
 

Issue No. 2 ð Volume 10  ð SUMMER 2009  - On Line ð WWW.HSRAA.ORG  

 
OUR TENTH REUNION!   ITõS HEEGARD-RETTEW DAY! 

 Hot off the wires from Bob Matje, Reunion Chairman and Stu Watson! The following 

announcement was made. 

 ñAn important milestone is being celebrated this year ï our tenth anniversary! Ten years of 

making important steps to be a benefactor of both Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H. Ware, 3
rd
ébut 

what is more important, is to facilitate the coming together as an organization that celebrates the heritage 

of our camps; and, to reconnect all the Scouts, Scouters, Staff and Leaders who have camped at the 

Reservation and have made a difference over the years.  This is why the Horseshoe Scout Reservation is 

looked upon as one of the premier camps in the USA.  

 The Tenth Year Anniversary Reunion is on July 18th, 2009 at Horseshoe Scout Camp.  The day 

will start off at 1:00 PM with sign-in at the Goodman Pavilion and continue with an afternoon of 

activities culminating with a program built around our two honored guests, John B. (JB) Rettew and G. 

Ernest (Ernie) Heegard. 

 JB is being recognized for his many years as a Scoutmaster, 

Council Commissioner, Council President, and de facto Horseshoe 

Historian, Ernie for his decades as Camp Director, Scoutmaster, and 

Octoraro Lodge Advisor.  They are both Charter Members of HSRAA; in 

fact JB is one of the HSRAAôs five founders, and Ernie is the HSRAAôs 

Honorary Chairman. 

 Attendees are free to take a 

self-guided tour of the Reservation 

and view the many projects that 

HSRAA has completed in the ten 

years of existence.  These include 

new entrance ways at both Camp 

Horseshoe and Camp Ware, a new 

archery range at Camp Ware and a 

completely re-landscaped parade field 

at Camp Horseshoe.  Gone from the parade field are the rocks you 

may remember stumbling over at Retreat, replaced with new soil and 

real grass, stone steps and retaining walls and walkways and new 

flagpoles.  Itôs quite a change for the old camp.  Later in the day, plans 

for future projects will be presented and discussed. 

 Other plans for the daysô activities include crafts for the kids and if you choose attendance at the 

camp wide Water Carnival. At 4:30 pm a brief memorial to James H. ñJimò Gawthrop will be held at the 

Boonsboro Campsite. Following that, at 5:00 pm time is set aside for the Decade Pictures and then the 

impressive Horseshoe Retreat Ceremony at 5:45pm.  Dinner follows. 

 A fee of $10 per person covers dinner consisting of a full spit-roasted pork dinner with all the 

fixings.  Families and children are welcome to attend and children under six eat for free. After dinner the 
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Scouting Years of JB and Ernie will be presented by various individuals from their lives.  A few songs 

and a brief business meeting will follow.ò 

 Reunion leaders have promised a great time for all. Special HSRAA reunion T-Shirts will be 

available. There will be song and food ï great meal for attendees ï opportunities to tour both Horseshoe 

and Ware camps, see the HSRAA Virtual Museum, trade patches, view memorabilia of the ñoldenò days, 

videos, slides, etc. and have great time!  

 Please sign up when you get the invitation or go on the website: www.hsraa.org. for registration 

information. PLEASE- COME BACK - JOIN US ON JULY 18! 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
HSRAA Chairman Mark Hammond  

 

 Dear HSRAA Member and Friends,  
 Most successful year ever!  That easily 

could be the theme of our 10
th
 reunion, where 

we will be celebrating our founding along with 

two special people instrumental in the 

Reservation:  G. Ernest ñErnieò Heegard and 

John Barton ñJBò Rettew III.  Our five founding 

founders (including JB) established our original 

mission, ñTo preserve and promote the spirit 

and heritage of the Horseshoe Scout Reservation 

and its camps (Camp Horseshoe and Camp John 

H. Ware 3
rd

), to be a benefactor to the 

Reservation and to promote the brotherhood of 

Scouting among the alumni/a of the 

Reservation.ò   This mission remains every bit 

as relevant today as it did back then. 

 We accomplish our mission by being a 

benefactor to the Reservationôs camps by 

designing and funding significant improvement 

projects, by promoting fellowship amongst the 

campsô alumni through our annual reunions 

and our thrice-yearly newsletters, and 

through efforts to preserve the campsô 

history.  In that regard, this year may have 
been our most successful ever.  While each year 

we have held a successful reunion and 

implemented a camp improvement project, 

developing ways to preserve the campsô history 

has proven a thorny task.  However, with the 

2009 launch of the HSRAA Virtual Museum, 

the association is now hitting on all cylinders. 

 HISTORY:  The Virtual Museum has 

been a long discussed goal of the association, 

and thanks to the efforts of Dave ñWoodyò 

Woodward and Andy ñno nickname yetò Coe, 

the museum is available on-line at our website 

www.hsraa.org (maintained by our webmaster 

Matt ñFrogò Lewis).   

 
  
 The museum already contains over 

3,000 images, documents, maps, videos, 

pictures, etc. from both camps and from every 

decade of the reservation.  There are a number 

of items that hadnôt been seen or publicly 

available in decades, but thanks to our members, 

they are now available to all.  If you havenôt 

visited the Virtual Museum, I implore you to do 

soðand then to dig out your memorabilia and 

http://www.hsraa.org/
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bring it down to the reunion for scanning and 

posting on-line. 

  FELLOWSHIP:  Each of our 

reunions has been well attended and received.  

We hope that you attend this yearôs reunion, to 

be held in the Goodman Pavilion at Camp 

Horseshoe on Saturday, July 18
th
.  Our reunions 

have had a number of themes and honorees, 

including past camp Staff and volunteersï

Reverend óCaseyô Jones; Bill Robertson Day; 

and this yearôs honorees Ernie and JB.  The 

reunions have included great food, including full 

spit pig roasts and CW Brutonôs BBQ chicken.   

 

 
 The Sump Pumps in concert 

 

And the Reunions have included  entertainment, 

including musical performances by ñThe Sump 

Pumpsò ï Camp Horseshoeôs jug band from the 

1960ôs and 1970ôs to Camp Wareôs band ñHard 

Shelterò; a presentation on the campôs history by 

Jeff Balmat, and a number of other activities and 

displays.  We hope that youôve kept up with 

your membership dues, so that you continue to 

receive our newsletter, which includes a mixture 

of camp nostalgia and current events.  Our 

membership rolls are up this year, which we find 

particularly gratifying in todayôs economy.  

 PROJECTS:  Each year, weôve 

performed an improvement project at the 

Reservation.  Over the years, we expended 

approximately $125,000 in these capital 

improvements, and the feedback has been 

uniformly positive.  We are particularly proud of 

the Camp Horseshoe Parade Field 

improvements, which included re-grading and 

seeding, construction of numerous stone walls 

and stairways, new troop flag poles and a new 

main flagpole.  This project helps the camp put 

its best face on for visitors (especially during the 

Saturday night retreats), and helps to lend the 

appropriate level of seriousness to the daily 

retreat ceremony.  The new Archery structure at 

Camp Ware has also proven to be a big hit.  For 

a list of all of our projects, including 

pictures, please visit www.hsraa.org.   

  

 
  

 PROJECTS NOW  UNDERWAY :  

We are currently in the process of 

performing three projects.  The first is the 

redesign and reconstruction of the Camp 

Horseshoe trash yard, which will be 

complete before summer camp opens.  

Although this project may not sound 

exciting, it is sorely needed.  The trash yard 

sits next to the dining hall and showers, and 

is in many direct sight lines for campers and 

camp visitors.  Also underway is a 

Reservation-wide effort to upgrade the 

individual camp signs to a consistent and 

professional looking standard.  Each sign is 

constructed of Redwood, and will 

significantly improve both camps 

appearances.  We are hopeful of having this 

project completed before the start of summer 

camp.  Finally, we are in the process of 

constructing the Horseshoe Nursery, which 

will be used to grow native plants and trees 

for permanent planting across the 

Reservation.  The Nursery is being built at 

the Camp Horseshoe entrance, near the Pole 

Barn, and will include a deer fence and 

appropriate irrigation.  We are in the process 

of obtaining nursery stock and hope to open 

the Nursery this autumn.   

 A BRIGHT FUTURE:  Membership 

is up.  The Virtual Museum is open and the 

Nursery will be shortly.  We are looking forward 

to our 2010 reunion to be held at Camp 
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Horseshoe and our 2011 reunion scheduled for 

Camp Ware.  Weôve begun discussing our next 

slate of projects, including the possibility of a 

very significant project for Camp Horseshoeð

the refurbishment of the Picnic Grove.   

 

 
 
 One of the benefits of the HSRAA is 

that many of our members were no longer active 

in scouting when they joined our association.  

As a result, weôve been able to significantly 

broaden the base of support for the council.  

Whether you are an active Scouter or not, we 

hope that youôll remain a faithful member of the 

HSRAA and that you agree with us, that our 

future is bright. 

 YOURS IN THE SPIRITé 

                    Mark Hammond   

 

 
 

CENTURY OF VALUES TOUR  
 Officially, the 100

th
 Anniversary of 

Scouting was kicked off in good fashion at the 

old West Chester Court House in May. 

 Across the nation, teams of Scouters 

representing the National Scouting efforts 

initiated major event contacts with more than 

300 Scout Councils throughout the country. The 

teams travel in a RV decorated with Scouting 

memorabilia reflecting our 100 years heritage. 

Members of one of these teams from the Detroit 

Area Council visited West Chester where a 

special reception was held in the Old Court 

House and they presented a framed print 

representing images from special Scouting years 

and people who made a difference in Scoutingôs 

100 years. 

 

 
 

 West Chester Troop 6, one of those first 

formed in the Chester County areas nearly 100 

years ago, was represented by their Scout Color 

Guard to open the meeting with the Pledge of 

Allegiance and the Scout Oath and Law.  The 

Master of Ceremonies was Mayor Richard 

Yoder. The Detroit group spoke to the purpose  

 

 
 

of the event and expressed their appreciation for 

the turnout of dignitaries from the Council and 

those representing the State legislature. In turn, 

the state representatives and those representing 

Congress presented special citations to the  

Council marking our contribution to the 

Community for 90 years. 

 State Representative Barbara Mc Ilvaine 

Smith spoke and remarked of her heritage as it 

related to Scouting and especially Camp 

Horseshoe.   She commented that it was her 

relative, J. Gibson McIlvaine, who was the 

architect for Camp Horsehoeôs buildings in 

1927. She also noted that McIlvaine Lodge was 

named in his honor.  Other of her relatives had 
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strong connections to our Council at campôs 

inception as well as years following. 

 Council President Russell Neubauer 

spoke to those assembled and acknowledged that 

this was the official start of our Councilôs 

celebration. Craig Hadden, 100
th
 Chairman 

acknowledged the gift from the COV 

representatives and thanked all present 

especially Lawrence A. Husick, ESQ, event 

organizer. 

 
LAND BEFORE TIMEéWHERE 
EAGLES NOW SOAR! 
 The Susquehanna River fed by our 

Octoraro Creek and other tributaries feeds into 

the upper reaches of the Chesapeake Bay. In 

those earlier times of Native American villages, 

one of which was most likely nestled in the 

imprint of (our) horseôs foot, people relied upon 

the abundant resources of the area replete with 

fish, wild game and fowl.  It was an area where 

birds of prey ï hawks, falcons, vultures and 

Eagles ï along with their lesser winged cousins 

relied upon the rich natural resources for their 

sustenance. 

 

 
Over the years the population of Eagles 

in this ecosystem dwindled to near extinction. 

However, with efforts by the Audubon Society,  

the US Fish and Wildlife Service and 

like-minded organizations combined with our 

government regulators, Eagles were re-

introduced in our water-shed area (as well as 

other areas) a number of years ago. It was only a 

matter of time that the ñendangeredò Eagle 

population took hold and eventually was 

removed from the endangered list and put on the 

ñprotectedò list by the government and wildlife 

regulators. 

Seemingly, our Horseshoe Scout 

Reservation has been selected by the Eagles as 

an ideal nesting area. Today, there are three 

nesting sites on camp lands according to Ray 

Hayden, Reservation Director. He relates that up 

to the present, the nests have been protected by 

re-routing trails and taking other measures that 

did not impact our Scouting programs. 

More recently though, a young pair of 

Eagles have established a nest in proximity to 

the OA Bridge over the Octoraro Creek. 

Usually, Eagles fledge in early July. Because of 

governmental regulations, the Eaglesô nest has 

been given ñprotectedò status by the US Fish 

and Wildlife Service. As a result access to the 

OA Bridge and the HSR wilderness areas is 

being strictly controlled. Campers, hikers and 

visitors are required to avoid disturbing the birds 

and their nest. People are welcome to contact a 

Ranger for specific details and permissions.  

Ray comments that access to the OA 

Circle may be given in a brief window in 

September.  More information will come as we 

approach that time. In the meantime, keep 

watching for our soaring Eagles! They are 

further testament to the wonderful opportunities 

to find natural resources and wildlife afforded to 

our Scouts and leaders. 

 

 
 

NOTE: Thanks to Bob Baumann, Troop 

55, for making available his photos from camp 

used in this article. JBR 

 

 SERPENTINE BARRENS ð 

with Ray Haydenõs commentary  
 

The Horseshoe Scout Reservation is 

situated in a unique and interesting geological 

and environmental location in our country.  

We are situated within the State Line 

Serpentine rock formation that extends beyond 

our Horseshoeôs perimeter and reaches out   
northward, including Nottingham Park   and 

south in to Maryland. It is identified as the 


