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HSRAAõS 2010 REUNION CELEBRATES ð 
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A SCOUTING 100TH BIRTHDAY EVENT RE-CONNECTING WITH OUR PAST LEADERS 
 

 ñScoutmasters, I salute you, I ask that you do not return the salute.òé  

 How many times have we all heard that phrase, as the embers begin to burn low at the closing 

campfire?  Leaders, proud of their Scoutsô many accomplishments that have been recognized that night, 

are coaxed into a horseshoe formation for a word of thanks by the Camp Director.  Thousands of Scout 

Leaders have given their time and effort over the last 83 summers so that Scouts could experience the 

brotherhood of Scouting and the Spirit of Horseshoe Scout Reservation.  The Horseshoe Scout 

Reservation Alumni Association has dedicated our 11
th
 reunion, in the Boy Scouts of Americaôs 

100
th
 Anniversary year, to honor Horseshoeôs Scoutmasters and Leaders ï please have them return 

with you for th is salute. We are asking that you reach out to the leaders that you know and 

remember, and bring them with you, be it in person or in spirit.   

 The festivities will take place 1:00 pm ï 8:00 pm on Saturday, July 10, at the Goodman Pavilion 

at Camp Horseshoe.  Attendees will have the afternoon to once again collect the dust of Horseshoe in 

their moccasins by touring the Reservation, renewing 

old friendships, and sharing memories.  Everyone is 

encouraged to bring HSR photos and memorabilia to 

display and also documents for inclusion in the 

HSRAA Virtual Museum.  We will gather in late 

afternoon for a short not-quite-formal program and our 

traditional reunion photographs.  And.. then join the 

Scouts in camp for Retreat.  Be sure to check out the 

upgrades and renovations that HSRAA has 

Parade Field (no rocks to march carried out on the 

on!) and the Picnic Grove.  A hearty barbecue dinner 

will be served at 6:00, followed by the HSRAAôs Recognitions, Annual Meeting and a closing program.  

You can also expect to enjoy camp songs and other traditions, including the option to attend the 

Horseshoe Closing Campfire on Saturday evening. 

 The HSRAA Reunion is open to anyone who has 

camped at the Horseshoe Reservation, and of course family 

members that wish they had and hope they will!  For this 

yearôs tribute to Scout Leaders, please reach out to the leaders 

that you know and remember, and bring them with you, be it 

in person or in spirit.  Invitations will be issued. Please add 

your leaderôs name and address to the invitation list by 

contacting HSRAA, 504 S. Concord Rd., West Chester 19382. 

 Look for your invitation to this full day of fun and 

Vive La Compagnie in the mail later this Spring.  Registration 

is anticipated to be $ 10.00, free for young children.  See you 

at our Reunion at Horseshoe!    

             By Jay Gregg 

http://www.hsraa.org/


HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY BSA! 
 

 
  
 The Scouting Movement, inspired by its founder 
and leader, Robert S.S. Baden-Powell, began as an 
experiment in England in 1907 at a camp on Brownsea 
Island. Later, that moment in a fog enshrouded London 
night when a traveler seeking directions encountered an 
unknown young Boy Scout, who would not accept money 
for doing a ñGood Turn,ò would be the trailhead for 
Scouting in America.  Inspired by that ñGood Turnò, the 
concept of Scouting was brought to the United States by 
publisher William D. Boyce whose visit to England that 
foggy night first attracted him to the Movement. The trail 
became a reality when Boyce filed incorporation papers for 
the Boy Scouts of America on February 8, 1910. 
 Where do we in Chester County fit in to these 
earlier days of Scouting? In Chester County, before the 
formation of our Council, as we know it today, Scout troops 
were springing up in many of our communities. As troops 
were formed in a community they assumed the identity of 
the community and the number corresponding to the order 
in which they were formed in that community. When our 
Council was chartered, troops already had been formed. 
Among these were troops in Atglen, Avondale, Berwyn, 
Downingtown, Honeybrook, Paoli, Parkesburg, 
Phoenixville, and three troops in West Chester. 
 Many Scout troops, have laid claim to being the 
first in the nation and several have been mentioned in 
Chester County. A Phoenixville troop that was formed in 
1907, the same year as Scouting in England, was referred 
to in a Phoenixville newspaper article as the first in 
Pennsylvania. Since the National Scout Council was not 
formed until 1910 and this troop existed for only several 
years, it is impossible to verify its claim. However, it is 
documented that Paoli Troop 1 was formed in 1911 and 
registered with the National Council in March of that year. It 
has been continuously registered ever since that time. 
Further evidence of early Scouting in Chester County is a 
document, presented the Council and now residing with 
West Chester Troop 6. That document issued December 
10, 1910 by the National Scout Council certified what is 
believed to be the first Scoutmaster in Chester County. It 
commissioned Henry B. Coleman as Scoutmaster of Troop 
1 West Chester which eventually became Troop 6. Each of 
these early connections is like acorns seeded to become 
todayôs strong oaks, one of the outstanding Scout Councils 
in America today. 

 
 Our communications then have now changed to cell 

phones... compass  now is our ógpsô deviceéôpupô tents are now 
nylon structures! 

 

 Yes, today, 100 years later, things have changed 
yet our Chester County Council still stands as one of the 
leaders in Scouting. We can boast of two fine camps, 
Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, III, serving 
year around Scout camping programs for our 13,000 
Scouts and Venturing crews. Our leaders ï volunteers at 
all Scouting levels ï are some of the best trained and 
dedicated to help young people make the right choices in 
their lives through active Scouting programs.  Many of our 
leaders not only serve their units locally but also on the 
National Scout level ï not only National and Regional 
levels but also leadership at Philmont and the National 
Scout Jamboree.  
 Many of our Scout units here at the start are still 
doing great Scouting, setting the example for others and 
making a difference in the lives of young people arriving at 
Scoutingôs door. Now, we of the HSRAA are setting the 
example for great Scouting and service to our great camps 
ï Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, 3rd ï now 
and for the generations of Scouts to come! 
 As we embark on the future, our sights are set 
upon providing the best Scouting experiences for our 
current and future youth and working in our communities to 
reach out to other youth. In addition, we are looking 
forward to enhancing our Council Service Center on 

property recently acquired that will give us the ability to 

better serve our Scouts and Leaders as we go forward for 
our next 100 years!! 
  

     
Eric Magendantz gets ñcakeò for 100th from Cub Pack! 
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OCTORARO LODGE 22 
ANNUAL  BANQUET!  

 On February 26 at the Annual Council 

Board Meeting, Lodge 22 Chief Jake Segal 

presented a summary report of Octoraro Lodge 

22 successes in the past year. 16,000 hours of 

Cheerful Service were contributed to the 

Horseshoe Scout Reservation and the Chester 

County Council, BSA. The Lodge was a Quality 

Lodge for another year. The Lodge was honored 

by receiving its 5
th
 E. Urner Goodman Award 

and National Service Award, the only lodge in 

the Northeast Region to receive both awards in 

both years and only one of two lodges to do so 

Nationally.  

Chief Segal 

commented that 

the renovation 

of the OA 

Lodge Building 

continues. In 

addition, the 

Lodge has 

received a grant 

for repairing  

and expanding   

Reservation 

trails.  
 The 

Kimberton Fire 

Hall in March was a magical place where Lodge 

22 Brothers gathered to celebrate their 

Brotherhood of Cheerful Service and to honor 

fellow members for their service to the Lodge 

and Scouting. Magic was provided by Chad 

Juros. 

 Two Lodge Brothers were honored with 

the Foundersô Award at the March 13 Banquet. 

The award   memorializes the dedication of our 

Orderôs founders, E. Urner Goodman and 

Carroll Edson. It is presented to Arrowmen who 

serve the Order over and above their immediate 

duties. Congratulations go to Nicholas Massaro 

(youth) and to John L. Boldin (adult)! The James 

H. Gawthrop, Jr. Memorial Allouchsit 

Allogagan ñMighty Servantò honorees were: 

David A. Hohl, John L. McCabe, Jr., John O. 

McGovern, Jr., Paul E. Munscher, George F. 

Pfeiffer, William G. Taylor, and W. Stuart 

Watson III.  

 A new award, The Chesimus Wulihan 

Award (Young Brother Who Does Good For 

Others) was introduced to recognize a new youth 

Brother in the Lodge who has served for fewer 

than two years, but who has, during that time, 

demonstrated outstanding service and 

commitment to the principles of both the OA 

and Octoraro Lodge 22. That final decision is 

being announced tonight. 

 The Vigil Honor call-out was another 

highlight as the following youth members were 

called out in the solemn ceremony: James 

Harris, Andrew Moore, William Pfeiffer, Nathan 

Ramberger, Jerry Schaeffer and Bradley 

Donahue. Adult Scouters called out for the Vigil 

Honor were: Richard Crompton, Christopher 

Gilbert, Steve Kiernan, Scott Mitchell, Charles 

Perch and William Cassel. 

 All members of the Brotherhood joined 

hands as the Lodge song closed the Banquet 

ceremonies and looked forward to Horseshoeôs 

84
th
 season! 

LET IT SNOWéLET IT 

SNOW...LET ITéNO! NO!  NO!  

 
 Surprise! The ódustô of Horseshoe is still 

beneath the drifts! As we all experienced this 

winter, the snows have been one for the records 

both in the County and on the Reservation! 

 

    
Tom Murphy and Chief Jake Segal on hand! 

 Needless to say, Ray Hayden his crew 

and Lodge members helped in the storms doing 

a great job. Thanks to Ray and his crew! Many 

Troops had to cancel due to the blizzards.  

Thanks to Ray we have memorable pictures! 
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Camp Ware after 2010 blizzard! 

  

HSRAAõS NEW SIGNS AND  
PICNIC GROVE/ PARADE 

GROUND PROJECTS! 

  
                Initial work on Picnic Grove Wall   

  

 HSRAA projects came to fruition since 

 last fall. Both Camp John H. Ware, 3
rd
 and 

 Camp Horseshoe will have new signs posted to 

 guide new campers and visitors around our 

 camps this summer thanks to the HSRAA and 

 Dick Bensingôs efforts. 

 

      
 

 In addition, beginning last fall, work 

 was begun on the new field stone wall lining the 

 pathway from the top of the Parade Field to the 

 steps leading to  the Dining Hall end. This is part 

 of the  renovation project by the HSRAA to 

 enhance the Picnic Grove area. That project 

 should be near  completion by  the start of 

 Summer Camp. 

 
 

òVMó - HSRAAõS VIRTUAL 
MUSEUM NEWS:  

 HSRAAôs Virtual Museumò is a reality 

on a computer near you! 

 Check out the addition of special 

quizzes testing your knowledge of camp 

history and memorabilia! Also, see �³�6�S�H�F�L�D�O��
�6�X�P�P�H�U�� �3�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�´�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V�� �O�L�Q�N�� �W�R�� �+�6�5�$�$��
Reunions. 
 Pictures are needed along with other 

memorabilia (like the 1930ôs Horseshoe pennant 

appearing in the Fall LOOP issue brought in by 

Roland Minshalléa real find!). 

 

 
Chairman Hammond and Neil Chippendale 
 

HSRAAõs CHAIRMAN, MARK    
  HAMMOND WRITES ð
 ���0�D�U�N�¶�V���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���G�D�\�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���R�X�U��
 record breaking winter snows of 2009 and 2010) 

When I reminisce about Camp Horseshoe, 

 I tend to think back to attending summer camp 

 as a Scout and my summers on camp staff.   

 The other day, after clearing my driveway 

 from yet another monster snowstorm, I found 

 myself thinking of winter camp.  As a Scout, it 


