
The  Horseshoe  Scout  Reservation  Alumni  Association  (HSRAA)  News
Issue No. 2 - Volume 1     July 2000

The purpose and mission of the Horseshoe Scout Reservation Alumni Association
"To preserve and promote the spirit and heritage of Horseshoe Scout Reservation and its camps 

(Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, III), to be a benefactor to the Reservation and to promote 
the brotherhood of Scouting among the alumni of the Reservation."

THE HSRAA REUNION JULY 8, 2000!
Bill ‘Biff’ Davis, Reunion Chairman, and his

committee welcome all to the First Reunion of the
HSRAA.

The Reunion is expected to be one of the year’s
highlights. Alumni/ae from every decade are
expected. With the experience of this year’s event,
planning is being made for the 2001 Reunion on a
corresponding date.

Schedule of the day’s events:

1:00pm: Registration and fellowship at the
Goodman Pavilion in Campcraft, adjacent 
to the Health Lodge and parking lot.

2:00pm —4:30pm: Escorted or self-guid-
ed tours of Camp Horseshoe and Camp 
John H. Ware, III (Jubilee) —originating 
from Goodman Pavilion area. Shuttle 
Service is available to Camp Ware.

4:30pm: Decade Reunions, photographs 
and fellowship - Camp Horseshoe 
Campcraft area.

5:45pm —Camp Horseshoe Retreat cere-
mony and OA Call - Out at Parade Ground.

6:00pm —Barbecue Dinner and Sing-Along. 

7:00pm —HSRAA Business Meeting and 
election of Officers for 2000-2001.

8:00pm - Closing
:

8:30pm - Ceremonial Campfire-
Achgeketum Circle (optional)

The Reunion is the first time the newly con-
structed Goodman Pavilion will have been offi-
cially used by the HSRAA.  A special vote of
thanks and appreciation go to the Goodman
Family for their generosity!
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Goodman Pavilion here as HSRAA alums Jon DeVirgilio,
Ellie Rettew and “Berk” Berkeihiser   check  it out.
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CHAIRMAN BOB MATJE COMMENTS -

Fellow Alumni:

It is with great pride that I report to you the
tremendous progress the Horseshoe Scout
Reservation Alumni Association has made over
the past several months.  Since our last newslet-
ter, the Association has held a membership drive
that increased our ranks to 147 members,
received over  $6,000 in dues and contributions,
and formalized our membership policies and
procedures.  We have also supported an impor-
tant survey by Harris Poll to quantify the effects
of camping at the Reservation, and supported an
initiative of Octoraro Lodge 22 in raising funds
for capital improvements.  

Plans are being carried out  now for our First
Annual Reunion being held at Camp Horseshoe
and Camp John H. Ware III on July 8, 2000 from
1:00 PM —8:00 PM.  We hope that you are plan-
ning to attend this new beginning event, and that
you will pass the information on to an Alumnus
that perhaps has not heard about the formation
of the Alumni Association, or the Reunion.
Already many camp legends are planning to
attend the reunion including G. Ernest Heegard,
our Honorary Chairman, F. Matthew Christenson
(who’s trying to fly in), and David Mellinger
among others.  At the Reunion we plan to hold
tours of both camps, hold our first official busi-
ness meeting of the general membership, and

unveil our first capital project which has been
approved for installation by the Council
Properties Committee thus paving the way for its
execution and successful completion.

The future of this organization continues to be
bright.  We have established ourselves as a defin-
itive operating committee within the framework
of the Council organization.  Our executive com-
mittee is meeting on a regular basis and is fully
supported by the Council Scout Executive Doug
Dillow and the Council Camping Committee
Chairman Bill Taylor.  At the Reunion we will be
voting on the ratification of our Rules of
Operation and electing our first officers.  With the
approval of the Rules of Operation and perma-
nent officers in place, we will be poised to fully
establish the Association for the new millennium.  

Our future plans include continuing our mem-
bership growth, a capital campaign to support
our capital project, the creation of scholarships
for Reservation staff members, the development
of a virtual museum on the web site, online pay-
ment of dues and donations, and of course con-
tinuing issues of  “The Octoraro Loop”.

In closing, I was chatting on the phone recent-
ly with Mr. Joseph Herbold, Chairman of the
Yawgoog Alumni Association, Narraganset
Council, Rhode Island, an organization that
thFCNB e HSRAA has patterned itself after.  Joe
told me that it was only after a full year of pro-
moting his Association that they were able to
achieve 150 members.  He sees the growth in our
organization as a tremendous credit to the strong
alumni/ae of our council, and proof that this
organization was long overdue in its formation.
Together we can continue to take the association
to new levels of success and excellence.  
I look forward to seeing all of you at the Reunion!

Yours in the Spirit, Bob Matje,
Chairman, HSRAA
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1929 Horseshoe Junior Staff. Pictured l. to r. first row:
Ray Watson , Ike Whyte, Jack Stine, ______Brown, Henry
Heitzelman, Sharpless Worrall, ______Amway; back row:
Bill Baldwin, _________, Bill Worrall, _____Amway,
_______Yerkes, Chandler Bernard, Dave Heilig.



WHERE ARE THEY TODAY? 
In this issue we found Matt Christenson in 

Boise, Idaho.  
You may best remember Matt as a camper at

Horseshoe in the mid 1960’s. Or, you might
remember him as that dynamic Lodge 22 Chief in
1972 and later Section Chief; or, you may recall
his Camp Jubilee days as Director in 1981-1982;
or, perhaps his staff days at Horseshoe in 1970’s.
His leadership was at all levels of the Council.
Matt earned his Eagle in Troop 113 in Berwyn and
later served as a leader in Troop 50 of Devon.  He
attended the World Jamboree in Japan in 1971 as
Patrol Leader of the Edsel Patrol and witnessed a
typhoon on Mt. Fuji. His infectious personality
and fine leadership qualities made all feel he was
their friend.

Where in the world is Matt now? Well, he’s
been around our country from Paoli, to New York
City to California, to Washington and has alighted
for a second time in Boise, Idaho.  Matt is Sales
Director for Inland Valley Potato “Where Every
Day Is Fry Day”, a Division of Lamb-Weston, Inc.
He travels the U.S. and vacations in remote points
of the world —Alaska fishing for salmon, skiing in
Colorado, or touring Ireland, Turkey, the Orient
or you name it!  A world traveler yet very tied into
the Horseshoe Scout Reservation and friends in
and out of Scouting with whom he regularly
keeps in close contact. 
A valued friend of all and a key Alumnus of the
HSRAA!

“ERNIE SAYS”
Ernie Heegard, Camp Director Emeritus, tire-

less worker for Horseshoe Scout Reservation, is
the Honorary Chairman of the HSRAA. His col-
umn is appearing regularly in “The Octoraro
Loop.” 

In this issue, Ernie says —
 “CAN WE CHANGE AND YET REMAIN THE
SAME?” This was a question on the minds of the
Staff and Scout leaders in 1927 as they prepared
to leave Chester County Council’s second Scout
camp, Camp Rothrock, in the southern mountains
of Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and open a brand new
camp along the Octoraro Creek in southern
Chester County. 

“Chief” Charles M. Heistand, Council
Executive at the time and founder of Horseshoe,
often brought up this theme as he and I chatted
on the front porch of the White House during his
many visits to the camp before his death.  The
same feelings were shared by Walter C. Burkey, a
charter member of Octoraro Lodge and staffer at
Rothrock...”would the spirit of Rothrock survive
and flourish at Horseshoe?”

Matt Christenson, 1981-1982 Director, pictured at Camp
Jubilee (now Camp Ware) prepping for campers.

Ernie, the leader, the teacher, the friend.

1976 - “Chief” Heistand  at Lodge 22’s Fiftieth Birthday.
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From those early years at camp to the present
day, there have been tremendous changes. How
many of you recall entering Horseshoe by way of
the old Horseshoe Road, further south on Route 1
beyond Red Pump Road?  Our turn off from Route
1 was marked by a large, black steel Horseshoe
sign made by Ken Sowden in his Paoli shop.  The
road then took you past the Mace Farm and down
the hill to the Octoraro where, if you were on a
bus, sharp turns would have to be carefully nego-
tiated or you’d be stuck! Horseshoe Road then
paralleled the Octoraro past the “iron bridge” and
a little old church, finally arriving at the Camp
Gate where the road narrowed. As the Camp Gate
came into view, the road was almost level with
the Creek.  Here, your progress was slowed not
only by the narrow passage but also by the grav-
el road and severe rutting caused by frequent
flooding from the creek.

Every Sunday during the summer camp
period the Horseshoe staff would have to deal
with road conditions and also the congestion it
created as the prior week’s campers departed and
new ones arrived! During changeover Sundays, a
one-way flag system was devised to permit and
organize in-and-out traffic flow.

Eagerly new and old Scouts, as they do
today, look for signs posted on trees displaying
the twelve points of the Scout Law anticipating the
approach of camp.  Early Scouts would also be on
the lookout for the painted mark on the rock indi-
cating the highest water level during the 1942
flood (covering the road with many feet of water)
at the side of the road just before reaching
Kindness Center.  

In those early days, the road turned left
before reaching Browning Lodge, and wound past
the White House, which was then Camp
Headquarters and the First Aid center.  A quick
turn to the right in front of the Allen Memorial
Dining Hall placed you in the parking lot which
doubled as the parade field.  The pine trees that
ringed the field were still short, having been plant-
ed by earlier Scouts and there was no flagpole on
the parade field.  Instead, an impressive large flag
could be seen as it fluttered in the breeze at the
peak of Flagpole Hill.

Yes, there are many differences between
Horseshoe today and the way things “used to be.”
The beautiful drive into camp along the pictur-
esque Octoraro was hard to leave, but necessary
as camp was isolated too many times by major
floods following that of 1942. Now, we enjoy an
equally beautiful entrance road through tall white
pines and hardwoods, and a road wide enough
for two-way traffic.  Also, today we can enjoy and
use the new Headquarters, Trading Post, Health
Lodge, parking lot and improved parade field.  In
addition, today we enjoy our latest improvements
which include electric and phone communications
systems; and, yes, even a high-level camera feed
to our Octoraro Lodge Internet site being passed
to the world through cyberspace!

But what has survived throughout the more
than 72 years is the Spirit of Rothrock which is
now the Spirit of Horseshoe. You can sense it as
you enter the camp gate and travel the road back
into camp.  That calm but slow excitement begins
to wash over you with all the wonderful memo-
ries of camp: Indians, campfires, swimming,
archery, tent mates, camp staff, patrol projects,
hard work, OA weekends, camp-wide games,
marching music, skits in the dining hall, paying
respects to our country’s flag at retreat, Sunday
Chapel service on Flag Pole Hill....you can add to
the list.

The Horseshoe Spirit is still there...that of a
Walter C. Burkey and a Chief Heistand.  It has
been carried forward by the many, many dedicat-
ed staff, leaders, Scouts and Arrowmen who have
kept that Spirit alive and growing.  Thanks to all
of you whose dedication and service has brought
about changes without losing the HORSESHOE
SPIRIT!

1940’s Parade Field with Scouts on review after Flag
Pole Hill Retreat ceremony.
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HORSESHOE RESERVATION TODAY

Mike “Berk” Berkeihiser, Camp Director at Camp
Horseshoe reports: “...year 2000 to be best ever.  We
set records in attendance in the last several years
because ...program and staff continue to grow and
improve. This year we are expecting as many if not
more campers than in 1999.  We ...attract troops
from as far away as Virginia, Delaware, Ohio, New
York and Connecticut. Our camp staff is second to
none and this year we have almost all of our
Department heads from last year returning. With the
tremendous volunteer support, the future of Camp
Horseshoe and Scouting in Chester County Council
is brighter than ever.” 

Camp John H. Ware, III will be on demand for
Webelos and Cub Scout Camping as well as tradi-
tional Boy Scout camping this summer under the
leadership of Marjie Prosock.  This year’s Cub Scout
camping theme is “Mountain Men” which will add
special meaning to the Cubs attending this summer.
A low level “COPE” course is being installed at
Ware this summer.  Also, Camp Ware staff will be
hosting 200 Irish Scouts, leaders and parents in
August.

Ware will also be the site of the Council’s NE-
IV-124 Wood Badge Boy Scout Leader Training
course being lead by Russ Neubauer, Council
Commissioner.

OCTORARO 22 CONTINUES STRONG, 
TRADITIONAL SERVICE TO CAMPS —EARNS  
“E. URNER GOODMAN” AWARD!

Octoraro Lodge 22, Order of the Arrow, has
been undergoing a “rebirth” with new strong
youth leadership and dedicated Lodge Advisors. 

For the fourth time in the recent years,
Octoraro Lodge 22 has been recognized national-
ly for meeting the challenging criteria for the E.
Urner Goodman award. No other OA Lodge in the
United States has won this award as many times.
Past Lodge Chief Clee Brun accepted this award at
The National Scout Meeting in Nashville in May in
behalf of the Lodge. 

Of further note, Clee Brun served as an escort
at the National Meeting when Paul H. Ware (Eagle
Scout, Oxford Troop 13) was presented with the
National recognition of the Silver Antelope. Paul
was recognized for his exceptional service which
included his presidency of the Pennsylvania
Dutch Area Council.

Clee Brun was also elected Chief of the new
Order of the Arrow Section being created this
year.

Meanwhile, at Lodge 22, springtime elections
saw Matthew Griffin chosen as the new Lodge
Chief.

The June OA service weekend saw over 240
Scouts and leaders devote hours of cheerful serv-
ice to help set up camp in preparation for the
thousands of youth expected this summer.

Jon DeVirgilio, Program Director, and Mike Berkeihiser,
Horseshoe Camp Director ready for the troops.

OA “Tap Out” team —1948. Camp Director Frank
Beam acknowledges OA ceremonial team. L. to r. J.
Anderson Wilson, John Rettew, Charles Swope,
Charles Miller, __________, John Gabel.
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HSRAA WEBSITE:   WWW.HSRAA.ORG
“It’s here!” Double click it! Take a look!  See the
HSRAA on the Web!
Andy Smith, Website Chairman, has created an out-
standing website and membership database system.
The site includes The Octoraro Loop newsletter,
Reunion information, registration, membership
data, etc.
Also, see the full text version of “The Spirit of the
Horseshoe”, the Council’s 75th Anniversary history,
including that of our camps, by JB Rettew, on this
site. 

PERSONALITIES OF THE MONTH - FOUR
FAMILY GENERATIONS CAMP AT HORSESHOE
—RICHARD “LINK” RICE

1928 was the year. Camper Richard L. Rice came to
the newly opened  “Horseshoe Farm” camp. “Link”,
as he became known, at the time was a member of 
Troop 27 of Willistown (later to be Troop 78). He
had joined in 1925 and has been a registered
Scouter ever since that time.

Link was the first of four generations of his 
family to camp at Horseshoe. He eventually held a
number of leadership responsibilities in Willistown
while also serving Troop 38 in Coatesville. He is a
Vigil Honor member of Lodge 22 and holder of the
Silver Beaver Award for his service to youth. His
tenure with Horseshoe has been continuous from
1928 —2000.  Link still enjoys the hike to the
Chapel on Flag Pole Hill —which he claims is get-
ting a bit steeper each year.

His son, David (Richard D. Rice), an Eagle
Scout from Willistown Troop 78 was the second
generation of his family to camp at Horseshoe. He
attended as a camper from 1952 —1960. He served
in the Field Sports Staff at the Rifle Range while on
the Horseshoe staff in 1964 and 1965. 
Link’s daughter, Peggy, was married to Joseph
Young and their son, Joseph Andrew Young who
was known as Andy, became the third generation.
Andy, an Eagle Scout, was a member of Paoli
Troop 1 and camped at Horseshoe 1974 —‘75 —
‘76. 

Great Grandson, Josh Hughes, in 1997 became
the fourth generation camping at Horseshoe as a
Scout with Link’s old Troop 78. Of course, Great
Grandfather proudly was on hand at the opening
Retreat Ceremony in 1997 as Josh stepped off live-
ly with his Troop as they fought for the coveted
Retreat Trophy!  Of course, Link’s comment upon
being introduced at Retreat was one of quiet
acceptance not being one to boast.  Today, Josh’s
brother Kyle is also at Camp Horseshoe with
Troop 78.

Others are remembered who helped open
camp in 1928 but none who have had four gener-
ations attend! Not many are around today in the
Council who were even there that year when the
Horseshoe dream of Chief Heistand became a real-
ity. Dr. Tom Gillingham was there that year from
Troop 13, who lives in Oxford. Eventually, his son,
Frank, camped there, too.

The dust of Horseshoe...remains with us
throughout life.

1929 —Link is  second from left with Camp Leaders on
what  is now the Horseshoe Parade Field.

1997- Link is pictured with Great Grandson Josh Hughes,
Ernie Heegard and Steve D’Antonio, SM Troop 78.
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JOIN NOW!  
HERE”S HSRAA MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Jamie Bruton, Membership Chairman, reports
that as of June 15th, 2000 the Horseshoe Scout
Reservation Alumni Association has enrolled over
142 alumni. General Membership is open to any-
one who has ever camped at the Reservation and
has a desire to keep in touch with a part of their
past that brings back memories of camaraderie
and friendship.  Each person to join the associa-
tion receives a membership card as well as a com-
plimentary copy of the association’s newsletter,
“The Octoraro Loop.”  

Those joining the HSRAA up to September 1,
2000 will be considered “Charter Members” of the
Association.

If you would like to make an annual charita-
ble donation to the association to help pay for
ongoing improvement projects throughout the
Reservation, there are four levels of annual giving
available: Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum.  The
Bronze level is met with a fifteen-dollar ($15) con-
tribution to the Association.  A Bronze level gift
entitles the member to a project fund letter as well
as the membership card and the latest issue of the
newsletter.  For a gift of thirty dollars ($30), Silver
members will receive a subscription to the
newsletter for the entire year.  The Gold member-
ship level is met with a gift of seventy-five dollars
($75).  Gold members will receive a free pass to
the reunion banquet held annually at the
Horseshoe Scout Reservation in addition to the
subscription to “The Octoraro Loop.”  Finally, the
platinum membership level is for individuals who
gift over two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) to
the Association.  These individuals will receive all
of the above membership perks as well as dinner
with Ernie Heegard at the Annual banquet.  If we
have too many platinum level members to sit at
Ernie’s table, Ernie will at least say hello, shake
your hand and make you feel welcome.
Remember, the charitable giving is really for the
camp so please don’t be too upset if you don’t get
to sing with Ernie. 

Our current membership is broken down as 

follows:
General Members: 72
Bronze Members: 35
Silver Members: 17
Gold Members:                   8
Platinum Members: 9  

If you are interested in learning more about
the Association or would like to join, please log
onto the HSRAA website at  www.hsraa.org.  With
just a few clicks of the mouse, you will be able to
link with long lost scouting friends and relive the
memories of Camp Horseshoe, Camp Ware or
Camp Jubilee.  

To help bring alumni back to camp, the
Association is looking for key people to represent
specific periods of the camp’s history.  We are
looking for several people from each decade from
both sides of the Reservation to represent their
camping peers and become Decade Chairpersons.
Responsibilities would entail contacting old camp-
ing friends and asking them to join the association.
What could be easier!  If you’re interested in this
role, please contact me at (610) 873 3509 or send
me an e-mail at jmb4033@aol.com.  

Overall, we are off to a great start!  With the
annual Reunion in full swing and new people join-
ing via the Internet each day, our Association is
growing stronger by the minute.  Plan on attend-
ing the first annual HSRAA Reunion on July 8th,
2000 to catch up with old friends, tour the camps
and enjoy C.W. Bruton’s famous Camp
Ware/Jubilee Friday Night Barbeque, complete
with white sheet cake with vanilla icing.  What
could be better?  If you have not already registered
to come, visit the website at www.hsraa.org. and
let them know you’re on your way.  I look for-
ward to seeing you there.
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REFLECTIONS/HIGHLIGHTS—

72 YEARS AGO - 1928: In the spring of 1928,
under the leadership of C.C. Cole,  “things are
humming down on the Octoraro...there are
sounds of sledges and creaking wagons, and
hammers and saws along the creek and on the
hillsides.”  A road was being constructed along
the Octoraro Creek on what had been a trail
from the old paper mill.  The mess hall was tak-
ing shape and five campsites were being cleared.
Kindness Center was being built and the old
Reynolds’ farmhouse was being turned into
camp headquarters to be known as the ‘White
House’.  A transformation was taking place along
the Octoraro Creek all in preparation of the
opening of Camp in the summer of 1928 and the
arrival of the first Scouts from Chester County,
Pennsylvania and Cecil County, Maryland. Camp
dedication ceremonies were set for July 28, 1928.
62 YEARS AGO - 1938: A wind blown fire
from adjacent properties jumps the Octoraro
Creek destroying the Carson, Crockett and
Taylor camps. Present day Board members Bob
Lorgus (Troop 6) and Bill Sellers (Troop 50)
were among the Scouts and staff who helped
rebuild the campsites for the opening of camp.
44 of the Council’s 58 Troops attended summer
camp. Natureheart tent campsite opened.
52 YEARS AGO - 1948: Horseshoe’s 20th
Anniversary. Frank S. Beam is Camp Director.
George Cole is serving as Camp Ranger. National
recognizes the Order of the Arrow as an official
Scouting program. Chief Justice Owen J. Roberts
is among a number of dignitaries visiting
Horseshoe.  Roberts’ Day is celebrated by the

entire camp. Staff and Scouts put on life saving
and water safety demonstrations at the pool for
visitors. 
42 YEARS AGO - 1958: Horseshoe celebrates
its 30th anniversary. Council opens new Explorer
Base (now Camp Ware) with new campsites
Lewis and Clark and Frontier. Ernie Heegard
serves as Director. OA Lodge building nears com-
pletion this summer. Pioneers and Indians
enjoyed by campers. New campsites are built at
Horseshoe —Roberts, Rothrock, Octoraro, Lenni
Lenape, Conestoga and Shawana.  

32 YEARS AGO - 1968: OA erects new
“Swinging Bridge” and OA Circle is renovated.
Seven leaders take Wood Badge training at Schiff
Scout Reservation.  Frank Peterson is elected
Wood Badge Chairman.  Ernie Heegard is in his
10th year as Camp Director. 
22 YEARS AGO - 1978: Council plans “high
way” access to Horseshoe to deal with old
Horseshoe Road expense and problems. Ray
Pauley is Camp Jubilee Director. Roy Cole on the
scene as Ranger.  Scouts enjoy “Diving Della” and
“Ultimate Frisbee” and the Sunday Lunch rings
with “Green Grow the Rushes, Ho!” and “Who
Killed Cock Robin?” Contingent of British Scouts
spend time at Horseshoe.
12 YEARS AGO - 1988: Ernie Heegard honored
with his special day at Horseshoe in retirement
from Camp Director. Achgeketum Circle complet-
ed with Moose Winsch’s major effort. It is filled to
brim as Council President JB Rettew, Jim
Gawthrop and other Scouters honored Ernie
Heegard and dedicated the Circle to his honor.
Later, Horseshoe Reservation is the host site for
1200 boy and girl scouts and leaders of the
International Polish Scouts in Exile Jamboree from
six different countries around the world.

1928- Early Scouts pictured with Flag Pole Hill in 

background and newly built Kindness Center.

1958-Explorer Base, pictured in aerial photo, opens.
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2 YEARS AGO —1998: Third generation of Cole
Family, retired Ranger Roy G. Cole, moves into
freshly renovated Lane Farmhouse. House is
renamed “Cole Memorial House”. Danny Cole is
the fourth generation of Coles serving at HSR.
TODAY - 2000: The Horseshoe Scout Reservation
Alumni Association going strong and celebrates its
first Reunion. The 30’x 50’ Goodman Pavilion
opens at Horseshoe. New showers built at Camp
John H. Ware, III and low-level “COPE” course
planned. Cub camping theme is “Mountain Man”.
Council hosts 200 Irish Scouts and leaders camp-
ing at John H. Ware, III in August.

HSRAA PROJECTS FOR HORSESHOE
Dick Bensing, Committee Chairman for

Special Projects, has been working with the
Council’s camping and property Committees to
develop plans for gateways for both Camp
Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, III. It is
expected that plans are to be approved in time to
announce the project at the HSRAA Reunion at
Camp Horseshoe. Once approved final engineer-
ing drawings, materials list, timing, etc. will be
developed along with the construction contractor.

Lists of other projects are being developed
having a one-year to a multi-year scope.  A group
of interested people is being formed to provide
recommendations to the HSRAA  Executive
Committee. Any person having a suggestion for
special projects is invited to submit rough plans
along with a justification of need.  The committee
will take suggestions into consideration and will
respond accordingly.

ABOUT THE MONEY...
One of the reasons for the HSRAA is to make

our good camps even better by having an annual
project. The project may be in the form of a new
gateway, an improvement to a building, a new
building or the like. There are many opportunities
for the Association to help our camps. 

To have a meaningful impact the Association
needs to have money to pay for the annual proj-
ect and for the costs of mailings, dues cards and
other items. The way the money is raised is
through two sources -- dues and donations. Our
dues are from our members who choose which
type membership they want. The donations come
from anyone who wants to help the Association
financially or in kind. The donations can help sup-
port the costs of running the Association or for a
project. 

Each year a budget will be prepared to show
how much we expect to receive in dues and
donations and what our expenses will be. The
amount we can spend each year is determined by
how much we receive. The expenses for running
the Association will be modest because no one
receives pay. The largest expenses will be for the
cost of preparing the newsletter and the cost of
postage. The newsletter (The Octoraro Loop) is a
low cost publication because the work is per-
formed by Association members and the cost of
paper is fairly modest. The expenses for the first
issue were donated by Association Members.
Postage will be at the lowest rate the Postal
Service will charge. 

The Association Treasurer, Eric Lorgus, is
responsible for ensuring accurate records of all
income and expenses. The Treasurer makes regu-
lar reports to the Executive Committee of the
Association.  Non-budgeted expenses must be
presented to the Executive Committee for consid-
eration before any commitments are made. 

The record keeping system of the Council is
used by the Association and the Treasurer. The
Council office does the actual collecting of money
and paying of expenses for the Association The
Association has its own cost center within the
Council’s accounting system so that its funds may
be reported separately. The annual financial
report will be published in The Loop. Any ques-

1990 Wood Badge Staff pictured at “Gilwell Field” for
training at multi-purpose Camp John H. Ware, III.
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tions about the way all this works can be
answered by our Treasurer, Eric Lorgus
(GVIEric@AOL.com)

THE WORLD OF SCOUTING MUSEUM
Rob McCarter, former Horseshoe Staff, along

with other Scouters from both Chester County
and Pennsylvania Dutch Area Councils, has put
together an exceptional collection of Scouting
memorabilia —both Boy and Girl Scouting.
HSRAA members will find many items in the col-
lection at the Log Cabin behind the Valley Forge
Chapel in Valley Forge National Park that pertain
to the Horseshoe Scout Reservation and those
who have camped there. According to Rob, there
are over 60,000 Scout items in the collection of
which only 10% can currently be displayed due
to the present capacity of the Museum. 
For information about the Museum, visit their
website. Their address is: <www.worldofscout-
ingmuseum.org>.

BORNE AWAY BY TIME...AND YET
AMONG US ALL THE MORE .........

Dr. Agnew Ewing —90 yrs. West
Grove Troop 30 Eagle Scout in 1927. Early
Horseshoe camper. 1929 Horseshoe Aquatics
Director. Later he served as Doctor for Camp.
Silver Beaver. 

Herbert F. Jewson, Jr.- 84 yrs. A 72-
year veteran Scouter, Devon 50 Committeeman,
Council Board member and Horseshoe and
Jubilee camper in early 1950’s-60’s, Silver
Beaver. Died April 14, 2000.

Bruce G. Lord —Cedarville Troop 160.
Horseshoe camper in 1960’s. Council Scouter —
Leadership Development, Wood Badge
Director, Silver Beaver.   Died spring, 2000.

Clair Langham —73 yrs. Octoraro 22
Lodge Chief 1953. Horseshoe camper 1940’s.
Former Scoutmaster of Troop 2, Downingtown.
Jamboree leader. Vigil Honor member. Died
June 17, 2000.

“What we have
Done for ourselves

Dies with us;
What we have

Done for others
Remains, and is

Immortal.”

- Dedication, Truckee, CA 

OFFICERS (PRO TEM) APPOINTED
Officers appointed for a term ending 
July, 2000: 
Chairman.....................Robert E. Matje
Vice Chairman...............Paul Owens
Secretary.....................Joseph M. Eagan
Treasurer.....................Eric R. Lorgus

1997 -Camp John H. Ware, III staff present a foil ball for
the opening of the camping season!

Address inquiries to: THE OCTORARO LOOP
JB Rettew, Editor
(Email Address:  <JBR3@prodigy.net>) 

OR WRITE:
% HORSESHOE SCOUT RESERVATION ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  

Chester County Council, BSA
504 South Concord Road
West Chester, PA 19382
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