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10TH REUNION HERE… 
SALUTES “ERNIE HEEGARD “ 

On Saturday, July 18, 2009, the Tenth 

Annual Reunion of the HSRAA begins at 1PM 

and goes to 8PM. It will be a special salute to 

Ernie Heegard by his fellow Scouters and 

Friends. The cost is $10 (kids 8 and under are 

free) for a great BBQ meal and entertainment!  

 ―Ernie Heegard Day‖ takes place at the 

Goodman Pavilion at Camp Horseshoe.  We will 

get together for this fun affair with campers and 

staff members of Camp Horseshoe and Camp 

John H. Ware 3
rd

 from past   generations. You 

can expect the place will be jumping and there 

will even be those from every decade who come 

back to re-connect with Ernie, their camp friends 

and fellow staff members.  

 

 
Bob Matje, Reunion Chairman, has 

promised a great time for all. Special HSRAA 

reunion T-Shirts will be available. There will be 

song and food – great ―pig roast‖ for attendees – 

opportunities to tour both Horseshoe and Ware 

camps, trade patches, view memorabilia of the 

―olden‖ days, videos, slides, etc. and have great 

time! (PS – Bring your old photos for scanning 

for the HSRAA Virtual Museum.) 

Sign up when you get your invitation or 

go on our website: www.hsraa.org. for 

registration information. PLEASE JOIN US!! 

 
LODGE 22 CHIEF CHRIS PALMER INDUCTED AS A 
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE ON COUNCIL’S BOARD BY 
PRES.IDENT BLAKE PRICHARD 

 
OCTORARO LODGE 22 SERVES 
UP ANOTHER GREAT BANQUET! 
 The Kimberton Fire Hall was again the 

location where Lodge 22 Brothers gathered to 

celebrate their Brotherhood of Cheerful Service 

and to honor fellow members for their service to 

the Lodge and scouting. 

 Two Lodge Brothers were honored with 

the Founders‘ Award at the March 14 Banquet. 

The award   memorializes the dedication of our 

Order‘s founders, E. Urner Goodman and 

Carroll Edson. It is presented to Arrowmen who 

serve the Order over and above their immediate 

duties. Congratulations go to Sean Bealor 

(youth) and to Tom Murphy (adult)! 

 The Vigil Honor call-out was another 

highlight as the following youth members were 

called out in the solemn ceremony: David 

McConaghy, Christopher Palmer, Jake Segal, 

Matthew Heckert, Clayton Wilson and Daniel  

Coll. Adult Lodge members called out were: 

Christopher Sifford, Mark Dulik, Thomas Rapp,  
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Steve Curtis, Paul Bowling and Thomas 

Bowling. 

 All members of the Brotherhood joined 

hands as the Lodge song closed the Banquet 

ceremonies. 

 On February 27 at the Annual Council 

Board Meeting, Lodge 22 Chief Christopher 

Palmer reported on the Lodge happenings: the 

renovation of the OA Lodge Building will be 

completed by April 1; the Lodge will host a 

Section Conclave at Camp Horseshoe (This 

will be the first conclave in our new Section, 

NE-6B) June 12 - 14; and, achieved Quality 

Lodge status. 

   
THE HORSESHOE RESERVATION 
REPORTS ON SUMMER CAMP… 

 
1940’S POOL WELL-USED BY CAMPERS 

 

“Berk” Reports On Camp Horseshoe 

…Today…  

Camp Horseshoe, under the 

continuing top notch leadership of Mike 

Berkeihiser and his seasoned staff open the 

Camp Horseshoe‘s 82nd season. Plenty of 

fun is planned for the campers and much 

more is in store for the summer along with 

great advancement opportunities  

This is Berk‘s 12
th

 year as Director – 

his journey as Director began in 1998!  He 

reports: ―we are looking forward to another 

great summer at Camp Horseshoe with 

many of the Staff returning to give good 

leadership and a fun time for all!   

Focal point this summer will be 

leadership programs for new Scouts as well 

as those special activities of interest to older 

Scouts. 

 

 
REFURBISHING HEISTAND POOL FOR 2009 

Campers can look forward cooling 

off to the Heistand Pool on those hot and 

humid camping days this summer! 

Noteworthy is the fact that Horseshoe‘s 

Heistand Pool has undergone a major 

renovation costing about $100,000. Thanks 

to a generous gift, work was completed this 

spring. 

 

 
CAMP DIRECTOR MERIDITH BARRETT, BILL HESS 

 

John H. Ware 3
rd

 Camp Director 

Meridith Barrett Reports “Renaissance” 

for Cub Camp…Today… 
This is Meridith Barrett‘s second year as 

Camp Director of John H. Ware 3
rd

. She reports:  

 This year‘s Cub Scout theme at Camp 

Ware visits the Renaissance. The land of Jubilee 

has a problem: Good King Brian is getting older 

and would like to step down from the throne but 

who should succeed him? Each of his 

sons/daughters is worthy.  How to decide?  A 

series of tournaments/jousts and Quests shall be 

held to choose his successor. The winner will be 

celebrated with a great feast for the inhabitants 

and their families.  The Disabled Scouting 

Camporee will kick off this year‘s season. This 

will be followed by Scout camping and Scout 

Venturing camping programs. 
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CHAIRMAN HAMMOND TALKS 
OF HSRAA ADVANCES… 
 
Dear HSRAA Member and Friends, 

 This year is to be a year of milestones 

for the HSRAA.  The launch of our Virtual 

Museum is one of the Association‘s most 

significant milestones.  Another is the milestone 

of our 10
th
 Anniversary and Reunion.  It‘s been 

ten years since the associations founding, and in 

honor of this even, we will fete the Association‘s 

first, and only, Honorary Chairman, G. Ernest 

―Ernie‖ Heegard.   

 Many of you remember who camped in 

the 1960‘s, ‗70‘s or ‗80‘s remember Ernie as the 

camp‘s longtime camp director.  Others may 

remember him as the Lodge Advisor of Octoraro 

22.  And a few of you may remember him 

washing your dishes during his 4-week stint as a 

CIT dishwasher back in the 1950‘s.   

 I had the privilege of working at camp 

for Ernie during his last five years as camp 

director.  He is a leader and teacher, and many 

of the lessons I learned from him about 

leadership and character helped form the basis 

for my later accomplishments.  Whether you 

attended camp or worked on staff, I hope that 

you have fond memories of Ernie—leading a 

song, teaching a skill, or simply leading. 

 The Reunion, on July 18
th
, seems far 

away but it is approaching fast.  WE NEED 

YOUR HELP.  We want to make this 

Reunion special—not only are we asking you to 

pencil it in your calendar now—but we are 

hoping that you will help us boost attendance.  If 

you know someone who would be interested in 

attending, especially if they worked or camped 

with Ernie, please let them know about this 

event.  In addition, if you have contact 

information for anyone who we should be 

inviting, please forward it to our attention. 

 The HSRAA has had a great ten years. 

We hope the next ten are even better.  We‘ve 

done substantial projects at both camps; we‘ve 

helped preserve and promote the spirit and 

heritage of the Reservation; and, with our 

reunions and newsletters, we‘ve helped to 

promote brotherhood amongst the camps‘ 

alumni.  Please join us on July 18
th
 when we 

honor one of the reservations‘ greatest 

benefactors, Ernie Heegard.  

 

 IN THE “SPIRIT”, Mark Hammond 

NEWS OF HSRAA PROJECTS 

UNDER DISCUSSION FOR 2009 

 
HSRAA PROJECT PLANNING WITH BENSING, 
DIVIRGILIO, BRADLEY AND HAMMOND 

 

Thanks to Dick Bensing, Projects 

Manager for the HSRAA, the HSRAA has taken 

on a project of starting a tree nursery at Camp 

Horseshoe to fill the future needs of the 

Reservation to replace and develop new trees to 

help the environment. The final touches on the 

Tree Nursery at Camp Horseshoe have been 

completed. 

 We‘re currently pricing two other 

projects for possible consideration in 2009. 

 RESERVATION SIGNAGE PACKAGE 

            HSRAA has received a complete 

needs inventory for Camp signs from Ray 

Hayden. We are looking at a sandblasted 

raised letter prototype in redwood similar in 

format and color to the entrance gate signs. 

We have received a Scout friendly cost 

From Signs by Tomorrow in Frazer. 

HSRAA personnel will handle the painting 

and installation. 

 TRASH YARD RENOVATION 

             HSRAA also has a design that is out 

for pricing for block and concrete and for 

excavation. The trash yard project includes 

the removal of the existing pad and 

structure. The pad and a block retaining wall 

will be lowered 3‘ to the level of the 

driveway asphalt. A pad and 8‖ block 

retaining wall will be built to accommodate 

3 dumpsters. 10x10 treated posts will be 

installed as gate posts and protective ballads. 

A pasture scissor gates will be installed with 

vertical cedar facing. 
 Announcement of final projects is to 

come in the near future. 
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“VM” - HSRAA’S VIRTUAL 
MUSEUM NEWS:  

 HSRAA‘s Virtual Museum‖ is a reality 

on a computer near you! 

 Congratulations to Dave ―Woody‖ 

Woodward and Andy Coe for all their hard work 

HSRAA‘s Virtual Museum. They recently were 

honored with the Council‘s President‘s Award 

for their work at the Council‘s Annual 

Recognition Dinner on February 27.  Out-going 

Council President Blake Prichard made the 

presentation calling it a significant contribution 

to the Council and a benefit for Scouting‘s 100
th
 

Celebration. 

 

 
  ANDY COE AND DAVE WOODWARD WITH AWARDS 

 

  The Virtual Museum (VM) has been up 

on our HSRAA website for a few months and 

already has over 2700 artifacts.  While this 

initially sounds like a lot, it is only the tip of the 

iceberg.  There are many events, areas and time 

periods that are under-represented or totally 

missing.  Woody and Andy ask our HSRAA 

members and former campers to dig into their 

closets, attics and memories to help build the 

VM content.  All artifacts are identified by a 

caption and where possible a date.  In some 

cases, the accuracy of the information is 

questionable.  Everyone is encouraged to bring 

any corrections needed or fill in any missing 

details by using the Contribute Info link by the 

artifact caption. Or, please contact JB Rettew or 

Woody or Andy.  

  As time progresses and more content is 

added, a few new rooms were created, exhibits 

divided and even a new ―museum‖ floor was 

added.  The home page was made less 

confusing.  We reduced the home page into a 

simpler Welcome and added a lobby on the first 

floor.  The lobby is home to the ‗Navigational 

Aid’, ‘What’s New’, ‘What is it?’ and ‗Most 

Wanted’ features. 

 We have identified the following areas 

as „Most Wanted‟… YOUR HELP IS 

NEEDED! 

1.      Ware, Ware, Ware - Anything relating to 

Camp Ware, Jubilee and Explorer Base. This 

includes Special Camporees and Science 

Camps - two integral parts of the Camp John H. 

Ware 3rd summer program since the ‗90s, yet 

we have only a few artifacts thus far. Photos and 

memorabilia (or even video) would be great 

additions to the VM exhibits!  

2.      Robert's Day - In the 1940's and 1950's a 

Saturday was designated Robert's Day. This was 

to honor Justice Owen J. Roberts, prominent 

Jurist and Council Board member. This special 

event featured facility dedications such for 

McIlvaine Lodge, Morrison Health Lodge and 

more. We need pictures! 

3.     Missing:  The 1950's and 1960's - While 

we are constantly in search for treasures from all 

periods at Horseshoe, the VM is lacking in 

artifacts from these two decades. We hope that 

―packrats‖ who camped or worked at HSR 

during this period can dig up some memories.  

4.      Campwide Games and Activities - The 

VM only has a handful of artifacts of campwide 

games and activities. Remember Diving Della 

and Herman the Flea? What about Beat the 

Clock in the seventies and eighties with Pink 

Floyd's Time booming on the PA system for an 

hour? We are looking for artifacts from all 

games and time periods.  

5.      Campsites - Much of camp life centers on 

the campsite. We need pictures, video and 

memories of the campsites at both Camp 

Horseshoe and Camp Ware (Explorer Base/ 

Jubilee).  

6.      Outpost Camps - Outpost camping was a 

big part of camp especially in the early days. 

Camp Ben Thomas, Gray Horse, New Farm and 

other outpost sites are pretty much memories 

today but unfortunately memories that are 

quickly fading. Help preserve this piece of 

history by submitting any pictures and stories of 

these overnight destinations.  

7.      Royal Order of Siam - Those of us who 

worked or camped at Horseshoe during the 

1970's will remember Ken Yeager and Malvern 

Troop 7's infamous Troop Night activity 

featuring membership into the Royal Order of 

Siam and the awesome feast that followed.  
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8.      Troop Photos - Many troops memorialize 

their experience at camp with an official troop 

photo. We'd love to display your troop's photos 

from years past on the Virtual Museum site. We 

have only a few dozen, yet - by our calculations 

- there should be over 1000 that were taken since 

they became standard in 1978.  

9.  Order of the Arrow Conclaves - Octoraro 

Lodge #22 hosts a conclave on average every 6 

years at Camp Horseshoe, and the VM has just a 

smattering of the endless photos that must have 

been taken during those events. These are great 

events that capture the pageantry of Native-

American dance, camping at its best, and all 

around great food, fun and fellowship.  

10.  Historical Documents and Newspaper 

Articles - Do you have an old contract that you 

signed to work at Horseshoe or Ware? Any old 

Camp Echos, Trail Blazers from early days? 

What about press clippings of an article about 

hiking or biking to camp from Devon (We know 

one exists but we don't have it)? Please send us 

publications or copies that delve into the 

historical record or show the good face of HSR 

to the outside world. 

 To submit artifacts or contribute 

information, you must be registered with the 

HSRAA.  Registering is simple and just involves 

giving us your name, mailing address and email 

address.  If you have any trouble registering, you 

can email us at user_admin@hsraa.org.  Once 

registered, you can set up a logon id you can 

start submitting artifacts and comments.  

 If you have ideas or suggestions 

regarding the VM content, presentation or 

anything else for that matter, please let us know 

by contacting us at curator@hsraa.org.   

 

 

 
ERNIE IN 1988 – GETTING BENCHES READY FOR THE 
OPENING OF CAMP AND THE NEW FIRE CIRCLE 

 

“ERNIE SAYS” – THE SAGA GOES ON: 

Ernie Heegard, Camp 
Director Emeritus In this issue– 
talks of the Staff Week as… 
 “A WEEK TO REMEMBER” 

 Opening summer camp or ―staff week‖ 

as it is commonly called, is a developmental 

experience as well as a physically demanding 

job. For those who have not experienced it, one 

can not imagine what these two words really 

encompass. After an individual accepts a 

position on the camp staff, the months seem to 

quickly tick by and June is here before you 

really know it.  The anticipation begins to build 

for the first time staffer. The emotions flash 

from anticipation to excitement to sometimes 

bewilderment.  ―What do I pack, what shall I 

expect, who shall I meet, and will I measure 

up?‖  On the other hand, what an experience lies 

ahead. ―WOW, I‘M PART OF THE STAFF AT 

HORSESHOE!‖  The younger 15 year old 

Scouts will spend 4 weeks on the staff learning 

and working with counselors, preparing 

themselves for future positions on the Horseshoe 

Reservation staff. The older staffers will spend 8 

weeks at camp and they will know what to 

expect.  It will be a week of great fun, 

tremendous camaraderie, many training 

sessions, and lots of hard work.   

 Staff week begins Friday afternoon for 

the key members of the camp staff: the directors 

and the lead counselors in each department of 

camp.  They will use their time to ready their 

personal quarters and work out schedules for the 

following week. They must keep foremost in 

their minds that 8 days later Scouts and leaders 

will arrive expecting the camp and its staff to 

look sharp and be ready for action! Saturday 

morning brings the arrival of the remaining 

members of the camp staff.   

 The hardest work will be taking back the 

camp from Mother Nature…i.e.: cutting grass, 

clearing dead trees, cleaning buildings, and 

setting up Scout instruction areas. All of this 

interspersed with training sections on teaching 

classes, getting certified in CPR, completing 

first aid requirements,  handling Scouts with 

special needs , etc., etc. 

 While the hours are long, there are times 

for fun i.e.: practice run-throughs on the COPE 

course, dips in the pool, or just hanging out with 

your friends while planning new skits for the 

campfires. 

mailto:user_admin@hsraa.org
mailto:curator@hsraa.org
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 With all the help from the Order of 

Arrow on their two work week-ends in April and 

June where they will set up tents and beds, clean 

parts of camp, remove dead trees, paint the pool, 

and much, much more, the staff has a head start 

on setting up camp.   This year our Order of 

the Arrow, Lodge 22, is hosting their Conclave 

at Camp Horseshoe on the 2
nd

 week-end in June.  

The Conclave is yearly hosted by all the lodges 

in a section and returns to Horseshoe every 7 or 

8 years. This means that the camp facilities will 

be in even better shape prior to staff week.  

 

1992 HORSESHOE STAFF RESTS AT 
WHITE HOUSE 
 

 Usually about Wednesday lunch, the 

program director announces that things are 

looking really good and we are on schedule, but 

by Friday breakfast, there always seems to be a 

long list of things yet undone. By that evening, 

somehow, the list has been completed and a full 

dress rehearsal of the retreat ceremony is under-

way. The canon fires, the bugle sounds ‗to the 

colors‘, the flag is folded, and the staff 

assembles for a rousing cheer.  STAFF WEEK 

HAS ENDED!!!! Camp, staff, and programs are 

ready!  Your directors are proud of what you 

have accomplished. Now it is home for a day 

off! We come back to camp at noon on Sunday!  

It is finally SHOW-TIME! 

 As a past camp director, I look back 

fondly on staff weeks!  Each year it seems as if 

there were more and more things to cram into 

the already full week and each year the staff 

would rise to the occasion. The spirit, 

enthusiasm, and dedication passed down from 

experienced staff to the new young staffers 

always carried the day. It was a joy to see the 

daily growth in these young men throughout 

staff week and the remaining weeks of camp.  

THE SPIRIT OF THE HORSESHOE LIVES 

ON!  

 
        HATS OF TO THE 2005 WARE STAFF 

 
BORN AWAY BY TIME…AND 

YET AMONG US ALL THE MORE. 
  

 Sadly, we report on the passing of two 

long-time members of the HSRAA earlier this 

year – James H. Gawthrop, Jr. and William W. 

Robertson – both of whom were friends to many 

of us and made an impact on many, many Scouts 

and Scouters in their respective troops #53 and 

#44 plus many other areas of the Council. 

 
JIM GAWTHROP  (c) WITH LODGE’S WARREN GRAY            

(L)AND  VISITING DIGNATARY (R) TO LODGE 22’S 50
TH 

  

 Jim Gawthrop, was a long time Scout 

and Scouter from the Kennett Square area when 

he joined Troop 57 in 1940. As a youth, he 

attended Camp Horseshoe that first year when 

Thomas J. Price was the presiding Council 

Executive; subsequently, Jim, attained the Life 

Scout rank. He was a Charter member of the 

HSRAA in 2000. 

 He devoted 50 some years as a key 

member  of Octoraro Lodge 22‘s Executive 

Committee.  He served in 1961 – 1963 as Acting 

Lodge Advisor and then as Deputy Lodge 

Advisor. He served as a Scoutmaster for 35 
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years.  He attended and served as a leader for 

five National Boy Scout Jamborees.  

 In 1960, Jim was awarded the Silver 

Beaver award for his exceptional service to 

youth. A Vigil Honor member, he received the 

Founders‘ Award by the Lodge in 1988. A 

contribution to the Council‘s Heritage 

Endowment Fund in 1998 was made in his 

honor, the James E. West Fellowship. 

 Jim passed away in January 2009 at the 

Garden Spot Village Home. Many Scouting 

friends were there to pay him homage. 

 

 
 Bill Robertson in 2007 picture 

 

 It was just at the Alumni Reunion in 

2007 that the HSRAA honored Bill Robertson 

with his special day ―Bill Robertson Day‖ at 

Camp Jubilee. 

  Over his lifetime, Eagle Scout "Bill"  

Robertson  made a special mark on hundreds of  

young people in his Troop 44, Octoraro Lodge 

22, the Vigil Honor and Scouts and Scouters in 

his years at Camp Jubilee/Ware and the 

HSRAA. 

 His first year at Camp Jubilee (now John 

H. Ware III) was 40 years ago and ever since 

then he was there for a total of 33 seasons. 

 His major accomplishments while a 

Scouter included: 18 standard troop awards in a 

row while Scoutmaster, Wood Badge, Po l i s h 

Jamboree staff, Troop Leader Development staff 

and Scoutmaster for three years. His service to 

Octoraro Lodge 22 was outstanding with 57 

O.A. service weekends attended and elected to 

the Vigil Honor. He was also recipient of the 

Council‘s highest award to a volunteer – the 

Silver Beaver.  

 A LOOP article in 2007 comments that 

one of Bill‘s proudest moments was seeing  his 

son Bruce, Eagle Scout, taking on the Troop 44 

leadership roll   he had held. Also, he took great 

pride in his grandson Ryan, also an Eagle Scout.  

  
“What we have 

Done for ourselves 

Dies with us; 

What we have 

Done for others 

Remains, and is 

Immortal.” 

- Dedication, Truckee, CA 

+   +   + 
COUNCIL BANQUET   HONORS 
AND RECOGNIZES FOUR NEW 
SILVER BEAVER SCOUTERS 
 Capping a night of recognizing 

Scouters‘ service, National Scouting‘s highest 

recognition for service to youth on the Council 

level,   the Silver Beaver award was presented. 

Honored were:  

David A. Anders (HSRAA member) 

James A. Jordan, Sr. 

R. Keith Simonetti 

John W. Whiteside (HSRAA member) 

  Congratulations to our new 

Silver Beaver recipients and the 186 Scouts who 

earned Eagle Scout rank in 2008! 

 Russell Neubauer, HSRAA member, 

incoming Council President, also provided 

remarks on action items for the Council‘s future. 

 
 

OFFICERS OF HSRAA 
(Term ending September 2009) 

Chairman…………………...Mark Hammond 

Vice Chairman.…..……...Richard T. Bensing 

Secretary……….……………..Donald Tyson 
Treasurer……….……………Eric R. Lorgus 

LOOP EDITORS: JB Rettew, Ellie Rettew 
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A CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION! 
 OUR COUNCIL IS 90 YEARS OLD THIS 

YEAR AND STILL CELEBRATING…WE ARE A 

COUNCIL ON THE MOVE – 
A CENTENNIAL QUALITY COUNCIL –  

AND WHAT A WAY TO CELEBRATE OUR 

COUNCIL’S 90
TH

 BIRTHDAY-  

AND THE KICK-OFF OF SCOUTING’S 100
TH

 
ANNIVERSARY! 

NOW…2009, we celebrate: 

 Growth in Boy Scouts and Venturing 
programs and Traditional membership; 

we have12 new units organized during 
the past year. 

 Quality73% of our units are Quality 

Units (National standard is 65%); 

 Retention - 77.7% of traditional Scouts 
are retained in traditional programs - the 
highest in Area  Six. (National average 
is 68.5%); 

 Growth in all Scoutreach programs; 

 Unit Re-charter - 97% of our traditional 
units renewed their charters last year! 

 Advancement - 99% of Cub Scouts 
advanced at least one rank (National 
standard is 60%); 59% of Boy Scouts 
advanced at least one rank (National 
standard is 58%)   Flight to Eagle – we 
had 186 Eagles Scouts, last year, along 
with one Venturing Gold and one 
Venturing Silver Award.  

 Council Camps – major capital 
campaigns resulted in new facilities, 
upgraded infrastructure and programs, 
including Science/Energy Camp and 
C.O.P.E. Venturing, to meet challenging 
opportunities for our youth from Cub 
Scout age to Venturing age.  

 We, in the HSRAA, congratulate all!  

We can take great satisfaction in the role we 

play in these successes as they relate directly on 

our camping programs and facilities 

 

THE SCOUTING CENTENNIAL 

 

We are now in the 100
th
 year of 

Scouting in America and on the brink of many 

fun celebrations for all Scouts, Leaders and our 

communities!  

Beginning this year, plans are being 

developed in Chester County Council along with 

those of National Scouting to celebrate 

Scouting‘s 100
th
 Anniversary. The event will 

culminate with major celebrations in 2010. 

Craig Hadden is Chairman, is 

developing plans and implementing key 

programs reaching every Scout unit, family and 

every community in our Council in the two-year 

long celebration.  It is expected that HSRAA 

will play a role in this venture. 

A ―Century of Values‖ tour started 

on February 8, 2009 and will continue 

through February 8, 2010.  There are 

fourteen road teams of dedicated Scouters 

who will be traveling throughout the United 

States of America. Their mission is to visit 

every Boy Scout Council in the United 

States (including Chester County).  

 The teams will be celebrating 

Scouting‘s 100th anniversary by thanking  

local Councils for their professional service 

to the youth of their communities. Every 

Council  will be presented with a special 

framed Centennial portrait. This year-long 

road journey will cover 45,000 miles while 

making over 350 scheduled stops. This is a 

way of thanking the Scout leaders of 

yesterday, today and tomorrow. 

On May 14, 2009, a contingent 

representing the ―Century of Values‖ tour will 

be in West Chester at a location to be 

announced. They are a ―cheer leading‖ advance 

group helping us kick off the 100
th
. Special 

presentations are to be made. Check your Trail 

Blazer E-letter for further information. 

 

“JB” HIGHLIGHTS COUNCIL’S 90 

YEAR HISTORY OF SERVICE… 
 THEN…1919, the formative years 
in Chester County and Today: 

 Since the Council was first chartered in 

1919, great Scouting has been nurtured and 

grown to our present day preeminence.  In fact, 

our Scouting roots began sprouting in 1911; a 

year after Scouting came to America. Today, 

many of those early Scout Troops are still here 

setting the pace – like Paoli #1, Malvern #7 and 

West Chester #6 – who are among those who 

were among the 374 Scouts and 19 Scout Troops 

to set the pace as the Council as it formed in 

1919 and helped serve as the basis for our being 
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one of the top Councils in America today! 

Today we have 14,000 boys and girls in 204 

Troops, Packs, Venturing Crews and in 8 

Learning for Life Scouting programs. 

 

COL. CLIFTON LISLE, FIRST COUNCIL COMMISSIONER 
AND FIRST SILVER BEAVER WITH G. ROTHROCK 

Did you know that our first Eagle Scout was F. 

Wayne Reed, Paoli Troop 1, in 1917 before our 

Council was chartered? Today we are 

approaching a total of 5,000 Eagle Scouts since 

then! We had 186 Eagles in 2008! 

 Did you know that the National Scout 

Council certified our first Scoutmaster, Henry B. 

Coleman, Troop 1 West Chester, on December 

10, 1910?  He was one of just a handful of men 

so commissioned for this position in the United 

States.  Troop1 later became Troop 6. Today, we 

have over 3,200 active leaders who are 

volunteering their time and talents to help 

Scouts. 

 Did you know that Arthur A. Schuck 

was our first Scout Executive? And, later, after 

he had set us on our course, he became the 

National BSA‘s Chief Scout Executive? He was 

honored by being presented with Scouting‘s top 

award – the Silver Buffalo – for service to 

Scouting. Today, we have a devoted 

professional Scout staff of 8, lead by Eric G. 

Magendantz providing training and leadership 

for Scouting in our four Districts and throughout 

our Council territory. 

 

CAMP LAFAYETTE AT ICEDALE 1919 

Did you know that before our Horseshoe Scout 

Reservation was founded in 1927, we had two 

earlier Scout camps for our boys?  Our first 

camp was Camp Lafayette, at Icedale Lake off 

Route 322 (Horseshoe Pike). Opened in the 

summer of 1919, we had 396 campers. Two 

years later, we acquired the use of Pennsylvania 

Forest land on Laurel Lake north of Carlisle, PA 

and built Camp Rothrock.  

  
CAMP ROTHROCK 1920’S 

 

 
CAMP HORSESHOE 1927 

 
 Then, we acquired the ―crown jewel‖ 

of our Council, Camp Horseshoe, and 

opened it in 1927. This was followed by the 

Explorer Base in 1956 later to be named 

Camp Jubilee and then Camp John H. Ware 3
rd

.  

Today there are more than 2,200 long term 

campers – Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and 

Venturers - in summertime with over 3,000 

campers during winter using our Reservation‘s 

great facilities. In 2010 the 100
th
 Anniversary is 

being celebrated at the National Scouting 

Jamboree at Ft. A. P. Hill in Virginia where we 

will be well represented by about 200 Scouts. 

Many of our Trained Leaders will be serving on 

the Jamboree Staff! 

 

 Not resting upon our laurels, Chester 

County Council, BSA will be marching into the 

future continuing to thrive and grow to meet the 

needs of our future youth…leaders for our 21
st
 

century…A CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION! 
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