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OUR TENTH REUNION!   IT’S HEEGARD-RETTEW DAY! 

 Hot off the wires from Bob Matje, Reunion Chairman and Stu Watson! The following 

announcement was made. 

 ―An important milestone is being celebrated this year – our tenth anniversary! Ten years of 

making important steps to be a benefactor of both Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, 3
rd

…but 

what is more important, is to facilitate the coming together as an organization that celebrates the heritage 

of our camps; and, to reconnect all the Scouts, Scouters, Staff and Leaders who have camped at the 

Reservation and have made a difference over the years.  This is why the Horseshoe Scout Reservation is 

looked upon as one of the premier camps in the USA.  

 The Tenth Year Anniversary Reunion is on July 18th, 2009 at Horseshoe Scout Camp.  The day 

will start off at 1:00 PM with sign-in at the Goodman Pavilion and continue with an afternoon of 

activities culminating with a program built around our two honored guests, John B. (JB) Rettew and G. 

Ernest (Ernie) Heegard. 

 JB is being recognized for his many years as a Scoutmaster, 

Council Commissioner, Council President, and de facto Horseshoe 

Historian, Ernie for his decades as Camp Director, Scoutmaster, and 

Octoraro Lodge Advisor.  They are both Charter Members of HSRAA; in 

fact JB is one of the HSRAA‘s five founders, and Ernie is the HSRAA‘s 

Honorary Chairman. 

 Attendees are free to take a 

self-guided tour of the Reservation 

and view the many projects that 

HSRAA has completed in the ten 

years of existence.  These include 

new entrance ways at both Camp 

Horseshoe and Camp Ware, a new 

archery range at Camp Ware and a 

completely re-landscaped parade field 

at Camp Horseshoe.  Gone from the parade field are the rocks you 

may remember stumbling over at Retreat, replaced with new soil and 

real grass, stone steps and retaining walls and walkways and new 

flagpoles.  It‘s quite a change for the old camp.  Later in the day, plans 

for future projects will be presented and discussed. 

 Other plans for the days‘ activities include crafts for the kids and if you choose attendance at the 

camp wide Water Carnival. At 4:30 pm a brief memorial to James H. ―Jim‖ Gawthrop will be held at the 

Boonsboro Campsite. Following that, at 5:00 pm time is set aside for the Decade Pictures and then the 

impressive Horseshoe Retreat Ceremony at 5:45pm.  Dinner follows. 

 A fee of $10 per person covers dinner consisting of a full spit-roasted pork dinner with all the 

fixings.  Families and children are welcome to attend and children under six eat for free. After dinner the 

http://www.hsraa.org/
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Scouting Years of JB and Ernie will be presented by various individuals from their lives.  A few songs 

and a brief business meeting will follow.‖ 

 Reunion leaders have promised a great time for all. Special HSRAA reunion T-Shirts will be 

available. There will be song and food – great meal for attendees – opportunities to tour both Horseshoe 

and Ware camps, see the HSRAA Virtual Museum, trade patches, view memorabilia of the ―olden‖ days, 

videos, slides, etc. and have great time!  

 Please sign up when you get the invitation or go on the website: www.hsraa.org. for registration 

information. PLEASE- COME BACK - JOIN US ON JULY 18! 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
HSRAA Chairman Mark Hammond 

 

 Dear HSRAA Member and Friends, 
 Most successful year ever!  That easily 

could be the theme of our 10
th
 reunion, where 

we will be celebrating our founding along with 

two special people instrumental in the 

Reservation:  G. Ernest ―Ernie‖ Heegard and 

John Barton ―JB‖ Rettew III.  Our five founding 

founders (including JB) established our original 

mission, ―To preserve and promote the spirit 

and heritage of the Horseshoe Scout Reservation 

and its camps (Camp Horseshoe and Camp John 

H. Ware 3
rd

), to be a benefactor to the 

Reservation and to promote the brotherhood of 

Scouting among the alumni/a of the 

Reservation.”   This mission remains every bit 

as relevant today as it did back then. 

 We accomplish our mission by being a 

benefactor to the Reservation‘s camps by 

designing and funding significant improvement 

projects, by promoting fellowship amongst the 

camps‘ alumni through our annual reunions 

and our thrice-yearly newsletters, and 

through efforts to preserve the camps‘ 

history.  In that regard, this year may have 
been our most successful ever.  While each year 

we have held a successful reunion and 

implemented a camp improvement project, 

developing ways to preserve the camps‘ history 

has proven a thorny task.  However, with the 

2009 launch of the HSRAA Virtual Museum, 

the association is now hitting on all cylinders. 

 HISTORY:  The Virtual Museum has 

been a long discussed goal of the association, 

and thanks to the efforts of Dave ―Woody‖ 

Woodward and Andy ―no nickname yet‖ Coe, 

the museum is available on-line at our website 

www.hsraa.org (maintained by our webmaster 

Matt ―Frog‖ Lewis).   

 
  
 The museum already contains over 

3,000 images, documents, maps, videos, 

pictures, etc. from both camps and from every 

decade of the reservation.  There are a number 

of items that hadn‘t been seen or publicly 

available in decades, but thanks to our members, 

they are now available to all.  If you haven‘t 

visited the Virtual Museum, I implore you to do 

so—and then to dig out your memorabilia and 

http://www.hsraa.org/
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bring it down to the reunion for scanning and 

posting on-line. 

  FELLOWSHIP:  Each of our 

reunions has been well attended and received.  

We hope that you attend this year‘s reunion, to 

be held in the Goodman Pavilion at Camp 

Horseshoe on Saturday, July 18
th
.  Our reunions 

have had a number of themes and honorees, 

including past camp Staff and volunteers–

Reverend ‗Casey‘ Jones; Bill Robertson Day; 

and this year‘s honorees Ernie and JB.  The 

reunions have included great food, including full 

spit pig roasts and CW Bruton‘s BBQ chicken.   

 

 
 The Sump Pumps in concert 

 

And the Reunions have included  entertainment, 

including musical performances by ―The Sump 

Pumps‖ – Camp Horseshoe‘s jug band from the 

1960‘s and 1970‘s to Camp Ware‘s band ―Hard 

Shelter‖; a presentation on the camp‘s history by 

Jeff Balmat, and a number of other activities and 

displays.  We hope that you‘ve kept up with 

your membership dues, so that you continue to 

receive our newsletter, which includes a mixture 

of camp nostalgia and current events.  Our 

membership rolls are up this year, which we find 

particularly gratifying in today‘s economy.  

 PROJECTS:  Each year, we‘ve 

performed an improvement project at the 

Reservation.  Over the years, we expended 

approximately $125,000 in these capital 

improvements, and the feedback has been 

uniformly positive.  We are particularly proud of 

the Camp Horseshoe Parade Field 

improvements, which included re-grading and 

seeding, construction of numerous stone walls 

and stairways, new troop flag poles and a new 

main flagpole.  This project helps the camp put 

its best face on for visitors (especially during the 

Saturday night retreats), and helps to lend the 

appropriate level of seriousness to the daily 

retreat ceremony.  The new Archery structure at 

Camp Ware has also proven to be a big hit.  For 

a list of all of our projects, including 

pictures, please visit www.hsraa.org.   

  

 
  

 PROJECTS NOW UNDERWAY:  

We are currently in the process of 

performing three projects.  The first is the 

redesign and reconstruction of the Camp 

Horseshoe trash yard, which will be 

complete before summer camp opens.  

Although this project may not sound 

exciting, it is sorely needed.  The trash yard 

sits next to the dining hall and showers, and 

is in many direct sight lines for campers and 

camp visitors.  Also underway is a 

Reservation-wide effort to upgrade the 

individual camp signs to a consistent and 

professional looking standard.  Each sign is 

constructed of Redwood, and will 

significantly improve both camps 

appearances.  We are hopeful of having this 

project completed before the start of summer 

camp.  Finally, we are in the process of 

constructing the Horseshoe Nursery, which 

will be used to grow native plants and trees 

for permanent planting across the 

Reservation.  The Nursery is being built at 

the Camp Horseshoe entrance, near the Pole 

Barn, and will include a deer fence and 

appropriate irrigation.  We are in the process 

of obtaining nursery stock and hope to open 

the Nursery this autumn.   

 A BRIGHT FUTURE:  Membership 

is up.  The Virtual Museum is open and the 

Nursery will be shortly.  We are looking forward 

to our 2010 reunion to be held at Camp 

http://www.hsraa.org/
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Horseshoe and our 2011 reunion scheduled for 

Camp Ware.  We‘ve begun discussing our next 

slate of projects, including the possibility of a 

very significant project for Camp Horseshoe—

the refurbishment of the Picnic Grove.   

 

 
 
 One of the benefits of the HSRAA is 

that many of our members were no longer active 

in scouting when they joined our association.  

As a result, we‘ve been able to significantly 

broaden the base of support for the council.  

Whether you are an active Scouter or not, we 

hope that you‘ll remain a faithful member of the 

HSRAA and that you agree with us, that our 

future is bright. 

 YOURS IN THE SPIRIT… 

                    Mark Hammond  

 

 
 

CENTURY OF VALUES TOUR  
 Officially, the 100

th
 Anniversary of 

Scouting was kicked off in good fashion at the 

old West Chester Court House in May. 

 Across the nation, teams of Scouters 

representing the National Scouting efforts 

initiated major event contacts with more than 

300 Scout Councils throughout the country. The 

teams travel in a RV decorated with Scouting 

memorabilia reflecting our 100 years heritage. 

Members of one of these teams from the Detroit 

Area Council visited West Chester where a 

special reception was held in the Old Court 

House and they presented a framed print 

representing images from special Scouting years 

and people who made a difference in Scouting‘s 

100 years. 

 

 
 

 West Chester Troop 6, one of those first 

formed in the Chester County areas nearly 100 

years ago, was represented by their Scout Color 

Guard to open the meeting with the Pledge of 

Allegiance and the Scout Oath and Law.  The 

Master of Ceremonies was Mayor Richard 

Yoder. The Detroit group spoke to the purpose  

 

 
 

of the event and expressed their appreciation for 

the turnout of dignitaries from the Council and 

those representing the State legislature. In turn, 

the state representatives and those representing 

Congress presented special citations to the  

Council marking our contribution to the 

Community for 90 years. 

 State Representative Barbara Mc Ilvaine 

Smith spoke and remarked of her heritage as it 

related to Scouting and especially Camp 

Horseshoe.   She commented that it was her 

relative, J. Gibson McIlvaine, who was the 

architect for Camp Horsehoe‘s buildings in 

1927. She also noted that McIlvaine Lodge was 

named in his honor.  Other of her relatives had 
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strong connections to our Council at camp‘s 

inception as well as years following. 

 Council President Russell Neubauer 

spoke to those assembled and acknowledged that 

this was the official start of our Council‘s 

celebration. Craig Hadden, 100
th
 Chairman 

acknowledged the gift from the COV 

representatives and thanked all present 

especially Lawrence A. Husick, ESQ, event 

organizer. 

 
LAND BEFORE TIME…WHERE 
EAGLES NOW SOAR! 
 The Susquehanna River fed by our 

Octoraro Creek and other tributaries feeds into 

the upper reaches of the Chesapeake Bay. In 

those earlier times of Native American villages, 

one of which was most likely nestled in the 

imprint of (our) horse‘s foot, people relied upon 

the abundant resources of the area replete with 

fish, wild game and fowl.  It was an area where 

birds of prey – hawks, falcons, vultures and 

Eagles – along with their lesser winged cousins 

relied upon the rich natural resources for their 

sustenance. 

 

 
Over the years the population of Eagles 

in this ecosystem dwindled to near extinction. 

However, with efforts by the Audubon Society,  

the US Fish and Wildlife Service and 

like-minded organizations combined with our 

government regulators, Eagles were re-

introduced in our water-shed area (as well as 

other areas) a number of years ago. It was only a 

matter of time that the ―endangered‖ Eagle 

population took hold and eventually was 

removed from the endangered list and put on the 

―protected‖ list by the government and wildlife 

regulators. 

Seemingly, our Horseshoe Scout 

Reservation has been selected by the Eagles as 

an ideal nesting area. Today, there are three 

nesting sites on camp lands according to Ray 

Hayden, Reservation Director. He relates that up 

to the present, the nests have been protected by 

re-routing trails and taking other measures that 

did not impact our Scouting programs. 

More recently though, a young pair of 

Eagles have established a nest in proximity to 

the OA Bridge over the Octoraro Creek. 

Usually, Eagles fledge in early July. Because of 

governmental regulations, the Eagles‘ nest has 

been given ―protected‖ status by the US Fish 

and Wildlife Service. As a result access to the 

OA Bridge and the HSR wilderness areas is 

being strictly controlled. Campers, hikers and 

visitors are required to avoid disturbing the birds 

and their nest. People are welcome to contact a 

Ranger for specific details and permissions.  

Ray comments that access to the OA 

Circle may be given in a brief window in 

September.  More information will come as we 

approach that time. In the meantime, keep 

watching for our soaring Eagles! They are 

further testament to the wonderful opportunities 

to find natural resources and wildlife afforded to 

our Scouts and leaders. 

 

 
 

NOTE: Thanks to Bob Baumann, Troop 

55, for making available his photos from camp 

used in this article. JBR 

 

 SERPENTINE BARRENS – 

with Ray Hayden’s commentary  
 

The Horseshoe Scout Reservation is 

situated in a unique and interesting geological 

and environmental location in our country.  

We are situated within the State Line 

Serpentine rock formation that extends beyond 

our Horseshoe‘s perimeter and reaches out   

northward, including Nottingham Park   and 

south in to Maryland. It is identified as the 
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―Goat Hill Serpentine Barrens.‖ The particular 

property along Red Pump Road is managed by 

the Bureau of Forestry. The following 

description is taken from its ―Google‖ listing: 

―Even the most casual visitor can see the 

dramatic difference between the life that thrives 

atop the barren rock and the lush green growth 

of the surrounding deciduous forest in this 

particular section of the Appalachian 

Highlands. Vast acres of wildflower meadows, 

cliff outcroppings and pitch pine forests are 

prime habitat for the many rare species of moths, 

butterflies and birds in this 600-acre preserve.‖ 

 

 
 

Reservation Director Ray Hayden adds 

the following to our Serpentine Barrens story 

elaborates upon what we know: 

 ―Native Americans once used fires to 

attract large animals grazing across grasslands 

stretching from New York, across central 

Maryland, and south to Alabama. Cactus-like 

vegetation, including serpentine aster and round-

leaved fame flower, thrived in the dry landscape 

and even perpetuated it with their flammability. 

As European settlers began dominating the 

region, grasslands once sustained by fires and 

grazing disappeared. In only a few unique 

places, these habitats persisted among thin soils 

covering outcrops of serpentine rock.‖  

 ―Located along the Maryland-

Pennsylvania border, the State-Line Serpentine 

Barrens contains some of the last major 

remnants of serpentine grassland in eastern 

North America. The thin soils covering this light 

green bedrock contain high levels of nickel, 

chromium and other metals that prove toxic to 

most plants and animals. However, while 

lacking nutrients, this habitat supports numerous 

species—many rare or endangered—that have 

adapted to the harsh environment over thousands 

of years.‖  

 ―Here in the Barrens you will find: Rare 

plants such as the round-leaved fame flower, 

very hairy chickweed and the serpentine aster, 

found only in the serpentine barrens of 

southeastern Pennsylvania and northeastern 

Maryland. Moths and butterflies, including red-

banded hairstreak, cob sew skipper, barrens 

buck moth, mottled dusky wing and dusted 

skipper. Nesting and migratory birds including 

the bobwhite quail, barred owl, declining whip-

poor-will and seventeen species of warblers. A 

diverse fern community, including marginal 

shield, hay scented, Christmas, interrupted and 

maidenhair. Warm-season grasses such as 

prairie drop seed and arrow-feather. Pitch pine 

forest that regenerates after fire.‖ 

  

 
Ray Hayden, Res Director, with Al Forssmark (L) 

 

 ―There are threats to the Barrens.  

Succession—the gradual replacement of barrens 

vegetation by woodlands—caused by urban 

development, which hinders an adequate amount 

of fire and grazing required to maintain this 

habitat. Illegal dumping. Mining. Invasive 

plants, including autumn olive, ailanthus, black 

locust and multi-flora rose.‖ 

 The Serpentine Barrens are only a short 

walk from the (limited) parking area, but wear 

sturdy shoes for a more strenuous hike that is 

required to get to the bluffs that overlook the 

Octoraro Creek. Be prepared for ticks and other 

biting and stinging insects during warmer months. 

Bring drinking water, as temperatures in the 

barrens can be as much as 10-15 degrees hotter 

than the surrounding forests.‖ 

This area is a great resource for our 

Scouts working on nature study and 

environmental merit badges at camp. According 

to Ray Hayden, the Reservation is working with 

the Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry for direct 

access to the Barrens from Camp. In the  
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meantime, he reports that our Octoraro 

Lodge 22 has been sending work crews into the 

site developing a trail system. In fact, the Bureau 

of Forestry has commended the work and 

awarded the Lodge for its efforts.  

Once full access is secured, Ray states 

that the area will be opened as a High Adventure 

program as a unique environmental classroom. 

 

 
 Ernie then… 

 
“ERNIE SAYS…”  
 
This time his column is about Ernie Heegard -

As Interviewed by our HSRAA Staff Reporter 

   

 Who could have imagined that this tall, 

thin, blond kid from Willistown Township 

would spend a major portion of his life 

dedicated to the development of Camp 

Horseshoe.  It all started in May of 1946.  Ernie 

transitioned from Cub Scouts to Boy Scouts 

where he joined Troop 78, and five weeks later 

he started his wide ranging and varied 63 year 

camping experience at Camp Horseshoe.  From 

that very first Sunday at camp, Ernie reported, 

―He had found the secret hidden valley. He was 

overwhelmed by the beauty of this camp, its 

green hills, and the meandering stream which 

bordered the property. The wonderful friends he 

acquired were so much better than he could have 

imagined.‖ 

 The second year, he was invited to join 

the staff as an Assistant Stockade Leader (the 

Provisional Scoutmasters aid/counselor in 

training). Even at age 13, (he was big for his 

age) Ern was eager to take on new challenges.  

The ensuing years would find Ern advancing 

through more and more responsible staff 

positions: first – a dishwasher (an all summer 

job with no pay), Boating Director, Handicraft 

Director, Dining-hall Manager, Aquatics 

Director, and an in-camp Explorer Director.  He 

then was asked to develop and direct the new 

Explorer Base on the Lewis property which later 

became Camp Jubilee and then Camp John H. 

Ware, III. After several years, he returned to 

Horseshoe as the Program Director.  Many of 

these positions were held for several years. After 

routinely taking numerous training courses at 

camp schools, Ern was invited to join the camp 

school staff at the National Training Center on 

the Schiff Scout Reservation.  Three weeks later, 

following the close of staff week at Camp 

Horseshoe, Don Simpson (then Scout Executive) 

handed the camp over to G. Ernest.  This was 

the beginning of his 29 year tenure as Camp 

Director.  Every job that was offered, he eagerly 

undertook and always added significantly to its 

program and/or facilities. 

 During Ern‘s early years at camp, he 

remembered fondly some of the most 

memorable characters among the older staff:  

Herb and Jud Ellson, ―Casey‖ Jones, Indian Jim 

Lockhart, and even Walley Hubble and Doc JJ 

Rodis, all of whom he acknowledged helped 

shape his own character. As to Ern‘s leadership 

style, he admitted to having gleaned much from 

such stalwarts as Scout Executive ―Chief‖ Louis 

Lester and his assistant, William Thornhill, also 

Scout Executives Don Simpson and Walter 

Ryan.  But the man to whom he gave the most 

credit for his success was his own Scoutmaster, 

Richard ―Link‖ Rice.  

 

 
 Ernie with his SM “Link” Rice, a 1927 Camper 

 

  Ern couldn‘t help musing proudly of his 

association with ―Casey‖ Jones‘s dad, H. Milton 

Jones, Scoutmaster of Troop 35 in Parkesburg.  

He was a real sage, small in stature with white 

hair and a white brushed mustache.  H. Milton 

would often quip something like, ―Boys,‖ 

(referring to ―Casey‖ and Ernie), ―if what you 

did yesterday seems big to you, you haven‘t 

done much today.‖ Ern must have taken this 

theme to heart as his team of builders from 
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Willistown has over the years remodeled or built 

many of the structures in camp. 

 

 
Ernie: a builder...always is working! 

  

 During my extensive interview with Mr. 

Heegard, he was uncomfortable talking about 

himself or the numerous awards he has received.  

He also wears no badges on his uniform and 

urges Scouts and Scouters to call him ―Ern‖ or 

―Ernie‖.  Some also refer to him as ―GE‖ or ―G 

Ernest‖, or by his Indian name, ―Achgeketum.‖ 

Ern did, however, give a hint of pride when 

discussing his tenure in Scouting: 63 

consecutive years at Horseshoe, 40 years as 

Scoutmaster of Troop 78, 30 years as Lodge 

advisor of Octoraro 22, Order of the Arrow, and 

29 years as the Director of Camp Horseshoe.  

   

 
 Ernie, the Teacher, leads merit badge class 

 

 When asked about what has given him 

the greatest satisfaction Ern smiled and 

explained, ―To have maintained Horseshoe‘s 

wonderful traditions, which I learned while 

growing up in the camp. Also, to have 

developed and refined a program with broad 

appeal to Scout troops within our own council 

and troops from other councils all over the 

eastern part of the United States.  This could 

only have been accomplished with the help of 

hundreds of inspired, dedicated, and extremely 

talented staff members.  We all left behind a 

program framework for future staffers to build 

on. It is a program filled with fun, and physical 

and moral challenges based on the Scouting 

ideals found in the Scout Oath and Law.‖ 

 
 Ernie…the great song leader! 

 

HSRAA “CHALLENGE GRANT” 
ANNOUNCED 
 Can you imagine how much an extra 

$5,000 could do for the HSRAA and for the 

benefit of the Reservation?   And, what if I tell 

you that you can help unlock all that additional 

money?  A husband and wife member of the 

HSRAA has issued a challenge grant in the 

amount of $5,000. This means that they will 

match dollar-for-dollar any donations you 

make to the HSRAA during the rest of 2009. 

This match applies to all donations through 

2009.  If you are not a current member (i.e. have 

not paid 2009 dues), we‘ll apply your donation 

to your membership dues and your donation will 

still qualify for the match.  (Unfortunately, 

reunion fees and 2010 membership dues don‘t 

qualify for the match). 

 $5,000 is a significant amount of 

money for the HSRAA—it’s about 50% of 

what we typically spend on our annual 

projects.  Doubling this money through your 

support will make a huge difference in our next 

project cycle.  Imagine what we can do with 

increased funding! 

 Here‘s how it works—send a check, in 

any amount, to the HSRAA.  For every dollar 

you send, an additional dollar will be released to 

the HSRAA from the $5,000 challenge grant 

funds—which are already on deposit with the 

council.  If you send $25, then we get an  
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additional $25.  If you send $100, we get an 

additional $100.  To receive the full $5,000, we 

need to collect a total of $5,000 from our 

members.  

 I strongly encourage you to support this 

opportunity by making a donation this year. This 

is the first time in our 10-year history that we‘ve 

solicited donations directly from our members, 

but we believe that the opportunity to double 

this anonymous donation is too good to pass up.  

           Mark Hammond 

 

 
Johnny Rettew at the pool in’46 

 
FLASHBACKS IN TIME … 
HORSESHOE SCOUTING 
EXPERIENCES 
   …by “JB” Rettew 

 All our lives, (including mine) are 

shaped by heredity and the nurturing of our 

families, the environment in which we grow and 

the experiences and challenges we encounter 

each day throughout all our years.  Scouting, 

especially youthful days I spent at Camp 

Horseshoe, greatly impacted my life from those 

early days of my youth and continued 

throughout my later years.  I have thought of the 

many things over the years that have endeared 

me to camp…they return to my mind time and 

again as flashbacks.   

 FLASHBACK - 65 years ago (a turning 

point for my love of camp and Scouting) my 

nurturing parents sent me away for 6 weeks at 

Camp Horseshoe a month after I  joined Devon 

Troop 50! It was a traumatic event – never away 

from home before- providing the ingredients for 

a good case of homesickness…I survived and 

returned and returned! Thanks are given to 

George Cole Camp Ranger, Frank Beam and 

Lou Lester and many others who showed me 

‗the way‘ that first summer and many to come!   

 FLASHBACK  - It was fun and 

adventure those years as a camper:  the Turtle 

Derby; the days of ‗staking a claim‘ in the 

Octoraro Gold Rush, panning for gold…then 

turning the nuggets for ‗cash‘ at the Boom 

Town; Retreat – trying to figure my left foot 

from my right; evenings at Kindness Center to 

see the 1942 Octoraro Creek flood slide show or 

the cowboy and Indian movies with sub-titles; 

the Message to Garcia  games on Flag Pole Hill 

and going up against the ‗rough and tumble 

guys‘-  the McCabes, Reds Russell or Mulvaney 

to get the message through! Being elected to the 

Order of the Arrow and taking the Ordeal; being 

in a ‗sweat tent‘, sleeping with just a blanket, 

and, trying to light a fire with two matches to 

cook that meager egg! Recall the ―Topsy Turvy 

Day‖ when elections were held and the Staff 

turned over the Camp to elected campers.  

  

 
 

 FLASHBACK – It was a meaningful 

time, too. Retreat to honor the flag and our 

country; the cannon firing on Flag Pole Hill as 

the colors were brought down; opening night 

campfire with words – ―O you who have been 

imprisoned in the great buildings, breathing the 

dead air…Horseshoe will teach you to be 

true…I, the Spirit of the Horseshoe …has 

spoken!‖; the Saturday night campfire as the 

―Law‖ entered ―HO! Chief! (How)...a Scout is 

Trustworthy‖ and then to see the legend of 

Colena or another legend played out by OA 

members;  the dignitaries that came to Camp on 

Owen J. Roberts‘ Day, including Justice 

Roberts, John H. Ware, 3
rd

, and other Council  
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Board members, as well as Ike Whyte (my 

Scoutmaster and staff member in the late 20‘s); 

then as night came and ―Taps‖ was sounded, to 

lie in your bunk and hear the ―Lord‘s Prayer‖ or 

―Ave Maria‖ or other inspirational songs sung 

over the PA system.  Then ,as one slowly drifted 

off to sleep, the sounds of tree toads, that of an 

owl or a whip-o-will brought you closer to 

nature and the fact that you were at camp. 

 FLASHBACK  -further along were days 

on the staff at the pool with Herb Ellson; 

another, sharing the new Trading Post with Ron 

Sykes. Memories of singing (shouting) Stockade 

songs in the mess hall- fun songs, serious songs 

– and, yes, even some we still sing today; 

memories of the staff – a young Ernie Heegard, 

Bob and Bill Lenker and their dad, Forrest, 

Andy Wilson, Jim Lockhart, Roy Alford, 

Roland Smith, Charlie Swope, Casey Jones and 

so many others who had an influence then and as 

they do now. 

 FLASHBACK - The later years… 

coming back to camp as Scout Master of Devon 

50 with my son; and, later years with my 

grandson. Combined with these is the special 

feel of camp – the fields and forests-  that tempt 

one‘s senses;  driving along the Octoraro Creek 

over the old camp road at night with nothing but 

the reflection of the creek to follow; the days of 

Wood Badge at Camp John H. Ware, 3rd and 

―Back to Gilwell‖; Working with leaders like 

Hab Butler, Steve Baldwin, Herb Wittmaier, 

Neil Chippendale and so many others; all these 

things and more… the many events that formed 

my devotion to the Horseshoe Scout 

Reservation…many experiences…all good! 

Both Horseshoe and Ware have served as my 

―home away from home‖ for these so many 

years.   

 FLASHBACK - Of my many 

experiences, one, when I was on the staff, 

happened in 1948…it was a significant one in 

my life. It was a Camp Staff adventure that set 

friendships and served in developing my love for 

adventure and travel in the southwestern part of 

our country over the years. 

 1948 was my third year on the 

Horseshoe Staff.  The story centers around 

Camp Director Frank Beam, his son, Bill, (on 

the Horseshoe Staff the year before and now on 

1948 Philmont Scout Ranch camp Staff), Andy 

Wilson (a fellow Devon 50 Scout), and Jim 

―Indian‖ Lockhart (Pioneering Director from 

Pughtown and owner of a Model ―T‖ Ford with 

a rumble seat pictured below) and myself.  

 Working on the Horseshoe Staff, Andy, 

Jim and I concocted a great idea…to travel to 

New Mexico‘s Philmont Ranch and pick up our 

 

 
 Indian Jim Lockhart ’48 Pioneering Director 

 

prior year‘s Horseshoe Staff friend, Bill Beam, 

and bring him and his gear home. Well, we spent 

many moments between our Staff assignments, 

making detailed plans as to how we could pack 

lightly (stuffing gear in the well of the rumble 

seat), drive 3000+ miles cross country and back 

again with four of us sharing the very tight 

space. Even so, we were excited by the 

prospects of a great adventure! 

 Well, towards the end of camp, Mr. 

Beam, Camp Director, knowing of our plans 

became more concerned about our plans and 

seriously thinking about the trip – especially 

how we were to handle three people in a car that 

would hold about that many using the open air 

rumble seat, let alone returning with an added 

passenger! Cooler logical thinking prevailed as 

our camp season wound down and the time to 

make final plans arrived.  Decision time! 

 Mr. Beam made an important decision. 

He would take his Plymouth sedan…and, would 

take us along, sharing the driving duties Then, 

we would pick up his son, Bill…and, return. It 

seemed like a great plan to all of us…and so it 

was that we left as camp closed. 

 

 
Camp Director Frank Beam across the Mississippi River 
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 ’48 Andy Wilson and Jim Lockhart out West 

  

 The experience was great. We applied 

our Scouting skills, camping under the stars 

(except one night tenting in rain outside 

Wheeling, WV), cooking our meals along the 

way, seeing parts of the country  we had only 

read about in books…visiting major parks along 

the way as we got to Colorado. Then, spending 

time at Philmont Scout Ranch where we picked 

up Bill. There, we visited with former Council 

Field Director JB Chesnutt (the man who passed 

me on my Tenderfoot requirements). We, then, 

travelled on to the Grand Canyon, Petrified 

Forest, Painted Desert and the Carlsbad Caverns 

(this, of course, was after WW II when  there 

were no super highways like today or traffic of 

the current day).  Yes…there were even dirt 

roads then! We travelled home, with only a 

minor problem – a flat tire the last day of our 

trip- some 6000 miles cross country and home. 

What an experience of a lifetime brought about 

by our Staff training and experiences at Camp 

Horseshoe! 

 (In fact, that HSR Staff trip in ‘48 

served as the pattern for my Devon 50 trip west 

in ‘77 and my honeymoon trip 25 years ago with 

Ellie.) 

 There are many other FLASHBACKS – 

the Polish Jamboree and Irish 2000 encampment 

– that are recalled – our leaders, Bill Hess and so 

many volunteers! Indeed, people make the 

difference – just as Ernie and those before him 

set the pace for the future at camp, so is Mike 

Berkeihiser doing so as well as many others in 

this time! 

  It has been a privilege over the years to 

say that the Horseshoe Reservation experience 

has been a wonderful journey and it continues! 

 - JB 

PS -  Thanks to the HSRAA for honoring 

Ernie Heegard and myself with our special 

day! Thanks,  too, to Bob Matje, Stu Watson 

and our loyal HSRAA  Executive Committee! 

 
MOMENTS OF HSRAA 

 
“Casey” Jones (L) and HSRAA tour of Ware 

 

 
Fred Gates, Jim Gawthrop, Hab Butler re-unite 

 

 
Ware past Directors; Mellinger, Christenson, Montich 

 
OFFICERS OF HSRAA  
(Term ending September 2008) 
Chairman…………………Mark Hammond 

Vice Chairman.………......Richard T. Bensing  

Secretary……….…………Donald Tyson 

Treasurer……….…………Eric R. Lorgus 

LOOP Staff: JB Rettew, Chief Proof Reader 

Ellie Rettew - Web address: www.hsraa.org 
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Member Page 


