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HSRAA 10TH REUNION SALUTES 
ERNIE HEEGARD & JB RETTEW 

 
On Saturday, July 18, 2009, the Tenth 

Annual Reunion of the HSRAA was one of our 

biggest yet with over 150 Alumni gathered for 

the celebration, a great BBQ meal and 

entertainment!   ñHeegard-Rettew Dayò was a 

great success, enjoyed by the returning Alumni  

 

 

and especially Ernie and JB!  Members of 

Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware 3
rd
 

from past   generations were on hand for their 

traditional Class Pictures.  

 
 

¶ Our Reunion Report 

¶ ñNoah Austinò Gooooood Morning!ò 

¶ Chairman Mark Hammondôs Missal 

¶ ñBumps in the Nightò trip 

¶ Year Pictures and Class HSRAA pix 

¶ Len McCabe Memorial 

¶ ñKaboom!ò 

¶ 100
th
 Celebration 

 

 

 

Featured in this issueé 

¶  Chairman Hammondôs report 

¶ ñBumps in the Nightò a real trip 

¶ Noah Austin ñ Gooooood Morning!ò 

¶ Leonard McCabe ï a Memorial 

¶ ñKaboom!ò 

¶ Camp Wareôs  new Director   

¶ Eagle Grove - inspiring memorial 

http://www.hsraa.org/
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JB and Ernie with Ronald Sykes ï 1940ôs staff 

 

Returning Alumni had opportunities to 

tour camp, see the Aquatics meet at the pool; to 

enjoy reuniting with other HSRAA members 

and retell stories of their past camp days 

(slightly embellished over the years!). Bob 

Matje, Reunion Chairman, along with Stu 

Watson delivered a great time for all.   There 

was song and food ï great ñpig roastò for 

attendees ï opportunities to tour both Horseshoe 

and Ware camps, trade patches, view 

memorabilia of the ñoldenò days, videos, slides, 

etc. and to have a great time!  

Ernie and JB were particularly happy 

when a contemporary of theirs joined in the 

celebration. Ron Sykes who had served on the 

Horseshoe Staff in the 1940ôs returned to pay 

respects to the honorees. Ron had been the HQ 

Director and the Handicraft Director in his early 

days. He also served as Camp OA Sakima and 

was a representative to an early National OA 

Conclave. 

 

 
Bob Matje, Reunion Chair leads Tribute with Bill Waxbom  

 

The HSRAA formalities started off in 

the late afternoon with a tribute to the memory 

of Jim Gawthrop. Among the tributes were those 

from Fred Gates, Bill Waxbom, Andy Fish, John 

Souder, Ernie Heegard, JB, Bob Matje and 

others. Jim had served as Troop 53 Scoutmaster 

and the OA Lodge 22 for many years as an 

Advisor. He had been a Horseshoe camper from 

the early ó40ôs. 

Following the Gawthrop memorial 

tributes, all joined in the evening Flag Retreat 

Ceremony. After the lowering of the flag, the 

Senior Patrol leaders were called on to put their 

troops ñat easeò. Upon the American Flag being 

folded, it was carried and presented to Ernie 

Heegard by Noah Austin as the voice over the 

ñP.A.ò related the outstanding accomplishments 

of Ernie Heegard as he was formally presented 

with the Flag in his honor.  This was shortly 

followed by a tribute to JB for his service to the 

Horseshoe Scout Reservation and the Chester 

County Council, BSA. He was presented with 

the Flag of Chester County Council, BSA by 

Staff member Graham Lenker of Devon 50. 

Following the sumptuous pig roast 

supper, and a song lead by Ernie, special tributes 

to JB and Ernie were presented. Among those 

presenters were Bill Lenker, John Kemmerer, 

Bob Matje, Stu Watson, Board Member Ken 

Tunnell, Steve DôAntonio, John Souder, Chris 

Rettew, Neil Chippendale, and Bill Waxbom 

among many others... 

In all it was a great evening and 

celebration of two men who have served the 

Council and Camps for over 65 years each! 

 
òVMó - HSRAAõS VIRTUAL 

MUSEUM NEWS:  
 HSRAAôs Virtual Museumò is a reality 

on a computer near you! 

 Check out the addition of a nine 

segment movie taken of the 10
th
 Reunion with 

all the tributes and the Retreat presentation 

to Ernie and JB. 

(Check the top floor 

of the Virtual  

Museum and look 

for ñSpecial 

Summer Programsò 

and its link to 

HSRAA Reunions. 

Also search out the 

game that Andy Coe 

has added in the form of a museum hunt!) 

(Above) Dave Woodward accepts Fred Gates 

input for the VM. 
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Pictures are needed along with other 

memorabilia (like the 30ôs Horseshoe pennant 

on page 1 of this issue brought in by Roland 

Minshalléa real find!). 

 

HSRAAõs CHAIRMAN, MARK    
  HAMMOND WRITES ð 

 
 I am very pleased to report that the 

HSRAAôs 10
th
 year, which culminated in our 

July reunion at Camp Horseshoe honoring JB 

Rettew and Ernie Heegard, was highly 

successful.   

 
Alumni  A. Fegley, C. Rettew, A. Fish &S. DôAntonio 

 

 Our membership rolls grew, 

brotherhood among the Reservations alumni 

increased (as evidenced by our best attended 

reunion in years), and our commitment to 

preserving the Reservationôs history took a 

tremendous step forward with the launch of the 

HSRAA Virtual Museum.  And, we completed 

another camp improvement project. 

 Speaking of improvement projects, in 

September, the HSRAA Executive Board voted 

to begin the first phase of a major renovation 

and upgrade to the Camp Horseshoe Picnic 

Grove.  Over the last 20-25 years or so, the 

biological health and appearance of the Picnic 

Grove has slowly, but inexorably, been slipping. 

This is primarily due to erosion, which has 

exposed the roots of many of the pine trees in 

the Picnic Groveðkilling off a number of the 

pine trees over the years and injuring those that 

remain. 

 Simply put, our goal is to ñdo for the 

Picnic Grove what we did for the Parade Fieldò.  

The first phase of the project, which is currently 

underway, involves construction of a short stone 

wall between the Parade Field and the Picnic 

Grove.  This will offer an immediate 

improvement in storm water management in the 

area, and is a precursor to the second phase of 

the project, which will address storm water 

management on/in the Picnic Grove in a 

permanent and complete manner.  The 

engineering details of the second phase are 

under development, and we expect to begin 

construction in the autumn of 2010.  The third 

phase of the project is purely conceptual at this 

point, but will generally involve the ñfinishing 

touchesòðaesthetics and issues relating to use.   

We are committed to using native plants and 

trees in our re-vegetation efforts.  

 We also have two new board members.   

 Like many of us, Jay Gregg says he 

spent the best summers of his life at the 

Horseshoe Scout Reservation.  In Jayôs case, it 

was first as a camper with Troop 22, and then as 

a camp staff member at Camp Jubilee.  Jay 

brings a couple of credentials to the boardéheôs 

an Eagle Scout, Wood Badger and Vigil Honor 

member of Octoraro Lodge 22.  He also has 

served as an Assistant Scoutmaster, Explorer 

Post Advisor, Boy Scout Roundtable 

Commissioner, Cub Day Camp Leader and 

District Committee member, and his current 

Scouting involvement includes the Council 

Jamboree Committee and working as Troop 

Committee Chair to reestablish Troop 135.  Jay 

works in the field of environmental education, 

and he has built bridges between his professional 

and Scouting lives by presenting workshops on 

"Successful Eagle Scout Project Sponsorship 

at Nature Centers", and as a faculty member for 

the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point's 

Scouter College of Natural Resources.   
 

 
(Above ï Jay Gregg center.) 
John Kemmerer (left) has also joined the 

HSRAA executive 

board this year.  John's 

connections to 

Horseshoe run deep--

he was a camper with 

Devon Troop 50, and 

later served two 

separate stints on the 

Horseshoe staff.  In 


