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The Horseshoe Scout Reservation Alumni Association (HSRAA) News
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OUR TENTHREUNION! | T6 S HE-RETAEWDAY!

Hot off the wires from Bob Matje, Reunion Chairman and Stu Watson! The following
announcemenvasmade.

AANn 1 mportant mi | est on el ourstentb anniveigaryc Teeh years aft ed t
making important steps to be a benefactor of both Camp Horseshoe and Camp John H%&\are, t3
what is more important, is to facilitate the coming together agsganization that celebrates the heritage
of our camps; and, to reconnect all the Scouts, Scouters, Staff and Leaders who have camped at the
Reservation and have made a difference over the years. This is why the Horseshoe Scout Reservation is
looked upon s one of the premier camps in the USA.

The Tenth Year Anniversary Reuni@on July 18th, 2009 at Horseshoe Scout Caifipe day
will start off at 1:00 PM with sigrtin at the Goodman Pavilion and continue with an afternoon of
activities culminating witha program built around our two honored guests, John B. (JB) Rettew and G.
Ernest (Ernie) Heegard.

JB is being recognized for his many years as a Scoutmaster,
Council Commissioner, Council President, and de facto Horseshoe
Historian, Ernie for his decadeas Camp Director, Scoutmaster, and
Octoraro Lodge AdvisorThey are both Charter Members of HSRAA; in
fact JB is one of the HSRAAOG6s five f
Honorary Chairman.

Attendees are free to take @
selfguided tour of the Resemian '-
and view the many projects thi
HSRAA has completed in the tefftf .
years of existence.These include
new entrance ways at both Ca
Horseshoe and Camp Ware, a w
archery range at Camp Ware and|&
completely rdandscaped parade fielch
at Camp HorseshoeGone from the parade field are the rocks y
may remember stumbling over at Retreat, replaced with new soil
real grass, stone steps and retaining walls and walkways and
flagpoles.| t @ite a change for the old campater in the day, plang
for future projects will be presented and discussed.

Ot her plans for the daysdé activities includ
camp wide Water CarnivaAt 4:30pma br i ef memor i al to James H. f
Boorsboro Campsite. Following thadt 5:00 pmtime is set aside for the Decade Pictures and then the
impressiveHorseshodetreatCeremony ab:45pm Dinner follows.

A fee of $10per persorcovers dinner consisting of a full spdasted pork dinner with lathe
fixings. Families and children are welcome to attend and children under six eat for free. After dinner the
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Scouting Years of JB and Ernie will be presented by various individuals from their Avésy songs

and a brief business meeting will fola ©

Reunion leaders have promised a great time for all. Special HSRAA reusttirt$ will be

available. There will be song and fobdjreat mea

and Ware camps, see the HSRAA Virtual Museum, trade pat s ,

videos, slides, etc. and have great time!

| for attende&sopportunities to tour both Horseshoe

view memorabilia of

Please sign up when you get the invitation or go on the website: www.hsraa.org. for registration
information.PLEASE- COME BACK - JOIN US ON JULY 18!

HSRAA Chairman Mark Hammond

Dear HSRAA Member and Friends,

Most successful year ever! That easily]
could be the theme of our 1@eunion, where
we will be celbrating our founding along with

two special people instrumental in the
Reservati on: G. Er ndg
John Barton AJBO Ret't

founders (including JB) edilished our original
mission fiTo preserve and promote the spirit
and heritage of the Horseshoe Scout Reservatid
and its camps (Camp Horseshoe and Camp Joh
H. Ware %), to be a benefactor to the
Reservation and to promote the brotherhood o
Scouting among the alumni/a of the
Re s e r v aThis missiol remains evwembit
as relevant today as it did back then.

We accomplish our mission by being a
benefactor to t he R ¢
designing and funding significant improvement
projects, by promotinfellowship amongst the

history. In that regard, this year may have
been our most successful ever. While each year
we have held a successful reunion and
implemented a camp improvement project,
develpi ng ways to preserve
has proven a thorny task. However, with the
2009 launch of the HSRAA Virtual Museum,
the association is now hitting on all cylinders.
HISTORY. The Virtual Museum has
been a long discussed goal of the association,
and thanks to the efforts
Woodward and Andy #@Ano ni ck

t

the museum is available dine at our website
www.hsraa.org(maintained by our webmaster
AiFrogo

Mat t Lewi s) .

The museum alregd contains over
3,000 images, documents, maps, videos,
pictures, etc. from both camps and from every
s decagey af the resgryatione ghaie are agymber
of it ems t hat hadnot
available in decades, but thanks to our members,

) hthey grg nowaayad @ &1 ¢ r e« ndlolns

visited the Virtual Museum, | implore you to do

beer

| f

campsod6 al umni t hr oug
and our thriceyearly newsletters, and
through efforts to

PP 8¢ ihgn jogia ot your megofahiia angl
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bring it down to the reunion for scanning and
posting onAline.

retreat ceremony. The new Archery structure at
Camp Ware has also proven to be a big Rior

FELLOWSHIP: Each of our a list of all of our projects, including
reunions has been well attended and reckive|  pictures, please visitww.hsraa.org
We hope that you attelnd year6s reuni on,

be held in the Goodman Pavilion at Camp
Horseshoe on Saturday, July™.80ur reunions

have had a number of themes and honorees,

including past camp Staff and voluntders
Reverend

and this year6s honor
reunions have included great food, including full
spit pig roasts and CW

The Sump Pumps in concert

And the Reunions have included entertainmen|
including musical perforrmc e s by
PumpiC@amp Horseshoebs
196006s and 19700s to
Sheltero; a presentat
Jeff Balmat, and a number of other activities and
di spl ays. We hope
your membership dues, so that you continue tq
receive our newsletter, which includes a mixture
of camp nostalgia and current events. Ouf
membership rolls are up this year, which we find
particul arly
PROJECTS
performed an
Reservation.
approximately $125,000 in
improvements,
uniformly positive. We are particularly proud of
the  Camp Horseshoe Parade Field
improvements,which included rggrading and
seeding, construction of numerous stone wall
and stairways, new troop flag poles and a ney
main flagpole. This project helps the camp pu
its best face on for visitors (especially during the
Saturday night retreats), andlpe to lend the
appropriate level of seriousness to the daily

Each year ,
improvement project at the

these capital
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gratifying

Over the years, we expendefd

and the feedback has been

t his

PROJECTSNOW UNDERWAY:

We are currently in the process of
performing three projects. The first is the
redesign and reconstruction of the Camp
Horseshoe trash yard, which will be
complete before summer camp opens.
Although ths project may not sound
exciting, it is sorely needed. The trash yard
the dining hall and showers, and

individual campsigns to a consistent and

t h a profegsionad oakingkstapdard. ugach wigrt is

constructed of Redwood, and will
significantly  improve both camps
appearances. We are hopeful of having this
project completed hefore the start of summer
camp.. Fiflah? W8 %re 9r° R RdRY of
coh tr?;éfir‘?g the Horseshoe Nursery, which
will be used to grow native plants and trees
for permanent planting across the
Reservation. The Nursery is being built at
the Camp Horseshoe entrance, near the Pole
Barn, and will include a deer fence and
appropriate irrigation. We are in the process
of obtaining nursery stock aritbpe to open
the Nursery this@umn.

A BRIGHT FUTURE Membership
is up. The Virtual Museum is open and the
Nursery will be shortly. We are looking forward
to our 2010 reuon to be held at Camp
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Horseshoe and our 2011 reunion scheduled for

Camp War e. Webdbve beg
slate of projects, including the possibility of a
very significantproject for Camp Horseshée
the refurbishment of the Picnic Grove.

One of the benefits of the HSRAA is
that many of our members were no longer active
in scouting when they joined our association
As a result, wedbve Db
broaden the base of support for the council.
Whether you are an active Scouter at,nve
hope that youol |l rema
HSRAA and that you agree with us, that our
future is bright.

YOURS I N THE SPI R

Mark Hammond

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA % 100 YEARS OF SCOUTING

BSA2Q10

CELEBRATING THE ADVENTURE * CONTINUING THE JOURNEY

CENTURY OF VALUES TOUR

Officially, the 100" Anniversary of
Scouting was kickd off in good fashiomat the
old West Chester Court House in May.

Across the nation, teams of Scouterg
representing the National Scouting efforts
initiated major event contacts with more than
300 Scout Councils throughout the country. The
teams travel il RV decorated with Scouting
memorabilia reflecting our 100 years heritage
Members of one of these teams from the Detro
Area Council visited West Chester where
special reception was held in the Old Cour
House and they presented a framed print
repregnting images from special Scouting year
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West Chester Troop 6, one of those first
formed in the Chester County areas nearly 100
years ago, was representedtbgir Scout Color
Guard toopenthe meeting with the Pledge of
AIIeglanfgz and the Scout Oath and, Law. Gf

1J EererthoRies Swad R/Iéygr' Ricfdld

Yoder. The Detroit group spoke to the purpose
D f

of the event and expressed their appreciation for
the turnout of dignitaries from the Couneihd
those representing the State legislature. In turn,

the state representatives and those representing

Congress presented special citations to the
Council marking our contribution to
Community for 90 years.

State Representative Barbara Mc llvaine
Smith spoke and remarked of her heritage as it
related to Scouting and especially Camp
Horseshoe. She commented that it was her
relative, J. Gibson Mcllvaine, who was the
architect for Camp
1927. She also noted that Mcllvaine Lodgas
named in his honor. Other of her relatives had

the
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strong connections to
inception as well as years following.
Council President Russell Neubauer|

dayden, ReservatianiDirectoa He retasnimadup
to the present, the nests have beegoted by
re-routing trails and taking other measures that

spoke to those assembled and acknowledged that did not impact our Scouting programs.

this was the official start of our Couc i |
celebration. Craig Hadden, 1D0Chairman
acknowledged the gift from the COV
representatives and thanked all present
especially LawrenceA. Husick, ESQ, event

0s

More recently though, a young pair of
Eagles have established a nest in proximity to
the OA Bridge over the Octoraro Creek.
Usually, Eagles fledge in earlylyuBecause of
government al

regul ations,

organizer. been giveni pr ot ect edd status by
and Wildlife Service. As a result access to the
LAND BEFORE TI ME&WHERE o e e and
EAGLESNOW SOAR! visitors arerequired to avoid disturbing the birds
The Susquehanna River fed by ourl  and their nest. People are welcome to contact a
Octararo Creek and other tributaries feeds intg Ranger for Speciﬁc details and permissions_
the upper reaches of the Chesapeake Bay. |n Ray comments that access to the OA
those earlier times of Native American villages|  Circle may be given in a brief window in
one of which was most likely nestled in the|  September.More information will come as we
i mprint of (our) hor spOgprohch Offat tim@.€IR Rk Emednfirle,i k&eh U P o N
the abundant resources thie area replete with watching for our soaring Eagles! They are
fish, wild game and fowlIt was an area where |  further testament to the wonderful opportunities
birds of preyi hawks, falcons, vultures and | to find natural resources and wildlife afforded to
Eaglesi along with their lesser winged cousins|  gur Scouts and leaders.
relied upon the rich natural resources for their
sustenance.
Over the years the populatiof Eagles
in this ecosystem dwindled to near extinction NOTE: Thanks toBob Baumann, Troop
However, with efforts by the Audubon Society, 55, for m&ing availablehis photosfrom camp
the US Fish and WildlifeService and used in this article. JBR
like-minded organizations combined with our
government regulators, Eagles were - re SERPENTINE BARRENSH
introduced in our wateshed aea (as well as with Ray Haydend&s commen
other areas) a number of years ago. It was only|a
matter of ti me t hat t he ffheenl—ﬂ)@e@.l‘%g rS&)&éResg\%t%A &

population took hold and eventually was
removed from the endangered list and put on th
ipr ot kstchy thel government and wildlife
regulators.

Seemingly, our Horseshoe Scout
Reservatiorhas been selected by the Eagles as

[¢)

an ideal nesting area. Today, there are thrge

nesting sites on camp lands according to Ray
S

situated in a unique and interesting geological
and environmental location in our country.

We are situad within the State Line
Serpentinerock formation that extends beyond
our Hor seshoeds
northward, includingNottingham Park and
south in to Maryland. It is identified as the

peri meter



