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HSRAA’S 2010 REUNION CELEBRATES – 

“MY MOST FAVORITE SCOUT LEADER AT SUMMER CAMP” 
A SCOUTING 100TH BIRTHDAY EVENT RE-CONNECTING WITH OUR PAST LEADERS 
 

 ―Scoutmasters, I salute you, I ask that you do not return the salute.‖…  

 How many times have we all heard that phrase, as the embers begin to burn low at the closing 

campfire?  Leaders, proud of their Scouts‘ many accomplishments that have been recognized that night, 

are coaxed into a horseshoe formation for a word of thanks by the Camp Director.  Thousands of Scout 

Leaders have given their time and effort over the last 83 summers so that Scouts could experience the 

brotherhood of Scouting and the Spirit of Horseshoe Scout Reservation.  The Horseshoe Scout 

Reservation Alumni Association has dedicated our 11
th

 reunion, in the Boy Scouts of America’s 

100
th

 Anniversary year, to honor Horseshoe’s Scoutmasters and Leaders – please have them return 

with you for this salute. We are asking that you reach out to the leaders that you know and 

remember, and bring them with you, be it in person or in spirit.   

 The festivities will take place 1:00 pm – 8:00 pm on Saturday, July 10, at the Goodman Pavilion 

at Camp Horseshoe.  Attendees will have the afternoon to once again collect the dust of Horseshoe in 

their moccasins by touring the Reservation, renewing 

old friendships, and sharing memories.  Everyone is 

encouraged to bring HSR photos and memorabilia to 

display and also documents for inclusion in the 

HSRAA Virtual Museum.  We will gather in late 

afternoon for a short not-quite-formal program and our 

traditional reunion photographs.  And.. then join the 

Scouts in camp for Retreat.  Be sure to check out the 

upgrades and renovations that HSRAA has 

Parade Field (no rocks to march carried out on the 

on!) and the Picnic Grove.  A hearty barbecue dinner 

will be served at 6:00, followed by the HSRAA‘s Recognitions, Annual Meeting and a closing program.  

You can also expect to enjoy camp songs and other traditions, including the option to attend the 

Horseshoe Closing Campfire on Saturday evening. 

 The HSRAA Reunion is open to anyone who has 

camped at the Horseshoe Reservation, and of course family 

members that wish they had and hope they will!  For this 

year‘s tribute to Scout Leaders, please reach out to the leaders 

that you know and remember, and bring them with you, be it 

in person or in spirit.  Invitations will be issued. Please add 

your leader‘s name and address to the invitation list by 

contacting HSRAA, 504 S. Concord Rd., West Chester 19382. 

 Look for your invitation to this full day of fun and 

Vive La Compagnie in the mail later this Spring.  Registration 

is anticipated to be $ 10.00, free for young children.  See you 

at our Reunion at Horseshoe!    

             By Jay Gregg 

http://www.hsraa.org/


HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY BSA! 
 

 
  
 The Scouting Movement, inspired by its founder 
and leader, Robert S.S. Baden-Powell, began as an 
experiment in England in 1907 at a camp on Brownsea 
Island. Later, that moment in a fog enshrouded London 
night when a traveler seeking directions encountered an 
unknown young Boy Scout, who would not accept money 
for doing a “Good Turn,” would be the trailhead for 
Scouting in America.  Inspired by that “Good Turn”, the 
concept of Scouting was brought to the United States by 
publisher William D. Boyce whose visit to England that 
foggy night first attracted him to the Movement. The trail 
became a reality when Boyce filed incorporation papers for 
the Boy Scouts of America on February 8, 1910. 
 Where do we in Chester County fit in to these 
earlier days of Scouting? In Chester County, before the 
formation of our Council, as we know it today, Scout troops 
were springing up in many of our communities. As troops 
were formed in a community they assumed the identity of 
the community and the number corresponding to the order 
in which they were formed in that community. When our 
Council was chartered, troops already had been formed. 
Among these were troops in Atglen, Avondale, Berwyn, 
Downingtown, Honeybrook, Paoli, Parkesburg, 
Phoenixville, and three troops in West Chester. 
 Many Scout troops, have laid claim to being the 
first in the nation and several have been mentioned in 
Chester County. A Phoenixville troop that was formed in 
1907, the same year as Scouting in England, was referred 
to in a Phoenixville newspaper article as the first in 
Pennsylvania. Since the National Scout Council was not 
formed until 1910 and this troop existed for only several 
years, it is impossible to verify its claim. However, it is 
documented that Paoli Troop 1 was formed in 1911 and 
registered with the National Council in March of that year. It 
has been continuously registered ever since that time. 
Further evidence of early Scouting in Chester County is a 
document, presented the Council and now residing with 
West Chester Troop 6. That document issued December 
10, 1910 by the National Scout Council certified what is 
believed to be the first Scoutmaster in Chester County. It 
commissioned Henry B. Coleman as Scoutmaster of Troop 
1 West Chester which eventually became Troop 6. Each of 
these early connections is like acorns seeded to become 
today’s strong oaks, one of the outstanding Scout Councils 
in America today. 

 
 Our communications then have now changed to cell 

phones... compass  now is our ‘gps’ device…’pup’ tents are now 
nylon structures! 

 

 Yes, today, 100 years later, things have changed 
yet our Chester County Council still stands as one of the 
leaders in Scouting. We can boast of two fine camps, 
Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, III, serving 
year around Scout camping programs for our 13,000 
Scouts and Venturing crews. Our leaders – volunteers at 
all Scouting levels – are some of the best trained and 
dedicated to help young people make the right choices in 
their lives through active Scouting programs.  Many of our 
leaders not only serve their units locally but also on the 
National Scout level – not only National and Regional 
levels but also leadership at Philmont and the National 
Scout Jamboree.  
 Many of our Scout units here at the start are still 
doing great Scouting, setting the example for others and 
making a difference in the lives of young people arriving at 
Scouting’s door. Now, we of the HSRAA are setting the 
example for great Scouting and service to our great camps 
– Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, 3rd – now 
and for the generations of Scouts to come! 
 As we embark on the future, our sights are set 
upon providing the best Scouting experiences for our 
current and future youth and working in our communities to 
reach out to other youth. In addition, we are looking 
forward to enhancing our Council Service Center on 

property recently acquired that will give us the ability to 

better serve our Scouts and Leaders as we go forward for 
our next 100 years!! 
  

     
Eric Magendantz gets “cake” for 100th from Cub Pack! 
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OCTORARO LODGE 22 
ANNUAL BANQUET! 

 On February 26 at the Annual Council 

Board Meeting, Lodge 22 Chief Jake Segal 

presented a summary report of Octoraro Lodge 

22 successes in the past year. 16,000 hours of 

Cheerful Service were contributed to the 

Horseshoe Scout Reservation and the Chester 

County Council, BSA. The Lodge was a Quality 

Lodge for another year. The Lodge was honored 

by receiving its 5
th
 E. Urner Goodman Award 

and National Service Award, the only lodge in 

the Northeast Region to receive both awards in 

both years and only one of two lodges to do so 

Nationally.  

Chief Segal 

commented that 

the renovation 

of the OA 

Lodge Building 

continues. In 

addition, the 

Lodge has 

received a grant 

for repairing  

and expanding   

Reservation 

trails.  
 The 

Kimberton Fire 

Hall in March was a magical place where Lodge 

22 Brothers gathered to celebrate their 

Brotherhood of Cheerful Service and to honor 

fellow members for their service to the Lodge 

and Scouting. Magic was provided by Chad 

Juros. 

 Two Lodge Brothers were honored with 

the Founders‘ Award at the March 13 Banquet. 

The award   memorializes the dedication of our 

Order‘s founders, E. Urner Goodman and 

Carroll Edson. It is presented to Arrowmen who 

serve the Order over and above their immediate 

duties. Congratulations go to Nicholas Massaro 

(youth) and to John L. Boldin (adult)! The James 

H. Gawthrop, Jr. Memorial Allouchsit 

Allogagan ―Mighty Servant‖ honorees were: 

David A. Hohl, John L. McCabe, Jr., John O. 

McGovern, Jr., Paul E. Munscher, George F. 

Pfeiffer, William G. Taylor, and W. Stuart 

Watson III.  

 A new award, The Chesimus Wulihan 

Award (Young Brother Who Does Good For 

Others) was introduced to recognize a new youth 

Brother in the Lodge who has served for fewer 

than two years, but who has, during that time, 

demonstrated outstanding service and 

commitment to the principles of both the OA 

and Octoraro Lodge 22. That final decision is 

being announced tonight. 

 The Vigil Honor call-out was another 

highlight as the following youth members were 

called out in the solemn ceremony: James 

Harris, Andrew Moore, William Pfeiffer, Nathan 

Ramberger, Jerry Schaeffer and Bradley 

Donahue. Adult Scouters called out for the Vigil 

Honor were: Richard Crompton, Christopher 

Gilbert, Steve Kiernan, Scott Mitchell, Charles 

Perch and William Cassel. 

 All members of the Brotherhood joined 

hands as the Lodge song closed the Banquet 

ceremonies and looked forward to Horseshoe‘s 

84
th
 season! 

LET IT SNOW…LET IT 

SNOW...LET IT…NO! NO! NO! 

 
 Surprise! The ‗dust‘ of Horseshoe is still 

beneath the drifts! As we all experienced this 

winter, the snows have been one for the records 

both in the County and on the Reservation! 

 

    
Tom Murphy and Chief Jake Segal on hand! 

 Needless to say, Ray Hayden his crew 

and Lodge members helped in the storms doing 

a great job. Thanks to Ray and his crew! Many 

Troops had to cancel due to the blizzards.  

Thanks to Ray we have memorable pictures! 
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Camp Ware after 2010 blizzard! 

  

HSRAA’S NEW SIGNS AND  
PICNIC GROVE/ PARADE 

GROUND PROJECTS! 

  
                Initial work on Picnic Grove Wall  

  

 HSRAA projects came to fruition since 

 last fall. Both Camp John H. Ware, 3
rd

 and 

 Camp Horseshoe will have new signs posted to 

 guide new campers and visitors around our 

 camps this summer thanks to the HSRAA and 

 Dick Bensing‘s efforts. 

 

      
 

 In addition, beginning last fall, work 

 was begun on the new field stone wall lining the 

 pathway from the top of the Parade Field to the 

 steps leading to  the Dining Hall end. This is part 

 of the  renovation project by the HSRAA to 

 enhance the Picnic Grove area. That project 

 should be near  completion by  the start of 

 Summer Camp. 

 
 

“VM” - HSRAA’S VIRTUAL 
MUSEUM NEWS:  

 HSRAA‘s Virtual Museum‖ is a reality 

on a computer near you! 

 Check out the addition of special 

quizzes testing your knowledge of camp 

history and memorabilia! Also, see “Special 

Summer Programs” and its link to HSRAA 

Reunions. 

 Pictures are needed along with other 

memorabilia (like the 1930‘s Horseshoe pennant 

appearing in the Fall LOOP issue brought in by 

Roland Minshall…a real find!). 

 

 
Chairman Hammond and Neil Chippendale 
 

HSRAA’s CHAIRMAN, MARK    
  HAMMOND WRITES –
 (Mark’s message reflects earlier days before our 

 record breaking winter snows of 2009 and 2010) 

When I reminisce about Camp Horseshoe, 

 I tend to think back to attending summer camp 

 as a Scout and my summers on camp staff.   

 The other day, after clearing my driveway 

 from yet another monster snowstorm, I found 

 myself thinking of winter camp.  As a Scout, it 
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 invariably snowed either right before we 

 arrived at camp or while we were there. 

 I was a second-year Scout or so when 

Troop 12 during one memorable stay at 

Browning Lodge.  Our troop was relatively 

small, and we had planned a fairly relaxed 

agenda, which allowed us to extensively explore 

the camp.  The Octoraro Creek was frozen, and 

with six inches of fresh snow on the ground, 

incredibly quiet and peaceful.  Without the 

hustle and bustle attendant to summer camp, 

deer and other wildlife freely roamed throughout 

the central portions of camp (as proven by their 

tracks).  It was hard to believe that this was the 

same camp that kept us continually on the go 

from breakfast to Taps every summer.   

 The following winter, it was the forces 

of man that were highlighted.  Construction of 

the new camp road was on-going, and we had 

the opportunity to explore the excavations and 

grading work that was in process.  As fairly 

young scouts, we had never considered how 

roads were built—but seeing how dynamite had 

been used to blast rock out of the hillside 

certainly captured our imagination!  Our 

scoutmaster, Ken Ryan, was an engineer and we 

spent much of the remainder of the weekend 

asking engineering questions (well, dynamite-

related engineering questions at least). 

  A few years later as a 16-year old, I 

attended winter camp at Camp Ware with Troop 

24.  About 4 inches of snow blanketed the camp 

that Saturday, and this snow created a beautiful 

and peaceful scene.  Again, for someone used to 

the hustle and bustle of summer camp, this 

contrast was almost eerie and provoked a deeper 

reverence and respect for Mother Nature.  

Unfortunately, several of my friends still 

remember and discuss this trip for another 

reason—the fact that my old Ford Fairlane 

couldn‘t make it out the unplowed camp road 

and had to be abandoned for a week!   

 The camps‘ history is filled with tales of 

Scouts trapped at winter camp.  In Troop 12, the 

older boys used to tell us of being ―rescued‖ by 

the National Guard after one particularly heavy 

snowfall (of course, the Scouts had come 

prepared and didn‘t need rescuing—but parents 

and school beckoned).  Other stories, including 

at least one account documented in the Daily 

Local newspaper (and available in the HSRAA 

own virtual museum) tells of Scouts returning 

from winter camp via helicopter. If you want to 

read about it for yourself, see 

http://www.hsraa.org/museum/MuseumExhibit.

php?exhibit_id=109.   

 If you have a good story about winter 

camp, or even just a few snapshots, we‘d love to 

add them to our Virtual Museum.  Both can be 

submitted on-line through the Virtual Museum 

website.  If on-line submission is not feasible, 

please contact us and we can make alternate 

arrangements. 

Yours in the Spirit, Mark Hammond 
 

 
T50 members Whyte and Bill Self in Hiawatha Pageant 

 

THE FIRST OF A SERIES OF TROOP 
CAMPING VIGNIETTES AT 

HORSESHOE by Neil Chippendale, 
Associate Editor 

 
 Where did it all begin? 1928 was quite 

an auspicious year for our Council. It was  the 

tenth anniversary of the council‘s founding, the 

year that troops were given numbers based on 

the order of their being chartered in the council, 

and the year that Camp Horseshoe first opened 

for Scout use. Headquartered in the White 

House, the camp boasted the newly built Allen 

Memorial dining hall and the SPCA‘s Kindness 

Center. On the foundation of a wagon shed was 

built the Scoutmasters‘ Lodge, dedicated to 

Devon 50‘s first scoutmaster, Edward Browning. 

In addition to the buildings, five campsites were 

erected to accommodate 32 boys and two 

leaders. Each campsite provided part of the 

camp program and swimming lessons were 

given in Octoraro Creek. In the first years 

campers were formed as provisional troops and 

in Horseshoes‘ first year 400 scouts from 40 

troops attended camp coached by attentive staff.  

Among this group of 400 scouts were 

boys from Devon Troop 50 which began an 

unbroken string of Devon 50 scouts returning to 

Horseshoe each summer. The first boys were 

assigned to a provisional troop in the Davey 

http://www.hsraa.org/museum/MuseumExhibit.php?exhibit_id=109
http://www.hsraa.org/museum/MuseumExhibit.php?exhibit_id=109
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Crockett stockade. The second summer at 

Horseshoe saw Devon 50‘s Ike Whyte achieve 

the Eagle Scout rank and serve on the Junior 

Camp Staff.  Like many others, Ike planted a 

tree in Horseshoes Eagle Scout Grove to honor 

his accomplishment. Ike was also the first 

Devon 50 scout to achieve the Order of the 

Arrow‘s third degree, now know as the Vigil 

Honor. 1936 saw Devon 50‘s boys assigned to 

the Boonsboro Stockade and its OA members 

were busy that summer remodeling the Chapel 

and adding benches of stone and a new front 

platform. In 1938 Devon 50‘s Bill Sellers was 

handicraft director operating from the basement 

of Kindness Center. 1939 saw Devon 50 earning 

the Roberts Award by having over 60% of its 

members attend summer camp and being active 

in Council and District events. The award was 

personally presented to the troop at camp by 

Justice Owen J. Roberts.  

During the war years Devon 50 was 

present at the great flood of Horseshoe that 

occurred in 1942 which saw the Athletic Field 

and pool flooded and the swinging bridge over 

the Octoraro swept away. In 1985 the troop was 

present when another flood swept away the 

swinging bridge to Camp John H. Ware III and 

almost flooded the pool. 1945 saw the end of the 

war in Europe and Devon 50 boys driving to 

Council headquarters in West Chester to board 

buses for Camp Horseshoe, get checked in at the 

White House, before being assigned to the Kit 

Carson campsite for the first time. Boys at this 

time slept on bags, called ticks that were filled 

with straw, and after filling these bags most boys 

were quite happy to get to the pool for swim 

checks. Larry Phelan was in Aquatics then and 

John Cable was a Stockade Leader.  

 

 
Don Brownlow at Boonesboro in 1928 

1946 saw the troop back in Boonesboro 

and many members, including Johnny Rettew, 

Bob Tinsman, and Forrest Lenker, were serving 

on camp staff. 1948 saw Mr. Lenker joined on 

camp staff by his son Bob and doing great work 

at the nature lodge. In addition, Herb Ellson and 

his sons Jud and Earl joined with Johnny Rettew 

to form the camp aquatics staff. 1949 saw Devon 

50 back at Kit Carson and the troop again 

qualified for the ―Roberts Award‖ and camp 

staff included Forrest and Bob Lenker, Johnny 

Rettew, Herb Ellson, Andy Wilson and Roland 

Smith on the kitchen staff.  

Later staff members included Dave 

Roberts (who claimed the record on the 

―heaving bar‖), Bill Lenker, Frog Coyle, Kurt 

Wolter, Brett Barraclough, John Kemmerer, 

Mark Graham, Chris Rettew, Matt Christenson, 

Neil Chippendale and the list goes on and on. By 

1956 Devon 50 had moved to the Nature Heart 

and Dan Beard campsites at Horseshoe due to 

the popularity of camp.           

 
As a result of new camps being built, in 

1962 the troop moved into the Rothrock and 

Roberts Adirondack campsites. This began the 

traditional use of those sites which continues on 

to the present. 

In addition to being at summer camp 

every year, Devon 50 also has a long tradition of 

attending winter camp at Horseshoe beginning 

in Browning Lodge and McIlvaine Lodges and 

then ending up in Roberts and Rothrock 

lodges.

  
Who can ever forget those cold frosty 

nights huddled around Browning‘s fireplace 

listening to tales told by Forrest Lenker or Herb 

Ellson or dining on a huge spaghetti dinner? 
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Many happy times have been enjoyed by Devon 

50 Scouters at Horseshoe and I‘m sure this is 

true for many other troops.  

If you would like to share a portion of 

your troops experience at Horseshoe it can be 

included in an addition of the Loop and posted 

to the HSRAA website for all to see. Pictures 

would also be gratefully accepted. Please send 

your story to Neil Chippendale at 

nchippendale@verizon.net and it will end up in 

the Loop. 

 

CAMP HORSESHOE’S SUMMER  
 While we‘re still awaiting more 

sunshine to melt the drifts, plans are underway 

for a great camp this summer on the Octoraro. 

 

  

 Following a great 2009 season, Mike 

Berkeihiser is putting together another top staff 

and program for our campers. Craig Cohen will 

be Program Director replacing Noah Austin. The 

Technology merit badge program. Introduced 

last summer is being expanded. COPE program 

will again attract our older Scouts on Flag Pole 

Hill. 

 

CAMP JOHN H. WARE, 3
rd

 with 
DIRECTOR JOHN LUKOWSKI 
 Chester County Council, BSA, has new 

Camp Director for 2010 at Camp Ware is John 

Lukowski of Phoenixville.   

 With his Cubbing experience will serve 

 John well in bringing this to the Cub and 

Webelos Scouts at camp. The biggest changes at 

Camp Ware will be the revision in Boy Scout 

week number two. That week will be expanded 

to include Venturing and International Scouting 

– the Irish Scouts here in 2000 will be returning.  

 One Cub week and one Boy Scout week 

will be replaced with 3 Specialty camps – a 

Conservation program; a merit badge program 

entitled ―Soaring with Eagles‖ and 3 -4 days of 

adult leader modules. 

 Camp Ware will also host the Council‘s 

Youth Leadership Training as well as Wood 

Badge Course NE-VI-167 this spring. 

 

WARE’S 2010 PROGRAM ENHANCED 
BY “HORSESHOE RIDGE 

BOULDERING WALL” by Jay Gregg 

  
 New to Horseshoe Scout Reservation is 

the ―Horseshoe Ridge Bouldering Wall‖, located 

at Camp John H. Ware, 3rd, adjacent to the 

Archery Range.  This exciting new program 

facility was constructed by the Horseshoe 

Ranger Staff, led by Chris Wilder.  Construction 

was completed in early autumn 2009 in time for 

the 2009-2010 winter camping season. 

 The facility, according to Reservation 

Director Ray Hayden, was inspired by a similar 

facility at Alpine Scout Camp in New Jersey.  

The wall is 8‘ tall, giving youth climbers 

sufficient challenge to introduce them to 

climbing, without allowing them to exceed BSA 

safety standards.  The 60‘ wide climbing surface 

can easily handle an entire Cub Den or Scout 

Patrol to minimize waiting.   

 ―A bouldering wall differs from a 

climbing wall‖ says Hayden, ―in both size and 

safety procedures.  A bouldering wall is not tall 

enough to require rope belay systems, making it 

easier to operate and give young climbers more 

hands on climbing time without a need for ropes 

and harnesses.‖ 

  

 
  

 The Horseshoe Ridge Bouldering Wall 

gives Cubs a great introductory challenge 

without putting them higher than their own 

shoulders.  At that height, adult spotters, 

required for each climber, can give sufficient 

mailto:nchippendale@verizon.net
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protection from injurious falls.  The base of the 

wall is also covered with a mulch safety surface, 

to reduce the impact form climbers slipping or 

jumping down from the climbing surface. 

 Horseshoe Ridge is available to units 

camping at Horseshoe Scout Reservation at no 

additional cost.  Unit Leaders must contact the 

Reservation Director or Ranger to arrange for 

use of the wall.  Units requesting to use the 

bouldering wall must also participate in an 

orientation and safety briefing with a Ranger or 

approved Campmaster.  Units should also ensure 

that at least one participating leader is currently 

certified in Climb On Safely training. 

 The Horseshoe Ridge Bouldering Wall 

will be a prominent program feature for summer 

programs held at Camp Ware.  Horseshoe Ridge 

will allow Cubs to develop basic climbing skills 

that they can expand and improve as Boy Scouts 

with the higher level facilities available at Camp 

Horseshoe.  Kudos to Ray Hayden and Chris 

Wilder for bringing this exciting new program 

area to Horseshoe Scout Reservation. 

 

THE NATIONAL HALL OF 
LEADERSHIP AWARD FOR 

100
TH

 ANNIVERSARY 
 There are less than three weeks to 

register…!  Have you (or your unit) nominated a 

worthy Scouter, Volunteer or Scout for 

recognition in the National Hall of Leadership 

selection for the 100
th
 anniversary of Scouting? 

The names are due by April 8, 2010. It is an 

honor just to be put up for this award! 

 The Council Hall of Leadership 

Committee will select 12 individuals for the 

Hall. This group will then be reviewed by 

National and one person will be named at the 

National Jamboree from the Council. 

 Note: Chester County Council will have 

its own Hall of Leadership to be recognized and 

made up from all submissions. 

 To be nominated, a person must be a 

living Scout or Scouting volunteer who may or 

may not be officially registered with the BSA. 

They must have served as an active Scout or 

Scouting volunteer for at least one year. A 

nominee may be young or old - there is no age 

limit - and you can submit as many nominations 

as you'd like. 

 All submissions must be done using 

the electronic application form in your 

current on line issue of the Trail Blazer. 

 

 REFLECTIONS - 1930 – 2010 
 
 1920 – 90 years ago  

Our Council‘s 2
nd

 summer camp year at Camp 

Lafayette, Honeybrook. Boating and swimming 

in Icedale Lake. It was off to Carlisle, PA to 

Camp Rothrock the next year. 

 
 1930 – 80 years ago 

Cub Scouting first started by National BSA. It 

was our third camping season at the Horseshoe 

Scout Reservation – ―A Real Camp for Real  

Boys!‖ Justice Owen J. Roberts dedicates the 

new swimming pool with BSA‘s James E. West. 

Chapel built by OA on Flag Pole Hill. 

 
 1940 – 70 years ago 

Our Scouts planted 22,000 trees to re-forest that 

section of Horseshoe burned out in 1938 and to 

forest other camp areas. The Morrison Health 

Lodge construction was started later in the year. 

It was the 30
th
 anniversary of Scouting. 
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 1950 – 60 years ago 

Attendance at Horseshoe was blossoming due to 

the shift in population after the war to the 

suburbs. Much talk about a new Order of the 

Arrow Lodge building. Fund raising started. In 

Valley Forge Park this summer 77,000 Scouts 

and visitors were there for President Truman. 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower gave an 

inspirational speech to the Scouts. 

        
 1960 – 50 years ago 
Scouting was 50 years old now and the theme 

was ―For God and Country‖. Colorado was base 

for the National Jamboree that summer. A 

record summer camp under Camp Director Ernie 

Heegard. That fall a Council first took place 

when a Coed Exploring weekend was held at 

Horseshoe. Hurricane ―Donna‖ hits camp. 

 1970 – 40 years ago 

By now, Horseshoe had a period of expansion 

with increased unit campsites and the Canoe 

Base, now named Camp Jubilee was running 

provisional style camping. It was announced that 

a new leadership training program, Wood 

Badge, would be held the following year. That 

fall the Octoraro Lodge 22 had 475 members at 

the Fall OA weekend to help close camp. 
 

 

 1980 – 30 years ago 
Camp Jubilee now re-named Camp John H. 

Ware, 3
rd

 to honor long-time volunteer and 

Council leader. Horseshoe Pool re-dedicated in 

honor of Chief Charles M. Heistand. To avoid 

the flooding along the lower camp road, a new 

road was constructed over Flag Pole Hill. That 

summer we had 90% of our Troops at summer 

camp, putting us number 1 in both the Region 

and nationally. 

 1990 – 20 years ago 

Council volunteers continue doing good 

work, especially after the ‘88 International 

Jamboree of Polish Scouts in Exile 

encampment. The first Scouting for the 

Handicapped Camporee was held at Ware. It 

was the 65
th

 anniversary of Octoraro Lodge 

22‘s founding. 

      
 2000 – 10 years ago 

The HSRAA marked its first year with a 

Reunion at Camp Horseshoe. The HSRAA 

would take on major projects to enhance our 

two camps in years to follow. Camp John H. 

Ware, 3
rd

 was host to Irish Scouts 2000 with 

200 Scouts and leaders attending. Cub 

Scouting was strong in this period and plans 

were made to add new Cub facilities at 

Ware. 
 

2010 – Marks Scouting’s 100
th

 Anniversary. 

In earlier years in the decade construction was 

completed for a number of new facilities at 

Ware for Cubbing. The Cub lodge was re-named 

to honor Jim Macaleer who spear-headed the 

fund raising. A new HQ was erected and the 

dining center was expanded. Meanwhile at 

Camp Horseshoe two new structures were built-

the new Trading Post honoring Bill Hess and the 

Goodman Pavilion. Mike Berkeihiser continues 

as Camp Director in his 22 years on the Staff. 

 

HSRAA COMMITTEE 
Chairman ……………………Mark Hammond 

Vice Chairman……………….John Kemmerer 

Secretary………………………. Stuart Watson 

Treasurer……………………… Donald Tyson 

LOOP Editors; JB Rettew, E. Rettew,  

Associates: N. Chippendale, J. Gregg 

 
Please Direct Comments to: jbrettew@comcast.net 
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Chester County Council, BSA 
504 South Concord Road 
West Chester, PA 19382 
 
Return Service Requested 
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