to give us a ride). Always at his 
side was his faithful dog, Mitsy. John (being an OA member) 
and I double dated when we attended an OA dances. 
 A year or so after camp, John transferred to my 
school.  Here, I saw another side of John. He was a great 
athlete – football, basketball and baseball – a leader and 
scholar. (By the way, thanks to John our 1945 Kit Carson 
baseball team had a great winning percentage at Summer 
Camp according to the CAMP ECHO.) John went on to 
Colgate U. and every so often we run into each other and 
refresh those days of camp and school. 
 (Last year, I had the privilege to present the 

Episcopal Academy Athletic Hall of Fame Award for his 
athletic prowess and leadership. A fine leader and a true 
friend – a great camp leader!) 
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FROM CAMP JOHN H. WARE, 3RD 
CAMP DIRECTOR JOHN LUKOWSKI 

REPORTS… 
 John Lukowski, new Camp Director at 

Camp Ware is enthusiastic about the new season 

at Ware. From his comments, there‘s a lot 

happening! 

 He reports that there is a great deal 

going on in Cub Scouting, Venture Scouting and 

traditional Boy Scout camping.  Also, Ware is 

offering Science and Radio Merit Badge 

program for its first period  

 The theme for Cub/Webelos camp this 

year is “Cub Scout Adventure Through Time” 

working off the 100
th
 Anniversary of Scouting 

theme. 

 The Science and Radio Merit Badge 

Camp from June 27 to July 3 is a week long 

overnight experience. Scouts attending should 

have attended one week of long term summer 

camp with their home troop and attained 2
nd

 

Class rank.  Scouts participating will have an 

opportunity to earn as many as four science and 

technology related merit badges. Scouts 

participating in Radio Camp construct personal, 

low power radio transmitter/receiver to take 

home.  

 And, oh yes, do not forget that again 

Ware goes international! The Irish Scouts will 

be here for a two-week visit re-calling their 

earlier visit in 2000 when there were 100 Scouts 

and leaders at Ware. This summer while the 

Irish group is arriving with 20 Scouts and five 

leaders under the direction of Ian Twohig for the 

two weeks beginning July 4.  The group will be 

following the same camping routine as our own 

Scouts and then will be travelling to different 

sites around the area the second week.  

 
Irish 2000 Retreat Ceremony at Camp Ware 

 

 Ware‘s varied opportunities this summer 

include the ―Soaring Eagle Camp‖ August 1 – 7 

which is a provisional camping adventure built 

around Eagle required merit badges, Historical 

badges only available 2010, and a number of 

elective badges including archeology, forestry, 

medicine and many others. 

 All in all summer at Camp John H. 

Ware 3rd sounds challenging for the staff but 

providing some great opportunities for campers 

of every age. 

+   +   + 
 

 
Herb Ellson, 1948 Aquatics Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Vignette by Bill “Doc” Lenker of 1950’s Aquatic 

Staff recalls Herb Ellson. 

 “I’m reaching back a lot of years now – so 
many people at Horseshoe influenced my life. I guess 
many of my days on the Aquatics Staff were some of 
my best. 
 “Herb Ellson, a teacher like my father, was 
head of the pool and boating.  I still can see him 
standing at the end of the diving board…tweeting his 
whistle…hands raised and clasped over his 
head…then calling into his megaphone: “Buddy Up!” 
He commanded everyone’s attention!...  
 I recall the nights when the camp  was told 
that there was a “fire” at the pool and all were required 
to report there with a towel…usually this was after a 
really hot day! And, of course, this was herb’s famous 
“midnight swim” by the “fire (light)” in our kerosene 
lanterns. 
 Herb was a spinner of yarns and had a great 
paternalistic way of working with the Scouts, me, his 
two Staff sons (Earl and Jud) and the other Staff. Herb 
was a quiet and unassuming man who made a 
difference in my life and a good many others.” 
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 DICK BENSING REPORTS ON THE 
HSRAA PROJECTS AS OF THIS SPRING 

 This winter we completed the first 

phase of the picnic grove improvements. A 

stone wall now extends the length of the 

parade ground on the grove side of the 

walkway. The wall solves some drainage 

issues and provides seating for family and 

visitors. The walk itself has been re worked 

and additional screenings have been 

installed. An area behind the wall has been 

graded and seeded.   

 
New Wall set and Picnic Grove Project to follow 

 Each spring the parade ground is 

over seeded and fertilized compliments of 

Joe Eagan. We also installed a concrete pad 

at the trash yard from the pad to the road at 

Horseshoe. This will solve truck rutting and 

allow the installation of a spring loaded 

wheel on each gate.  

            The upcoming project we have is 

Phase II of the picnic grove improvement 

due to start after camp closes. This will 

include trench collection drains and 

associated piping to capture and remove run 

off from the grove.  Under ground piping 

will carry the water to a catch basin at the 

road. It will then be piped under the road to 

an improved swale on the other side. We are 

in consultation with a site engineer to review 

the theory and pipe sizes. French drains will 

be built on the surface and then backfilled 

with topsoil and seeded. At This time the 

entire area will be regraded with top soil and 

seeded. 

             

 Our new Horseshoe nursery has been 

partially cleared. Ray Hayden will brush hog 

the area so that we will be able to finish 

clearing and stump grinding. The plan is to 

have the nursery up and running this fall. 

 
PHOTOS AROUND “TOWN” 

 
Ray Hayden ready to rumble at Ware Fun day! 

 

 
Kick that ball and beat the goalie! 

 
+    +   + 

 
Camper George Brooke ’41 with Staff (L to R) Andy Wilson 

’47, Bill Lenker ’50, Bob Lenker ’47, JB Rettew ’46 –  

A gathering of Eagles 
 

OFFICERS OF HSRAA 
 Chairman…………………...Mark Hammond 
 Vice Chairman.…..……........John Kemmerer 

 Secretary…………………….Stuart Watson 

 Treasurer……….……………Donald Tyson 

 LOOP EDITORS: JB Rettew, Ellie Rettew 
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