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THE TWELTH ANNUAL REUNION OF THE HSRAA ON JULY 16, 2011  
―The Executive Board of the HSRAA invites you to attend our 12th annual reunion, being held at 

Camp John H. Ware, 3rd on Saturday, July 16th, 2011. As with past reunions, this will be a great 

opportunity to visit Camp Ware and Camp Horseshoe at the height of the summer‘s action, reconnect 

with old camp buddies, and enjoy good food and fellowship. The HSRAA Virtual Museum will be on 

display and open to catalog and scan or photograph any artifacts you have from your time at camp.  
     Registration begins at 1:00 

PM at the Camp Ware Handicraft 

Pavilion. Camp Ware Program 
Areas (pool, archery, BMX, nature 

lodge AND MORE!) will be open 

from 2:00 to 4:00 PM for you to 

visit and enjoy with Cub Scout 
Family Camp participants. You 

may also tour the  Reservation on 

your own or on a staff   guided 
tour. Reunion pictures are 

scheduled for 4:30, followed by 

Retreat at 5:15. A catered pig roast 
will be served at 5:30 PM, 

accompanied by a program 

honoring three Camp Ware/Jubilee Scouters that have given significant service to the Horseshoe Scout 

Reservation: Allen Forssmark, Lee McIlvaine and Dr. David Mellinger. A short business meeting and 
annual report will follow the program, along with a special performance by Camp Ware‘s long-time band, 

Martin Summers and Hard Cover. All are welcome to attend the traditional Camp Horseshoe Saturday 

Night Campfire at 8:30 pm.  
Please join us to rekindle the Spirit of the Horseshoe, enjoy the company of friends, and 

recognize the contributions that Al, Lee and Doc Dave have made to Horseshoe Scout Reservation.  

Register at 

http://www.hsraa.org/reunion-registration or 
download mail in the form, 

http://www.hsraa.org/forms/2011 Reunion 

registration Form.pdf from the HSRAA 
website. Reservations close July 1. Please 

contact reunion@hsraa.org with questions.  

This issue has a number of vignettes of 
leaders who have made a difference in the 

lives of the Scouts/Scouters.. 

HSRAA‘s Reunion is open to anyone who has 

camped at the Horseshoe Scout Reservation, and of course family members that wish they had and hope 
they will!  For this year‘s tribute to Scout Leaders, we are asking that you reach out to the leaders that you 

know and remember, and bring them with you, be it in person or in spirit.  Please contact HSRAA 504 S. 

Concord Rd. West Chester, PA 19382 (610-696-2900) to add names to the invitation list. 

http://www.hsraa.org/


 

WE SALUTE OUR HONOREES – ALLEN FORSSMARK…LEE McILVAINE…AND…DR. 
DAVID MELLINGER FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS OF LONGTIME SERVICE AND 

DEVOTION TO THE HSRAA ! 
 

Allen K. Forssmark - A Legion of Service 
By Neil Chippendale 

Allen K. Forssmark recently celebrated his 

50
th
 year as a member of the Boy Scouts of 

America. Al started in scouts with Unionville Cub 

Pack 22, before graduating to Troop 22, where he 

earned the rank of Eagle Scout with a silver palm. 
As a scout, Al attended two National Jamborees, 

one World Jamboree in Japan, National Junior 

Leader Training at Schiff Scout Reservation, and 

served on Camp Jubilee staff in the maintenance 
department. A graduate of Cheney University with 

a degree in Industrial Arts, Al decided to continue 

his fledgling electric business rather than become a 
teacher. Al began A&D Electric in 1968 when he was still in college. He bought out his partner, Doug 

Hammond, in 1973, and has operated the business successfully ever since to the great benefit of the 

Horseshoe Scout Reservation.  
Al attributes his dedication to Horseshoe to the Order of the Arrow work weekends. Advisor Joe 

Knipe realized that he had a good man in Al and gave him a list of things to do at the OA lodge building 

every work day. Joe would bring the supplies and Al would go to work. One task that he remembers is 

replacing all the incandescence light fixtures with dozens of brand new single tube fluorescent lights 
which had been donated to camp. The next major influence on Al was Ernie Heegard. Al noted that Ernie 

was a great one with task lists and on the Vigil Honor bus rides to Cape May that Ernie used to organize, 

Al was required to sit behind Ernie and write down all the things that Ernie wanted done the next time 
everyone was at camp. At the OA work weekends the highly organized Ernie would have task lists ready 

for every work group including Al‘s electrical group. Al‘s great partner in the OA was Bob Thomas.  Bob 

Thomas worked for Verizon and was in charge of the camp telephone system. Al and Bob formed the 

perfect partnership which extended beyond Boy Scouts and into business life where Al partnered with 
Bob and Verizon (formerly Bell Tel) to install hundreds of commercial power systems for Verizon‘s 

remote terminals. 

Al served twenty years on the Chester County Council Executive Committee and as Property 
Committee chairman. With his commitment to service and the Horseshoe Scout Reservation, Al has 

played a major role in all decisions that affected camp over that time period. Al received the Camp 

Service Award, the Council Service Award, and is a holder of the Silver Beaver, the highest award 
Council can bestow on a scouter. In the Order of the Arrow, Al is a Vigil Honor member and a recipient 

of the Founders Award for his service to the 

reservation. Al worked closely with the late Bill 

Hess to make sure that camp was ready every 
summer. Just this past fall, Al and his crew 

worked hard to assure that the new dining hall 

extension was ready for use by the first week of 
camp. It seems like the tasks are endless but Al 

is always up to the moment.   

When asked about his greatest scouting 
memory, Al talked about the World Jamboree in 

Japan which he attended as a scout. Scoutmaster 

Frank Peterson was so tough that he handed out 

scissors on the plane to Japan so the long haired 
scouts could get there hair off the shirt collar. 



 

Mr. Peterson also required the boy leaders, Al included, to take turns carrying a briefcase, chained to their 

wrists, with all the scout passports. They all realized the wisdom of this when they were one of the few 
troops to not have lost passports on the way home. Al recalled that the boys were not sure about tough 

Frank Peterson until he went to bat for them to get air conditioned coaches for their tours rather than the 

hot school buses everyone else had. Mr. Peterson was also there when the troop had to recover from a 

Typhoon that dumped 21‖ of rain on the Jamboree. I‘m sure that would be a memorable experience for 
any scout.   

Al and his wife Sue, have a son, Steve, and four grandchildren. The oldest of the grandchildren 

has recently joined Al in the electrical business and all thoughts of retirement have been set aside. . Al is a 
truly dedicated volunteer.  

+    +    + 

 

 LEE McILVAINE 
An Active Unit Leader with a Connection to  Horseshoe’s History – Past and 

Present – A Scouting Family! 
 

People always ask me what my relationship is to McIlvaine Lodge.  Well , back in about 1926 or 

27 my great uncle, Gilbert McIlvaine, and his wife were driving around looking for old barns to salvage 
beams and boards for his restoration projects.  They heard there was a barn on the Reynolds farm. They 

went to check it out and found out the property was for sale.  He was already active with the Chester 

County Council and brought this news to them.  The Scouts bought the property and he, as an architect, 
designed all the original buildings.  He also specified the pesky Cyprus siding that is still on many of the 

buildings today.  In 1940 McIlvaine Lodge was built to honor him.   

My Scouting career started in 1958 as a Cub 

Scout in Pack 65 in Exton.  My first year at camp 
was 1964 with Troop 65 in Octoraro campsite.  The 

next year with Troop 65, I spent a week at Jubilee 

and stayed over the second week at Horseshoe.  In 
June 1966 I took my OA ordeal.  Also later that 

June found me taking the very first JLTC class in 

Council at Jubilee.  My patrol, the Bobwhite 
patrol‘s, first assignment was to build a new 

campsite in the woods, which later became 

Leatherstocking campsite.  After a week at each 

camp that summer I became SPL for the next year.  
In the spring of ‗67 I was awarded Troop 65‘s leadership award and that came with a fully paid trip to the 

Philmont Scout Ranch.  In June ‘67 our senior patrol spent a weekend at Jubilee, painting the pool with 

pool director Zip Reynolds, who lived in the Ranger house.  The next summer ‘68 I spent at Horseshoe as 
the Boating Director. 

My adult Scouting started in 1971 as I returned to Troop 65 as ASM.  I took my Brotherhood in 

‘72 and started becoming very active with OA.  I worked for my dad in excavating and would usually 
bring the backhoe to OA weekends.  The camp did not have any equipment at that time.  My jobs 

included grading roads, digging trash pits and helping to build the pontoon bridge on row boats across to 

the OA circle.  In the fall of ‘75 I had the privilege of tearing down the old kitchen at the dining hall.  

That winter the new kitchen was built that we use today.  In 1977 I was called out for the Vigil Honor.  
My vigil name means ― Worker who harnessed the rays of the sun‖.  This refers to the house my brother 

and I built that has solar heat.  Six years ago we installed solar PV panels on our house, so I‘m still 

harnessing the rays.  Sometime in the ‗70s Ernie and I walked the Octoraro to find a new boat dock site 
instead of the old one next to the OA Bridge on the Athletic Field.  We found the slow and deep water site 

that is used today by both camps. 

 



 

In 1979, at age 27, I became SM of Troop 65.  Our troop continued activities  at camp and usually 

staying at Jubilee.  Saturday afternoons would find me lazing around the pool with Matt Christenson and 
his staff.  That was before any Cub 

camps.  In 1980 I took 

Woodbadge training at then Camp 

Jubilee.  In the Beaver Patrol picture 
I‘m the third from the left and have a 

pony tail behind that hat.  In 

1981 I was the SM for the council‘s 
third Jamboree troop.  I helped 

recruited Dave Mellinger, our Jambo 

third assistant, to be the archery 
director at Jubilee that summer.  

He continued on staff for many years, 

later becoming director.  Some of my 

Jambo scouts came from Troop 78 
including Bob Matje.  In ‘82 I led a 

crew to Philmont.  At that time 

we did a 36 hour drive from here to 
Colorado Spring ―on the bus from hell‖.  Many members from 65 were active with OA and camp staff.  In 

1984 I ―retired‖ from SM of 65.  The next year I took over my dad‘s excavating business, got married to 

Kathy, and then in ‗86 had our first son  Brad.  At the lodge 65
th
 anniversary I carried 6 month old Brad 

over the OA Bridge to the circle. 

In the late ‗80s and early ‗90s I did some jobs at camp, digging for new latrines and building 

parking lots.  In ‗92 Brad joined pack 22 and of course I was his Tiger Cub leader.  I stayed active with 22 

as den leader and then Cub Master.  Then I moved on to Troop 22 with Brad and then brother Greg.  Then 
third son Mark came along and I was cub leader again.  I came back active with OA when Brad & Greg 

took their ordeals.  In 1999 Brad & I 

went to Florida Sea Base with the 
troop.  In 2001 I went to 

Jamboree as an ASM with the two 

boys.  My third Philmont trip 

was in ‘02 with Greg & Brad.  My 
wife, Kathy, wanted to know when 

the monthly payments for 

high adventure were going to stop.  
At the OA dinner in 2003 I was 

awarded the Allouchsit 

Allogagan award for 25 years‘ 
service to the OA. 

When the Alumni 

Association was first starting, Bob 

Matje called me to join the committee and I joined for a couple of years.  I realized I was very active with 
the troop and couldn‘t do both.  A few years ago Dick Bensing called me to help with the trash area 

project.  I spent about a week scratching out the rock to get that dumpster area done.  And used the rock, 

with some Octoraro overflow topsoil to build the berm at the top of the picnic grove.  While I was 
working in camp I got volunteered  to regrade around the OA lodge and lay stone for the new paver 

walkway.  I am looking forward to more HSSRAA projects. 

More recent High Adventure trips were to Blackbeards Cruises in the Bahamas for SCUBA 
diving, to Northern Tier, and to Maine.  As you can see from the second picture all three sons are Eagle 

scouts.  This was at Mark‘s court of honor in 2010.  A very proud moment for dad (and Mom).  I guess 

you could say Boy Scouting runs in my veins.  But then there are a lot of us here and we know there is no 

cure!   

 



 

DR. DAVE MELLINGER 
A DEVOTED TEACHER, HEALER AND FRIEND 

(Editor JB Rettew notes that we take the following comments from an earlier article about Dave which 

forms the base for our current update about a dedicated Scouter, friend and true leader.) 

Vacation to our Camp Doctor, Dave Mellinger, is spending his time at Camp Horseshoe‘s 
Morrison Health Lodge tending to our 

camper and staff health needs. Actually, his 

Scouting roots are in our Council where he 
has served on both Camp Horseshoe and 

Camp John H. Ware, 3rd staffs and as a 

camper.  
His lifetime service to Scouting 

continues to be remarkable. He grew up in 

the Coatesville area where he was a Cub 

Scout in Pack 38. Dave then joined Troop 
38 and later transferred to Troop 74 where 

he became an Eagle Scout. As a Scout he 

attended the Philmont Scout Ranch twice. 
In 1981 he went as an ASM to the National 

Jamboree. 

Dave attended Swarthmore College 
and the University of Virginia. While at Swarthmore, he served as an ASM with a Swarthmore Troop for 

4 years (1980-1984); then, as an ASM in Richmond, VA for three years (1984-1987). He started a 

medical Explorer Post and led it for 4 years in Charlottesville, VA 1987-1991. 

This is Dave‘s 30
th
 year as a member of the HSR staff. He joined the staff at Camp Jubilee in 

1981 as Archery Director. In 1982 he was Program Director and 1983-88 was the Camp Director. He has 

been at Camp Horseshoe in the Health Lodge since 1997. 

Camp life for Dave is treating tick bites, homesickness, wheezes, coughs and ―ear lobes‖ and, 
yes, even BATS! The latter story is memorable…and happened at Camp Davey Crockett one summer.  

He relates that during the day, the call comes in to the Health Lodge…a bat landed on a Scout‘s face! By 

the time Dave arrived with Ranger Roy Cole, the bat had landed on six faces of Scouts!  Roy Cole was 

called upon to ―take care of the bat‘. He did so…but our Scouts still had to go through rabies shots, etc. 
with no undue reaction.  In terms of stories, 

Dave relates that he had the privilege of 

working at Ware during some exciting years. 
While there, Sloan Lodge was dedicated, the 

Rifle Range was built, the Dining Hall was 

built, and the Pavilion was built. Ware had 
the first Computer camp in the country as 

well. He was also there when the camp's 

name changed to John H. Ware, 3rd. 

He goes on… "Some of my fondest 
memories and best friends resulted because 

of my affiliation with the camp. I am grateful 

that my current job has allowed me to return 
five weeks this summer - one of the 

highlights of my year." 

Currently, Dave‘s medical work has been that of working in the Department of Pediatrics in 
charge of Student Health Services at Duke University.  Here he sees former HSR Staff member, Jay 

Kemmerer (student) and ―runs Hotel Mellinger‖ whenever Jay‘s family visits.   

A salute and thank you, Dave, for your continuing devotion to Scouting and the Horseshoe Scout 

Reservation! 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
HSRAA   CHAIRMAN, MARK 

HAMMOND WRITE’S: 

Dear Fellow HSRAA Member,   
 My legal career has oddly tracked my 

HSRAA participation.  I changed employers 

about the same time I joined the HSRAA Board 
in 2001, and I began practicing law the same 

month in 2003 that I agreed to succeed Bob 

Matje as the HSRAA Chairman.  After 8 years 
practicing law at a large Philadelphia law firm, 

several of my colleagues and I have formed our 

own environmental law boutique firm which 
opened for business in June.  It should be no 

surprise, then, that it‘s time for a change in my 

HSRAA participation. 

The HSRAA Board is in better shape 

than it‘s ever been.  It has a full complement of 

active members, membership levels remain 

strong and reunions well attended, and our 

annual support to the reservation continues.  We 

are in the midst of our second largest project 

ever, a complete renovation of the Camp 

Horseshoe Picnic Grove.  The goal—to return 

the Picnic Grove to its former glory as a well 

maintained, central camp meeting place.    

I put many of the skills I learned 

through scouting and at Camp Horseshoe to use 

in my every day professional life.  The Scout 

Law offers a tremendous touchstone in dealing 

with others.  I am very, very proud that the 

HSRAA supports the Horseshoe Reservation 

and ensures that today‘s scouts are given the 

same opportunities for personal development 

and growth that I received.   

Over the next year, it‘s my intention to 

transition the HSRAA Chairman position to the 

next chairman.  There are several excellent  

candidates on the current HSRAA Board, and I  

feel that it‘s time for fresh energy and ideas.  I 

intend to stay active with HSRAA after this 

transition period, and I have no doubts that the 

HSRAA will continue to thrive. 

One of our recent accomplishments was 

receipt of a $10,000 grant from UPS to construct 

the HSRAA Nursery.  More on this in the 

following article. 

Our annual reunion returns to Camp 

Ware this year.  Although I worked summers at 

Camp Horseshoe, I have many fond memories 

of Camp Ware—from snowfalls during winter 

camp to Council Camporees to the great guys—

like Dave Mellinger and CW Bruton that worked 

there during my era.  I hope that you are looking 

forward to this reunion as much as I am! 

   Yours “In the Spirit” -  

   Mark Hammond 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 

Sadly, we report the passing of Bill Taylor, 

HSRAA member in April. Bill capably served 

for many years as our Council Commissioner – a 

fine leader and inspiration to all who knew him. 

Bill had been elected President of the Chester 

County Council in February. He is survived by 

his wife, Arnetta and family.  

     
 

 In tribute to  Bill, we offer the following: 

 

“What we have done for ourselves, 

Dies with us… 

What we have done for others, 

Remains… 

                     And is immortal.”   

 

 A Saying found in Truckee, California. 



 

 
Dick Bensing and Paoli 1 past SPL’s hard at work 

 

HSRAA PURSUES ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROJECT BENEFITS THE 

RESERVATION 

A major  HSRAA conservation project 

caught the eye of UPS that has resulted in the 

receipt of a $10,000 grant from UPS to construct 

the HSRAA Nursery.  Over the last couple of 

years, the nursery has been slowly moving along 

as an ―extra‖ project outside of our annual cycle.  

With the UPS grant, we expect the nursery to be 

fully operational this summer—providing native 

bushes and trees specific to the Serpentine  

Barren ecosystem of the reservation.  

Dick Bensing is HSRAA‘s Project 

Chairman not only on this but almost every one 

of the projects undertaken by the HSRAA since 

our inception. 

 
“Planter 

 Frames being cut by Paoli 1 past SPL’s 

In visiting the work site next to the Pole 

Barn, it is obvious that the area presents many 

challenges but certainly within Dick‘s purview. 

The day of my visit, Dick had the help of five 

Paoli Troop 1 past Senior Patrol Leaders. They 

have cut the forms and are preparing deer 

fencing for the area where indigenous Horseshoe 

Reservation trees are  to be planted and 

developed for future planting on the 

Reservation. He reports that the fencing and 

watering system is being completed and that 

members of his troop, Paoli 1, will continue 

spending time working on the project this 

summer.  Completion date to qualify for the 

funds is the end of the summer.  

 

Gary Schroeder Receives  

The Silver Antelope Award 

Chester County Council‘s and 

HSRAA‘s own  Gary M. Schroeder has been 

recognized by the Boy Scouts of America with 

the Silver Antelope Award at the National 

Annual Meeting in San Diego, California in 

May.  The Silver Antelope Award is bestowed 

upon those who give noteworthy and 

extraordinary service to youth at the regional 

level.   

Gary has a long and impressive history 

as an adult Scouter with Chester County Council 

and his contributions are numerous.  On the 

national level, Gary currently serves as a 

Northeast Region representative on the 

Volunteer Development Committee and has 

been a NYLT Design Team Task Force member 

and Philmont staff member.  At the regional 

level, he serves on the Northeast Region Board 

of Directors, Chairs the Program Impact 

Committee, is a founder and course director of 

the region‘s NYLT Leadership Academy, on the 

faculty and committee for the Northeast 

Region‘s NYLT Course Director‘s Conference, 

and served as a World Jamboree NER Assistant 

Scoutmaster.   Gary served as our Council 

President from 2004 through 2006, and held 

positions of V.P. District Operations and V.P. 

Scoutreach as a member of our Executive Board 

of Directors.  He is a current board member, 

chairman of the Land Management Committee, 



 

and Council Advisor for JLT/NYLT.  He was 

also the founder and chairman of the Mushroom 

Golf Tournament and initiated the council 

Popcorn Sale in 1997.  Gary‘s service at the 

district and unit levels includes District 

Chairman, Wood Badge Course Director and 

staff member, Roundtable Commissioner, 

Assistant Cubmaster, Scoutmaster, Assistant 

Scoutmaster, and Crew Advisor.  He is an Eagle 

Scout, Silver Beaver recipient, Vigil Honor 

member of the Order of the Arrow, James E. 

West Fellow, and has received the District 

Award of Merit, Cub Scout Training Award, 

Scoutmaster‘s Award of Merit, Scouter‘s 

Training Award, and Scoutmaster‘s Key 

Training Award. 

 
Scouting is a family affair with the 

Schroeders.  Gary‘s wife, Laurey, is an active 

Scouting volunteer and sons, Zachary, Quintin, 

and Wyatt are all Eagle Scouts.    

In his professional life, Gary is the Chief 

Executive Officer of Dole Mushrooms (aka 

Oakshire Mushroom Sales, LLC) and President 

of Oakshire Mushroom Farm, Inc. in Kennett 

Square.  He is a member and past Chairman of 

the White Clay Creek Bi-state Advisory Council 

and was on the Board of Directors of the Chester 

County Economic Development Council, where 

he received the Paradigm Award for 

Entrepreneur of the Year.  He also sat on the 

Board of Directors and served as Chairman of 

the Board of the American Mushroom Institute.   

 Editor’s note: We join in 

congratulating Gary in his honor…he is a  

true leader!  Gary is the 10th Scouter from 

our Council to be so honored. Among 

previous Council honorees were Justice 

Owen J. Roberts, Senator John H. Ware 3
rd

 

and Harriss A. Butler, III. As Council 

President, Gary focused upon Cub Scouting 

efforts and more recently mult-cultural 

Scouting opportunities in our Council and 

youth leadership training. 
 

+    +    + 

 

 
C.O.P.E. Staff members with a depiction of course 

 

CAN YOU COPE??? 
The Allen K. Forssmark C.O.P.E. 

Course  1991-2011 
 

By Neil Chippendale 
The Horseshoe Scout Reservation is 

renowned for its comprehensive merit badge 

program and reliance on the old standards of 
Boy Scout camps. Parades, games, dining hall 

songs, proper attire, enthusiastic staffs, and solid 

leadership have been the hallmarks of Horseshoe 

all its years. Yet, camp staffs have always tried 
to improve the camp program, especially to 

provide exciting activities for our older scouts 

who may have completed much of the merit 
badge program. Camp veterans might remember 

the short lived horseback riding program, or the 

sailing/climbing program that was done in 

combination with Camp Rodney, that were both 
reasonable attempts to provide this 

programming. The most successful attempt of 

the last 20 years has been the Project C.O.P.E. 
which has been very popular with our senior 

boys and our adult leaders. 



 

 
 

 C.O.P.E. is an acronym for 

―Challenging Outdoor Personal Experience.‖ A 
C.O.P.E. course is a custom built challenge 

course or ropes course designed to meet the Boy 

Scouts of America C.O.P.E. installation and 
operational procedures. C.O.P.E. programs are 

based on attaining seven goals as outlined by the 

Boy Scouts of America as follows: 

 Teamwork – Teamwork is the 
key that allows a group to 

navigate a C.O.P.E. challenge 

course successfully. The 

objective it to teach the notion 
that a team can accomplish 

much more than a single 

individual. 

 Communication – A C.O.P.E. 

challenge course encourages in 

the moment active learning of 

critical listening and discussion 

skills that are important for any 
group, troop, or individual 

attempting to accomplish a 

difficult task. 

 Trust – Participants completing 

difficult tasks on a C.O.P.E. 

challenge course develop trust 

in the C.O.P.E. staff members, 
their fellow troop members, and 

themselves. 

 Leadership – Team members 

attempting to solve problems on 

a C.O.P.E. challenge course 
have abundant opportunities to 

develop and exercise leadership 

skills in small and large groups. 

 Decision Making – Project 

C.O.P.E. requires groups and 

troops to make decisions by 

developing on or more solutions 
to a specific obstacle, problem, 

or initiative. Teams must 

consider all the available 
resources and alternatives, and 

evaluate the probable results 

before moving forward. 

 Problem Solving – Project 

C.O.P.E. challenges groups and 
individuals to develop solutions 

to interesting problems. 

Participants must step outside of 
the box and frequently use 

creative ideas. Participants can 

then test their solutions and 
evaluate the results. 

 Self Esteem – Meeting the 

challenges of a C.O.P.E. 

challenge course allows 

individuals and groups to 
develop self-esteem and 

encourages them to set 

challenging, yet attainable, 
goals. 

 

C.O.P.E. courses include rope and cable 
challenges, both low and high, and 

climbing/rappelling towers that can 

accommodate all ages, sizes, shapes, and 

physical abilities. A rappelling tower, located in 
the Campcraft area, had been a part of both 

Camp Horseshoe and Camp Ware‘s program for 

many years. By 1991 a large 40 foot tall tower 
was in place in Campcraft attached to poles 

installed by Al Forssmark and his professional 

crews. However, Camp Director Glenn Runyon 

and Campcraft Director Dave Franz wanted 
more than just rappelling.  

Excited by the relatively new ideas of 

C.O.P.E. Glen and Dave proposed creating a 
small low course in the woods between flagpole 

hill and the chapel. Using personal donations 

provided by Bill Hess and Neil Chippendale, 
Glenn and Dave travelled to New Jersey and 

obtained enough material to install five low 

elements from a professional C.O.P.E. challenge 

company. This initial installation was so popular 
that a decision was made to extend the program 

and create a full fledged C.O.P.E. program at 

Camp Horseshoe that could be used by scouts 
and adults from both Camps on the reservation. 

The Campcraft rappelling tower was relocated to 

the C.O.P.E. area and camp staff began to create 
new elements, including a high course, as money 

and materials were available. Al Forssmark and 

his crew provided much of the material and 

labor, including high reach bucket trucks, to get 



 

the elements installed. Bill Hess found money in 

the budget and solicited private donations. One 
of the major movers in adding elements was 

C.O.P.E. director Matt Knoffel and his assistant 

Brendan Battenfelder. The camp plan was to add 

one element each year until a full course was in 
place, but Matt and Brendan worked extra hours 

to add even more. If money was needed then the 

deep pocket of ―Uncle‖ Jim Battenfelder 
(Brendan‘s dad) was tapped to provide more 

material. Al Forssmark testified that these two 

guys kept him busy and were continually 
demanding more and more. Eventually a new 

building was added to store equipment for both 

C.O.P.E. and a mountain biking program, with 

electricity and communications, by Al 
Forssmark and his crew.  

 

 
C.O.P.E. Course honors Al Forssmark 

 

Today the tradition continues and the 

C.O.P.E. area remains one of the more popular 
programs on the reservation. Leaderships from 

such directors as Jon DeVirgilio and Pete 

Demnyanivich have continued the exacting 
standards set by the earlier staff members. Adult 

leaders give their time to help belay participants 

and a whole volunteer network has developed 
over time to provide assistance to the program.  

Current Camp Director Michael 

Berkeihiser and his staff are continuing to 

promote and improve the program. The 
Horseshoe Scout Reservation C.O.P.E. program 

has been a thriving success for twenty years now 

and probably many more in the future. 
+    +    + 

CAMP WARE CONTINUES ITS MULTI-

TASKING PROGRAMS 
  

Camp Director, Chris Wells, and his 

Ware Staff are off and running their active 

programs for Handicapped scouting, Cub and 

Webelos and Scout units looking for a great out-

door experience. 
Camp Ware completed an April Cub 

Scout Fun Festival enjoyed by all.  Now, 

HSRAA is looking forward to a great time at 

Ware‘s facilities with almost all program areas 
available to HSRAA members. 

 
In visiting the Horseshoe C.O.P.E. 

course for this article, Ellie Rettew and I ran 
across the Council‘s 15-member  Venturing 

Crew with Kerri Peterson, leader. They were 

spending time on the C.O.P.E. course before 

returning to Camp John H. Ware, 3
rd

 to finish off 
their Venturing week. 

+    +    + 
 

 
Ellie Rettew with Ernie gives thumbs up for re-
furbished Dining Hall 

 

 
Earlier spring work on Allen Memorial expansion 



 

CAMP HORSESHOE OPENS 
EXPANDED ALLEN MEMORIAL 

DINING HALL 
Construction finished just in time to 

handle the ―crowds of Scouts‖ decending on 

summer camp! 
One of the biggest week ever in 

Horseshoe‘s history. This was probably the 3
rd

 

or 4
th
 major renovation of Allen Memorial 

dining hall.  It was brought about from the 
largest summer camp week ever in 2010. Funds 

for the expansion were donated by a major 

benefactor of the camp. 

 
 

GOOD NEWS FROM OCTORARO 

LODGE 22! 

While Ellie and I were at Camp 

Horseshoe working on this issue of the 

Octoraro Loop, we ran into Jake Segal. 

It has been reported that Past Lodge 

22 OA Chief Jake Segal was recently 

elected Section Chief. Jake is attending 

Messiah College in his sophomore year. He 

is to be congratulated on his election.  He 

joins a number of Lodge 22 prior Chiefs in 

this leadership. 

 
 

APPLAUSE TO PAOLI TROOP 1 IN 
CELEBRATING THEIR 100TH 

BIRTHDAY PRIOR TO TRAVELLING 
TO CAMP HORSESHOE 

 Can you imagine a Scout Troop, 
chartered in 1911, that has camped at our 

Council camps since 1919 (and elsewhere before 

the Council was chartered)? Paoli 1 has and has 

also camped many places around the world in 
their 100 years. 

 In June the 100
th
 celebration took place 

with 100‘s (and then some) returning for a 
―spectacular‖ party that lasted most of the 

weekend long. More than 100 of the Troop‘s 

306 Eagle Scouts were there among the well-

wishers including many dignitaries. 
 

 
The Chief Scout Executive, Bob 

Mazzuca, of National was on hand as was Hab 

Butler, Council‘s Silver Buffalo recipient, Eric 
Magendantz, Council Executive and others. 

Traditional events were put on by the 

Paoli 1 Scouts for the audience. Dick Bensing, 
past Paoli 1 Scoutmaster and Craig Hadden, 

Paoli 1 Chairman, were key organizers for the 

event along with many volunteers. 

Following this the Troop 1 Scouts 
travelled to Camp Horseshoe and to the Clifton 

Lisle campsite they built on the occasion of their 

75
th
 Birthday to honor Clifton Lisle one of our 

Council‘s founders and  earliest Camp Director.  
 

OFFICERS OF HSRAA 
Chairman…………………...Mark Hammond 

Vice Chairman.…..……........John Kemmerer 

Secretary…………………….Stuart Watson 

Treasurer……….……………Donald Tyson 
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